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Visionary technology makes 
a difference you can see 


www.tokinalens.com 


Super Wide-Angle Zoom 

AT-X PRO Series * 


AT-X 11-20 F2,8 PRO DX 


Mounts : 
Canon APS-C 
Nikon APS-C 


For APS-C Format 
Digital SLR 


Focal Length 
Maximum Aperture 
Weight 
Lens Hood 
Filter Size 



MRP ^ 48,000/- 

Official Tokina Lens comes with 2 years warranty in India 


11 -20mm 

SI fell M* 


t 
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The Tokina AT-X 1 1 “20mm F/2.8 PRO DX ultra wide angle lens features an expanded 
telephoto zoom range and improved optica! performance. The lens is designed lor use with 
Canon and Nikon OSLR cameras with APS-C (OX) sensors. 

Tokina adds to its family of fast-aperture wide-angle zooms focused on providing 
photographers professional quality optics and construction at an affordahle price. The fast 
F/2. 8 aperture lens offers an equivalent 1 6. 5-30 mm* zoom range. 

Hie new proprietary optica! design uses three asphericai Jens elements (2 all -glass molded 
and 1 P-MO hybrid) to achieve superior contrast, sharpness, and correct for spherical 
aberrations. Additionally. Tokina uses three SD (super-low Dispersion^ ''FK01 ” and FK03") 
glass elements to control chromatic aberrations. 

This compact ultra wide-angle zoom lens has a bright, constant F/2.3 aperture making 
viewing and auto focus possibfe in low light situations but still maintaining portable size 
and weight. 

Tokina's exclusive One-touch Focus Clutch Mechanism allows the photographer to switch 
between AF and MF simply by snapping the focus ring forward for AF and back toward the 
lens mount for manual focusing. The lens is also designed to stand up to the rigors of daily 
use by photographers in a wide variety of shooting conditions and environments. 
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Kenko Tokina Co., Ltd. Japan 

hltp://Www.ken koalobal .com 

Kenko Tokina imaging India Pvt. Ltd. 

IBC, Middle ConnaughI PJac?, 

New Delhi 110 001 INDIA Tel:+9M141571155 
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THE ONE ABOVE ALL 
COMING SOON TO INDIA 

The new Alpha A7RM2 is armed with 42.4 megapixels, 35mm full 
frame sensor, 399-point focal plane with hybrid AF, 5-axis image 
stabilization and in-built 4K movie recording. All this and more, in a 
camera that not only takes pictures, it inspires you. 

TECHNOLOGY FOR CREATIVITY 


Be a part of the exclusive launch of Alpha A7RM2, 
Register at: sony.co.in/microsite/new-alpha 


Follow us on: f facebook.com/Sonylndia | ^0 twitter.com/sony_india 

To locate your nearest Alpha Flagship Store, visit www.sony.co.in/alphastores Join the Alpha Community on alphacommunity.sony.co.in 


For sales and service queries, call 1800-103-7799 (Toll Free) or e-mail us at sonyindia.care@ap.sony.com. Please write to b2bindia@ap.sony.com 

For corporate enquiries. Registered Office: Sony India Pvt. Ltd., A-31, Mohan Co-operative Industrial Estate, Mathura Road, New Delhi - 110044. Ph: 011-6600 6600. 
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Why would you buy a Smart Photography subscription? 

Here are 4 really good reasons! 


^ Save up to 50% on 


cover prices 


I Never miss an 
■issue again 


» Delivered free 
I to your door 


4 And most important of 
all, a seriously good 
quality magazine... 


THREE EASY WAYS TO SUBSCRIBE 


1 Online ▼ 

Visit at 

http://secure,nextgenpublishing,in/ 




Post ▼ 

Next Gen Pubiishing Ltd., Trade Worid, 
C-Wing, 2nd Floor, Kamaia Miiis 
Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, 

Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 40001 3, India, 


TO SUBSCRIBE 


Cash Discount Offer 

□ Pay ^ 540Q ^ 3000 for 3 Years subscription and save ^ 2400 (44% Discount) on the cover price 

□ Pay ^ TOGO ^ 1400 for 1 Year subscription and save ^ 400 (22% Discount) on the cover price 

International rate - 1 Year INR Rs. 9000 or USD 150 for by air mail post 


YOUR DETAILS (ALL DETAILS IN CAPITAL L^ERS) 
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Please send me latest updates on Special Offers and Events of Smart Photography □ 

Please complete the order form and mail it to us at Next Gen Publishing Ltd., 

2nd Floor, C Wing, Trade World, Kamaia Mills Compound, S.B.Marg, Lower Parel (W). Mumbai 400013 

You can also fax the order for credit card purchases to +91 22 2495 5394 

For clarifications, email: subscriptions@nextgenpublishing.net or call +91 22 4352 5252 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS: Please allow 4-5 weeks for processing of your subscription. Copies will be sent by 
ordinary post only. Next Gen Publishing will not be responsible for postal delay, transit loses or mutilation of cop- 
ies. No cancellation of subscriptions will be entertained after commencement of subscription. Please mention 
your name and address on the reverse of your DD/Cheque. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction 
of courts in Mumbai only. 


Kindly draw the cheque/DD/PO in favor of NEXT GEN PUBLISHING LTD. (Please add 
Rs. 20/- extra for outstation oheque)Please Find enclosed 

Cheque/DD no Dated 

Bank 

Branch 

Or please charge my credit card □ Visa □ MasterCard 

Card No 

Card expiry date 


Name (as appears on oard) 

Date Signature 


TO GIFT A SUBSCRIPTION (ALL DETAILS IN CAPITAL L^ERS) 

Please fill out both the recipient’s details, below, and your details above. To gift more 
than one subscription, please provide address details on a separate sheet. 
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Smart 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

INDIA’S NUMBER 1 IMAGING MAGAZINE! 


here is no greater enjoyment in photography 
than shooting pictures of exciting locales 
^ and then marveling at the end results you 

Landscape photography is one of the most 
satisfying aspects of photography It also satisfies 
your urge to travel and explore. 

I .G7 \ I To enjoy landscape photography you need not have 

the best of equipment. A good quality travel zoom 
compact will also give very acceptable results. However, for the 
ultimate in quality we would recommend you opt for a D-SLR or 
a mirrorless camera. It is widely assumed that most landscape 
photography only involves wide-angle lenses; however, you 
will be surprised at the number of times you need to pick up 
a telephoto to isolate a particular subject. A macro to magnify 
subjects that are difficult to appreciate with a pure naked eye 
could also come in useful. 
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MAKES US 



WE ARE GLUED TO THE GLOBAL IMAGING INDUSTRY 

Our team is updated with all the benchmarks and road blocks that the field of photography and 
imaging across the globe experiences. This helps us record the changes in the global perspective, 
thus making us the first to predict which products will be a rage in the Indian markets. 

WE’RE IMPARTIAL 

Loyalty towards our readers is a given, and their best interests are always on our mind. Every 
verdict is honest and not influenced by advertisers or personal favorites. So when we say a product 
is a ‘BEST BUY’, then, it is just that! 

OUR TESTS ARE CONDUCTED BY EXPERTS 

All equipment go through a series of tests at the hands of our experts. Our reviewers are experts in 
the field of photography across the country and have many years of experience. That gives us the 
foresight to distinguish between a passing trend and a big change in the field of photography and 
imaging. And finally, our reviews are not extended to just fill up the pages! 

WE ARE HERE TO HELP YOU 

There is no debate on why we are here. Our sole goal is to provide you options and better your 
judgement in product purchase while, sharing tips and tricks to improve your images. Our biggest 
joy is in building a bridge between you and your perfect picture! 


Views and opinions expressed in tFie magazine are not necessanly tFiose of Next Gen PublisFiing Ltd. Next Gen 
PublisFiing does not take tfie responsibility for returning unsolicited material sent witFiout adequate postal stamps 
for return postage. No part of the magazine may be reproduced in part or full without the prior express written 
permission of the publisher Printed by Girish Mallya, Next Gen Publishing Ltd., Trade World, 2nd Floor, C Wing, 
Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 40001 3. Published by Girish Mallya 
on behalf of Next Gen Publishing Ltd., Trade World, 2nd Floors C Wing, Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati 
Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 40001 3. Printed at Kalajyothi Process Pvt. Ltd, 1-1-60/5 RTCX Roads, 
Hyderabad - 20. Published at Next Gen Publishing Ltd., Trade World, 2nd Floor, C Wing, Kamala Mills Compound, 


Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower Parel (W), Mumbai 40001 3. Copyright 2014 SMART PHOTOGRAPHY 
All readers are recommended to make their own independent enquires before sending money, incumng 
expenses or entering into commitments in relation to any advertisement appeanng in the publication. Smart 
Photography does not vouch for any claims made by advertisers for their products and services. The editor; 
publisher; pnnter and employees of the publication shall not be held liable for any consequence in the events 
of such claims not being honoured by the advertisers. All disputes are subject to the exclusive jurisdiction of 
competent courts and forums in Mumbai only. 

Editor - Hoshang S Billimoria 


www.sniartphotography.in 
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Cover credits: 
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pictures can be taken to another level 
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[Sjust a moment! 

Readers can find the updated Buyer's Guide, log on http://smartphotography.in/news/monthly-special 

Smart Photography thanks the readers who participate in the Picture of the Month contest. We would like to bring to your attention a few changes in the rules for submission. 
From now on, you may send in your images with the longer side measuring atleast 1 7 inches. Please note that the images have to be horizontal. This permits readers to submit 
panoramic shots, which was not possible with the current size of 1 7 x 1 1 inches. 
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Canon 

Delighting You Always 



'^Two good together. 

TOUCH _|_ Hybrid A C 
SCREEN ^ CMOS Mr 

Now, just touch to click Smoother focus & tracking 

during still & movie 


■A 



TOO GOOD AN OFFER! 


EOS 700D 


DOUBLE ZOOM KIT' 

(EF-S 18-55mm IS II + EF-S 55-250mm IS II) 


IVA D D (inclusive of 
IVInr all taxes) 

?44,995/u 


Available at all leading retail outlets in your city. Call Canon at 1800 208 3366 / 1800 180 3366 or log on to www.canon.co.in 

To locate a dealer with an EMI Option** - ^SMS ‘CANEMI’ followed by location NAME/PINCODE to 53636. To locate your nearest dealer - ^SMS ‘CAN’ followed by location 
NAME/PINCODE to 53636. E.g. ‘CAN CP’ or ‘CAN 110001 ’ or visit www.canon.co.in/business/web/salesnet/ 


f=n\ I nw r ANON i h on f V REGISTER ON HTTP://EDGE.CANON.CO.IN/ TO BECOME A MEMBER OF CANON PHOTO COMMUNITY AND GET INFORMATION 

hULLUW UANUN incia UN T w ON FREE WORKSHOP WITH DSLR PURCHASE & OTHER VARIOUS PHOTO TOURS."* 


^T&C: EOS 700D double zoom kit offer available for a limited period or till stocks last. Models, prices & specifications are subject to change without prior notification. Product images are shown for illustration 
purpose only. Actual product may vary from images shown. *On purchase of Canon EOS DSLR consumer can avail one free workshop session. ^SMS charges upto ? 3/SMS. **EMI Offer on select products 
available at select outlets and with select banks. Offer period at brand’s discretion. 









Smart Photography 

July 2015 


ISSUE 124/ JULY 2015 


SUBSCRIPTION 


Contents 


OFFER 

page 



LEARNINGS 


70 Game of Colour 

77 Scene Modes 

84 Macro Photography 

88 Welcome to My World of 
Landscapes 


REVIEWS 


100 Canon EOS 760D 
with 18-13 5mm lens 

106 Nikon COOLPIX P900 

110 Canon EF ll-24mm 
1:4 L USM 

114 Tokina AT-X ll-20mm 
F2.8 PRO DX 

116 Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge 
120 Asus Zenfone 2 
123 First Look: Flickr 4.0 




SMART 
TRAVEL 
CONTEST 

66 





8 


www.smartphotography.in 





Great pictures 
deserve great 
printing. 



Ideal printer for photo labs & photographers, 




^MAT/o^ 


Ricoh 
Production 
Printing 


Ricoh presents two production printers that are made just for printing 
photographs. Our Pro C7100 and Pro C5100 series ensure that prints taken on 
these machines translate the photographer's vision on paper, with precision and 
perfection. Rich colours, fine detail, high resolution, great contrasts - your images 
are sure to impress even the most demanding user. 

• Ricoh is a global leader with worldwide sales of US $ 18.5 billion (approx.) 

• Business development assistance and on-site service support 

• Highest repeat buying rate in the industry 

• Nationwide service network 



(the only printer in its class to offer this feature) 

Awarded 'Best Production Cut-sheet Printer' 
by EDP (European Digital Press) Association 



ProC5100S/C5110S g 

65/80 ppm I 

Professional quality resolution & colour, g 

high speed & versatile functionality ^ 


J JINDAL PHOTO 

BUSINESS PARTNER - JINDAL PHOTO: 

North: Taposh Deb +91 98103 92977 
West: Subhash Trivedi +91 99997 33619 
East: Ashok Mondal +91 98494 66628 
South: Gopal Krishna Patra +91 99458 20111 


RICOH 

imagine, change. 

FOR ENQUIRIES, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Anil Gourkhede (+91 99676 06986, anil.gourkhede@ricoh.co.in) 
Priya Dwivedi (+91 96505 14061, priya.dwivedi@ricoh.co.in) 
Ricoh India Limited, 2nd Floor, Salcon Aurum Building 
Plot No. 4, District Centre, Jasola, New Delhi-110 025 
Tel: 011-49103000, 49103100, 49103200 Fax: 011-49103099, 49103199 
Email: ril.info@ricoh.co.in SMS: 'RICOH PP' to 53456 www.ricoh.co.in 
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Write to us at: 

Smart Photography, 

Next Gen Publishing Ltd, 

Trade World, C-Wing, 2nd Floor, 

Kamala Mills Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, 
Lower Parel(W), Mumbai 400013. 

E-mail: sp@nextgenpublishing. net 
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Perspective 

To, 

Dear Sir, 

I really liked the 'Showcase' pictures titled 'Innocence with style' in the last issue of Smart 
Photography [June 2015), The photographs of children are so simple. Photographs under the title 
'Feminine Shades' were quite artistic and beautiful. If I were to choose between these photographs, 
it would definitely be the ones with children in them. 

You also covered Wimbledon's ban on selfie sticks. I do agree that they "hamper spectators' 
enjoyment and also because of the nuisance that is caused by them." I feel that people who are 
addicted to selfies are not too confident. 

Yours faithfully, 

Mahesh Kumar 


Understanding 

To, 

The Editor, 

I am a budding fashion photographer and the last issue of Smart Photography [ June 2015) was a 
treasure trove of knowledge for me. It sharpened my basics and particularly, the article, ' Choosing 
Appropriate Backgrounds' by Dilip Yande was quite an insightful article. Please continue with the 
great work. 

Thanking you, 

S. Sheth 


Recognition 

To, 

Dear Sir, 

Your article on the least-used camera features in the June issue of Smart Photography was a 
wonderful read. Due to all the information, awareness of my camera's functions has increased. I can 
experiment now and improve my photography skills. Hoping to learn more from Smart Photography. 

Thanking you, 

S. Prajapati 
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EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


i 

Finally, a photo printer 
that understands 

THE ART OF 
BUSINESS. 


The Epson Stylus® 
Pro 4900 


EPSOm ULTRACHROME 

^ — -^HDRnk 

HIGH DYNAMIC RANGE 


EMAIL: vasu@eid.epson.co.in SOUTH: Alok Singh 098405 03210, Gopal 096200 04764; NORTH: Rajimon 77388 93141, 
Ashutosh 098153 94550; EAST: Sourov Kumar 098746 72616; WEST: Ketan 098203 77576, Rajimon 077388 93141 


Versatile printing options for photo sizes of up to 43cms (1 7") 


Supports a wide range of media up to 1 .5mm thick posterboard 


Automatic Black ink mode switching 


Extreme colour gamut with Epson Ultrachrome HDR 11 -colour inks 


CONTACT 
EPSON FOR 
A DEMO 
TODAY! 


^^lean 



EPSON PRO-GRAPHIC PARTNERS:- SOUTH - Tamil Nadu: Nippon Enterprises 98409 66660 Kerala: Nippon Enterprises 98470 31421 
Karnataka: Bodhi Professional 93431 28492, Print Automation 93426 60008 Andhra Pradesh: Nippon Enterprises 94411 78479, M/S Perfect 
Solutions 92481 33366, 93471 33366 NORTH - Delhi: RSG Solutions 93101 96613, 93101 33556, Basis Systems 98112 91887 Punjab: RSG 
Solutions 93101 96613, Dyanmik Business Solution 98151 00111 Uttar Pradesh: J. Das Bdas 93359 66833, V.M.S 99359 66833 Rajasthan: 
Santosh Impex 77288 90263, 77388 93141 Madhya Pradesh: Friends Trading Corp 98270 59908, 77388 93141 EAST - Kolkata: Graphic 
Enterprises 98368 86856, Convex Chemicals 098993 07749 Orissa: Shree Jaganath Traders 9861 3 95063 WEST - Aurangabad: Cm Sai Marketing 
024064 51666/092257 07040 Goa: Nippon Enterprises South 086050 08838, Magnamious Systems 098221 22131 Mumbai: Shreeji Corporation 
97697 48399/9594942434 Pune: Graphtone 09325414139, RSG Infotech 0932159 6602 Nagpur: Pawan Marketing 093733 88559 

Epson Helpline: For product info or service - 1800 425 001 1 (9AM - 6PM) (Mon - Sat) 

For service - lfp@epsonindia.in www.epson.co.in 
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Snippets 


CIPA [ Camera & Imaging Products 
Association} elected Olympus 
Corporation's Hiroyuki Sasa as 
President at its annual conference 
held on May 26. He replaced Tsuneji 
Uchida from Canon Inc. Hitoshi 
Nakayama from Casio Computer 
Company was chosen as Vice 
President replacing Kazuto Yamaki 
from Sigma Corporation for a two 
year term. 




Nikon issued an apology for a delay 
in the production of Coolpix P900. 
This camera has an optical zoom of 
83X ( 24mm-2000mm equivalent in 
35mm format). The camera has been 
out of stock on almost every online 
retailer s portal in the United States 
including B&H Video Photo and 
Amazon.com. 




Sony Corporation announced that it 
will release its 35mm interchangeable 
lens with E-mount on June 26. 

The ‘Distagon T"^ 35mm f/1.4 ZA 
SEL35F14Z' will be priced at 220,000 
yen. The new lens is for 35mm full- 
frame A series mirrorless cameras.The 
autofocus sound is reduced due to the 
direct drive SSM ( Super Sonicwave 
Motor). 


Cosina will take the wrap of its 35 
mm full-frame lens, the Carl Zeiss 
Distagon T"^ f/1.4/35mm ZM. The 
lens was first introduced at Photokina 
2014 for the Japanese market, priced 
at 2,18,000 yen. The lens will be 
> available in a black and silver finish. It 
2 is constructed with 10 elements in 7 
o groups including aspherical elements. 
£ ^ A floating system has been used to 
^ § make the lens compact. 

d M 


Canon to revive EF 
50mm f/1.8 STM 


C anon Inc.will renew its [25-year long 
selling} standard interchangeable 
lens, the 'EF 50mm f/1.8 STM', which 
is based on the EF 50mm f/1.8 II. The 
latter is still selling about 70,000 units 
per month. The lens is constructed with 
6 elements in 5 groups. A seven blade 
circular diaphragm has been employed 
for a good bokeh in comparison to the 
5-blade diaphragm in the earlier model. 
The autofocusing motor employs a gear 
type stepping motor that reduces sound. 
Due to the full-time manual focusing 
system, the user need not switch from 
autofocus to manual focus. The maximum 
magnification is 0.2 lx and the closest 
shooting distance is 35 cm. Its suggested 
retail price is 19,500 yen. 



Olympus launches M.Zuiko 
Digital ED 7-14mm f/2.8 PRO 


The lens is constructed 
withl4 elements in 11 
groups including 2 EDA 
elements, a DSA lens, 
an aspherical lens, 3 
super ED lenses, an ED 



Olympus Corp. has announced the 
release of M.Zuiko Digital ED 7-14mm 
f/2.8 PRO. It is a large aperture 
ultra-wide-angle zoom 
lens for Micro Four 
Thirds interchangeable 
lens cameras. The 
lens is perfect for 
photographing night 
scenes, stars and 
constellations as well as 
landscape and indoor 
settings. 


lens and 2 HR lenses. These help in 
realising correct colour aberration and 
curvature of field. The zero coating 

helps in reducing flare. 
The closest shooting 
distance is 20cm, 
allowing photography 
up to about 7.5 cm 
from the tip of the 
lens. The lens is dust 
and water resistant. 

It will be available 
from fune 2015 at a 
suggested retail price 
of 170,000 yen. It will 
include a lens cap, 
rear cap, case, camera 
bag, underwater lens 
port, waterproof port 
adapter etc. 
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Giving Shape to Ideas 


KONICA MINOLTA 



For more information SMS “KM C70hc” send to 52424 
or Call : 1 800 266 2525. mitsxam 


Konica Minolta Business Solutions India Pvt. Ltd. 

10th Floor, Building No.8, Tower C, DLF Cyber City, Phase II Gurgaon, Haryana - 122002, India, 

Board No. +91-124 6652000. URL: www.konicaminolta.in | marcom@bin.konicaminolta.in | manish.gupta@konicaminolta.com 
KONICA MINOLTA, INC., Tokyo, Japan. Option Designs/KM/1062 


Specializing in Photo Albums, Posters, 
Invitation Cards and Gifts, the C70hc 
understands the needs of both the budding 
amateur and the consummate professional 
in the art of making digital images of those 
special occasions that comes in your life. 





Smart Photography 

July 2015 


Smart 

PHOTOGFWHY 

NEWS 




Mont Blanc panaroma announced as 
the world's largest photograph 


A new record for the world's largest 
photo has been set by photographer, 
Filippo Blengini and his team. They 
have published a 365 gigapixel 
panoramic photograph of the world's 
11th tallest mountain — Europe's 
Mont Blanc. 

The mountain has been shot in its 
entirety. The photographers put 


in about 35 hours of continuous 
shooting to photograph the 75,000 
images that form this magnificient 
portrait. 

The five member team had to live 
in extreme conditions enduring 
temperatures up to -10°C at an 
altitude of 3500 metres [ 11,500 
feet). They used a Canon EF 


400mm f/2.8 11 IS, Canon 70D 
D-SLR and a Canon Extender 
2X 111 on a special robotic 
mount. Images were captured 
in every direction for the above 
mentioned duration. Post- 
processing the images took about 
two months and the astonishing 
results are there for everyone 
to see. 


Olympus debuts M.Zuiko Digital 
ED 8mm f/1.8 Fisheye PRO 


O lympus Corp. will introduce 
an ultra large aperture f/1.8 
fisheye lens, which conforms 
to the Micro Four Thirds Standard. 
The M.Zuiko Digital ED 8mm f/1.8 
Fisheye PRO is constructed with 17 
elements in 15 groups including an 


aspherical element, 3 super ED lenses, 
2 ED lenses, a super HR lens and 2 
HR lenses. Reduction of chromatic 
aberration, colour abberation and 
closest shooting distance of 12 cm are 
some of the features of this lens. Its 
suggested retail price is 135,000 yen. 



SONY _ 


TECHNOLOGY 

ft" 


FOR CREATIVITY 

/(r-S')'', 


Discover how science helps you in adding a creative touch to your 
photography through Sony’s range of technologically advanced cameras. 
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Fujifilm launches 
mirrorless 'X-TIO' 


F ujifilm Corp. has released a new 
mirrorless interchangeable lens 
camera, 'X-TlO', which is based on 
the 'X-Tl'. It is compact and lightweight. 
Just like the X-Tl, this camera is able 
to provide high image quality due 
to the presence of APS-C size 16-MP 
X-Trans CMOS 11 sensor. To reduce the 
size and weight, the camera does not 
have a shutter speed dial, anti-dust and 
anti-splash features. The EVF has been 
changed to show images at 0.62x with a 
time lag of 0.05 secs. What is also new 


in the camera is an auto-mode 
switch lever for ease of use. 
The camera body is available 
in black and silver. The 
camera will be made available 
with a lens kit, which will 
contain the XF 18-5 5mm 
f/2.8-4 R LM OIS. The camera 
is expected to be priced at 
96,600 yen whereas the lens 
kit will be priced at 129,000 
yen. It will be available for 
sale from June 26. 



Cosina offers 
Nokton 10.5mm 
f/0.95 

Cosina Co. has announced that it will debut its ultra large 
wide-angle lens, 'Nokton 10.5mm f/0.95' for Micro Four 
Thirds cameras in June. The lens is constructed with 13 
elements in 10 groups including two aspherical elements. 

Its 35mm equivalent focal length is 21mm. Its close shooting 
distance is 17 cm. The suggested price of this lens is 148,000 
yen. The lens will be available for purchase from June 12. 

The company has also announced a price hike for its clip-on- 
exposure meter [known as the 'V-Meter 11') by 9000 yen to 
33,800 yen. This meter is attached to the accessory shoe of 
the camera. 
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Sony launches Cyber- 


shot DSC-HX90V and 
DSCWX500 


Sony Corp. has stated that it will release a new compact 
digital camera, the Cyber-shot DSC-HX90V, which is packed 
with an optical zoom lens of 3 Ox and built-in FVF. It will 
also launch DSCWX500 without the FVF function. Both the 
cameras use Carl Zeiss Vario Sony T* 24-720mm equivalent 
zoom lens. They also have a back illuminated CMOS image 
sensor in 1/2.3-inch size and 18.2 megapixel resolution. 
HX90V and WX500 will be made available for purchase at 
prices of $430 and $330 respecively. 
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Canon shines at the Camera 
Grand Prix Japan 2015 


C anon EOS 7D Mark II was 
awarded the Grand Prix 
winner — 'The Best Camera' — 
by the Camera Journal Press Club, 
Japan. Canon's interchangeable lens, 
the EF ll-24mm f/4L USM was 
announced as the 'Best Lens'. The 
EOS 7D Mark II was also named as 
the 'Best Camera You Choose', voted 
by readers of camera magazines and 


web followers. After the three prizes 
were given, members of the Camera 
Journal Press Club voted for the best 
cameras [excluding the Grand Prix- 
winning model ) in terms of popularity 
and advanced features. The following 
products were selected: 

Olympus OM-D D-M5 Mark II, Panasonic 
DMC-CMl and Lytro's Lytro Ilium. 


The photo products marketed in 
Japan during the past one year were 
screened by 53 members of the 
selecting committee. It consisted 
of the members of CJPC, editor in 
chief or representatives of member 
journals, consigned selecting 
members and TIPA [The Technical 
Image Press Association). 


Emaho 

Foundation to 
honour emerging 
photographers 

Based out of India, Emaho 
Foundation has decided to honour 
an emerging photographer from 
Asia. He or she will be given a grant 
of US$5000 along with opportunities 
to feature his or her work on an 
international platform. 

The photographer will be selected on 
the basis of his or her photographic 
brilliance, viewpoint, engagement 
of the subject matter and the desire 
to establish a presence globally. 

The judging panel will comprise of 
renowned photography experts like: 

Christian Caujolle: Founder of 
Agence VU, [France) 

Kira Pollack: Director of 
Photography at Time Magazine, 

[USA) 

Manik Katyal: Founder and Editor- 
in-Chief of Emaho Magazine, [India) 
Naoko Ohta: President and CEO of 
Klee, Inc. [Japan) 

Newsha Tavakolian: Award 
Winning Documentary 
Photographer, [Iran) 

For more information, visit 

www.emahofoundation.in 
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PhaseOne releases PhaseOne 
XF Camera System 


PhaseOne has unveiled the 


PhaseOne medium-format 


company. These are the 20mm LS f/4.0 
Macro and 35mm LS f/3.5. 

Both the lenses offer enough resolution 
to match 100 MP imaging sensors. The 
XF camera system supports 20 models 
of high resolution lenses and nearly 60 
models of existing lenses. 


Two models of Schneider Kreuznach 
lenses have been designed by the 


XF camera. Its sensor is 
2.5 times that of 35mm 
format. The XF utilises its 
original AF technology, 
HAP-1 [Honeybee Autofocus 
Platform) and has a built- 
in Profoto wireless flash 


trigger. Its digital back is 
compatible with IQ3 80MP, 

IQ3 60MP and IQ3 50MP models. 

The camera features 16-bit colour and 


14-step dynamic range. The camera's 
price will be announced soon by DNP 
Photo Imaging. 


Yongnuo to produce lenses 
for Nikon and Canon cameras 


Peta Pixel's Michael Archandault has 
stated that the Chinese company, Yongnuo 
will produce lenses for Canon and Nikon 
Cameras. Recently, the company had 
featured the YN 35mm f/2 lens for Canon 
EF mount systems at $120. It is a fixed 


focal length lens that supports full-frame 
and APS-C format camera systems. The 
lens has seven aperture blades and its 
minimum focusing distance is 0.25m. The 
lens can focus through a manual focus ring 
or the camera's built-in autofocus system. 
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Panasonic posts profit of 
179.4 billion yen 

P anasonic Corp. announced a 49% weight to housing and automobile-related 

gain for fiscal y^ear 2014/15. Profit in businesses. The company plans to spend 
operation increased by25%to381.9 1 trillion yen on strategic investment, 

billion yen on sales of 7.71 trillion yen, a targeting a sales of 10 trillion yen by 

0.3% drop. The company has shrunk the March 2019, its 100th anniversary For 

TV and cellphone business and shifted its the product segments, the company 


targets annual sales of 2.1 trillion yen for 
automobiles, 2.3 trillion yen for home 
appliance business and 2 trillion yen for 
its eco solution business, which handles 
housing materials, eco-friendly lighting 
and solar-panels to generate electricity. 


Canon moves up in its ranking 


C anon Inc. launched a third version 
of its mirrorless camera, 'EOS M3' 
in March 2015. It has been well 
received by photography enthusiasts, 
which has given Canon, the second 
position in the market share. Earlier, 
Canon was positioned at the fourth 


position with a market share of about 
11%. But, with this new model. Canon 
has changed the product concept. 

The emphasis is image quality, better 
operability and photographers, who have 
stepped up from using smartphones for 
taking pictures. 


The M3's autofocusing speed is about 
3.8 times faster than that of the 
previous model. Aperture and the 
shutter speed can adjusted with the 
help of two dials each. Another dial 
has been included for adjusting the 
exposure level. 



Kanha &. bandhavprh National Par '^ 

Dec. 1st, 2015 I Jan. 18th 2016 
Starting from 16999/- per person 

on Twin Sharing Basis... 




• 4 Night / 5 Days 
O 6 Jungle Safari 

• 1 Jungle Walk 

• Mentor for Guidance 

• All Inclusive Package 

• Limited Participants 

• Terms & Conditions apply 


Mumbai : Happy Journey # 08652472472 

Kolkata : Nature Camp # 09874439571 

Jabalpur : Stripes Holidays # 09575800584 

Ahmedabad : Pleasure Holidays # 09925023230 

Nagpur : Tiger Routes # 09923387264 


vUbcje 

eco resort J 


eco resort . 

www.kanha.in | info@kanhavillage.com | # 9977853263 


.c 

a 

2 

u> 

B 

o 


^ un 

■C o 
ro CM 


www.sniartphotography.in 


19 




Smart Photography 

July 2015 


Smart 

PHOTOGFWHY 

NEWS 


Business 


Olympus Corp. records heavy losses 
for fiscal 2014/15 


O lympus Corp. noted a loss of 
8.73 billion yen for the fiscal 
year that ended in March 2015. 
The company incurred expenses 
worth 53.9 billion yen.The sales of the 
imaging business declined by 12.9% 
to 83825 billion yen and posted a loss 
of to 13.870 billion yen. The company 
made an investment to develop B2B 
operations. It further cited reasons 
such as shrinking market for compact 


digital cameras and a weaker yen for 
production overseas. In Q4, it could not 
fulfill the target sales units for mirrorless 
cameras. In the entire year, a decline by 
52% to 19.6 billion yen was noted for 
compact models, 16% for mirrorless 
models andl4.8 billion yen for other 
items. The total sales of digital cameras 
within Japan went down by 14% to 22.3 
billion yen. In the markets outside Japan, 
it declined by 19% to 47 billion yen. 


The company expects increased 
sales and profit for the current 
fiscal year to March 2016. This has 
been attributed to the favourable 
performance of the medical 
business. An increase by 5.9% to 
810 billion yen has been estimated 
and profit in operation will rise 
by 9.9% to 100 billion yen. A net 
profit of 56 billion yen has 
been estimated. 


Nikon records decreased sales and profits 


Nikon Corp. has stated that its net 
sales have decreased by 12.5% to 
857.7 billion yen. Operational profits 
dipped by 77.7% to 7.319 billion yen. 
The net profit sank by 26.2% to 28.223 
billion yen for the fiscal year 2014/15. 
The company has begun a structural 
reform in order to re-build its business 
portfolio. The idea is to transform into 
a business model capable of realising 
sustained growth based on the three 
year medium term management plan 
introduced in June 2014. 


When it comes to the performance 
of the imaging products business, 
digital cameras and interchangeable 
lens types were stronger for D750 
and D810. As a result of foregoing and 
despite a downturn in the market, 
net sales decreased by 14.5% to 586 
billion yen and operating profit by 
11.8% to 56.69 billion yen. 

For the fiscal year ending March 
2016, the company estimates a 
net sales of 860 billion yen along 


with an operating profit of 30 
billion yen and a net income of 
20 billion yen. 4.25 million units 
of interchangeable lens cameras 
will be produced; 8% less than 
the previous year. 6.1 million 
units of interachangeable lens will 
be produced; 9% less than the 
previous year. The sale of compact 
cameras will drop by nearly 20%. 
Due to this, operating profit of the 
imaging division will decline by 
33% to 38 billion yen. 


2.3 million digital cameras 
shipped in Q1 2015 

Taiwanese original-design first quarter of 2015, down by 42.4% 

manufacturers [ODM) shipped a total from the same quarter of 2014 and 
of 2.3 million digital cameras in the down by 13.6% on the year-to-year. 
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Shipment to clients 

ODM Production 

Nikon- 45.9% 

Ability Enterprises-71.7% 

Sony-17. 6% 

Altek-22.2% 

Fujifilm-13% 

Foxconn-3.9% 

Casio-8.8% 

Asia Optical-2.2% 

Olympus-3. 9% 

TOTAL-100% 

Panasonic-2. 9% 

Samsung-2. 4% 

TOTAL-100% 



Source; Industry Data 
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Fuji Xerox 
expects improved 
revenues 

Fuji Xerox has announced that 
it is estimating a revenue of 
US$6 billion from its managed 
printing business in the Asia 
Pacific region by the end of 2016. 
Masashi Sakamoto, President, 
has said that the company 
is looking to expand its next 
generation managed print 
service business. This might help 
businesses reduce the usage of 
their printers and the voulme 
of printing through outsourced 
printing services. 
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Nikon India appoints new 
Managing Director 



ikon India, subsidiary of 
Nikon Corporation Tokyo has 
appointed Kazuo Ninomiya 
as the Managing Director with 
effect from 15th June, 2015. Kazuo 
Ninomiya, former General Manager, 
International Planning Division of 
Nikon Singapore has taken over the 
roles and responsibilities from Hiroshi 
Takashina, who will now be managing 
Nikon's China business operations. 

Having played a significant role in 
his 7 years with Nikon India, Hiroshi 
Takashina said, "I joined Nikon India 
in 2008 and it has been an incredible 
journey for me. With Nikon, I have 
had the opportunity to build and work 
with an excellent team that supported 
me overcome numerous business 
challenges and in recording massive 
growth for Nikon in India. With our 
constant efforts, we achieved the no.l 
position among imaging players in 
India. I am truly thrilled to have been a 
part of Nikon's success story in India. 
Kazuo Ninomiya brings extraordinary 
leadership skills on the table. I wish 
him the very best and I am absolutely 
confident that he will continue adding 


more feathers to the story." 

Commenting on his appointment, 
Kazuo Ninomiya said, "India as a 
country, has always presented a lot 
of potential for the imaging industry, 
which has contributed to Nikon's 
exceptional growth as the leader. 

I am deeply honoured to have this 
opportunity to lead Nikon India's 


business operations and look forward 
to expanding the strong footprint that 
we have built under Mr. Takashina's 
leadership." 

Nikon India has already established 
its leadership in the camera market 
and under Ninomiya's management, 
the company aims at achieving 
greater heights. 



Toreto launches Autopower 


Toreto — manufacturer of gadgets, 
accessories and power solutions — 
has launched 'Autopower'. This is a 
car charger with SOOOmAh capacity. 

It also has a black and white LED, 
which indicates power levels. Its top 
portion can easily swivel to fit into the 
configuration of a car's source 
of power. 

It also serves as a power bank. It is 
compatible with smartphones, tablets 
and other devices. When it is not 



used, it retains a charging 
power of nearly three 
months and can be handy in 
emergencies. 

Autopower is available at a 
price of Rs 2,799. It is backed 
by a one year warranty. On 
its purchase, one can also > 

avail a free carry case of S' 

iPhone 4 and 5 compatible ? 
connectors. It can be 5 ^ 

purchased on e-commerce t: 5 

portals or on www.toreto.co E -t 
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Canon reveals the highest resolution 
full-frame D-SLR cameras 



anon India has delighted 
photography enthusiasts by 
launching its two new full-frame 
D-SLR cameras that are known to have 
the highest resolution — EOS 5DS and 
EOS SDSR.With these newly designed 
models, photographers can make the 
most of the image quality, which is in 
the superlative. 

These can be used for commercial, 
studio, landscape and architectural 
photography. Due to the high 
resolution, large format printing and 
cropping does not hamper the image 
quality. Canon has also launched a 
cam-motor driven mirror mechanism 
to minismise mirror vibrations that 
lead to image shake. 

The company has also released a 
compact and lightweight XCIO 4K 
Professional Camcorder. Its design 
helps in 4K/Full HD video shooting 
and 12 MP digital still photography. 
The XClO's 4K imaging system 
includes a lOx wide-angle zoom 
lens with a 2x digital tele-converter 
and optical image stabilization. 
Employing a special compact optical 
system, the lens offers a 2 7.3-2 73mm 


zoom for movies and 24.1-241mm 
for stills. 

Andrew Koh, Senior Director, Image 
Communications Products Group, 
Canon India commented, "Rapid 
innovation is key to success in digital 
imaging industry and the launch of 
the EOS 5DS and EOS 5DSR cameras 
reassures our loyalists' trust in the 
brand, that is always ready to push 
beyond technology limits. Market 
insight and strong R&D enabled us 


to develop many new technologies 
for the sensor to be used in the EOS 
5DS and EOS 5DSR bodies. These 
products truly meet the demand for 
high-pixel and high resolution, with 
no compromise on image quality. 
The cutting-edge technology and 
exclusivity in products make Canon 
EOS series so successful. We are 
confident about the response for the 
new range and wish to consolidate 
our position as pioneers in the 
imaging space." 



iBall releases mSLR Cobalt4 



iBall has launched iBall mSLR Cobalt4 
which also comes with four detachable 
mSLR lenses. These include a zoom lens 
with 8x zoom, 
a fisheye lens 
with a 175- 
180 degree 
viewing angle, 
a macro lens 
with lOx 
magnification 
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with minimum object distance of 
10- 15mm and a wide-angle lens with 
a 130-degree viewing angle. It is also 
packed with an octa core processor 
along with 1GB of RAM and has a 5 inch 
IPS qHD display. 

Powered by Android 4.4, the phone 
supports 15 regional languages. It also 
sports an 8 MP camera on the rear with 
dual LED flash. To ensure that users get 
the perfect selfie, the phone has a 3.2 MP 
front camera with a soft LED flash. 

Commenting on the launch of 
mSLR Cobalt4, Director, Sandeep 


Parasrampuria says, "We are very excited 
with our newest launch which redefines 
smartphones. With mSLR Cobalt4 the 
users shall be mesmerised using a 
smartphone camera with detachable 
lenses. The multiple options of the 
lens shall change the way photographs 
are captured on the smartphones! 

It's heartening that we are the first 
in India to launch a product with this 
technology." 

mSLR Cobalt4 also comes with a free 
cleaning cloth and a pouch for the lenses. 
The smartphone will be made available 
for purchase at a price of Rs.8,499. 
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Nikon India donates for literacy 


N ikon India, subsidiary of Nikon 
Corporation Tokyo, continues to 
extend its support to the cause 
of promoting literacy in India. Recently, 
the company donated benches and 
mathematics kits among the East Delhi 
Municipal Corporation students to 
enrich their learning experience. 

This has been Nikon's second initiative 
in the year to create an impact to the 
cause of education. They have donated 
790 benches for students belonging to 
the age group of 4 to 6 years and 500 
mathematics kits for students from the 
age group of 7 to 8 years. In the first 
phase of this initiative, Nikon India had 
donated a school bus specifically for 
children, who did not have safe and 
secure means of attending school. 

At the occasion, Hiroshi Takashina, 
Managing Director, Nikon India Pvt. 

Ltd. said, "With today's contribution, 
we are pleased to continue assisting 
students with educational mathematics 
kits & school benches to promote 


literacy in the society as a leg towards 
development of the country. Nikon 
believes that education is very 
important in nurturing the next 
generation and future leaders. I am glad 
that we are extending our support to the 
elementary schools in India." 

Sajjan Kumar, Vice President, Imaging 
Division, Nikon India Pvt. Ltd. added. 


"Education is the building block of every 
society and today's initiative is a step 
towards improving the quality of lives 
of people in the society in which we 
function. This endeavour is a testament 
of our commitment of giving back to 
the society while integrating long-term 
economic, environmental, and social 
aspects of our business strategy with 
the society." 
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Sony M4 Aqua 
releases in india 


Sony 

Corporation 
launched 
the Sony M4 
Aqua-another 
addition to its 
Xperia lineup- 
in New Delhi 
at Rs. 24,990. 
Early this year, 
the phone had 
made its debut 
at the Mobile 
World Congress. 
Known to be 
Sony's first 
octa-core 
smartphone 
equipped with 
a Qualcomm 


Snapdragon 615 processor, it has 
nearly 2 days of battery backup. 

With this phone, clicking a selfie 
becomes an easy task. Its front 5 MP 
selfie camera's wide-angle lens can 
cover up to 88 degrees field of view. 
Its 13 MP rear camera is powered 
by Sony's Exmor RS mobile sensor. It 
offers an aperture of f/2, while 
the M-4's sensitivity can go as high 
as 3200. 

Its waterproof design ensures 
that sudden splashes of water 
or submersion keep the phone 
protected. It comes with IP 65/ 

68 known to be the highest 
Ingress Protection rating in the 
smartphone category. 
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Honor ties up with Sangeetha Mobile 


H onor, an independent 

smartphone brand under 
Huawei Terminals, has made 
its foray into the Indian retail market 
through an association with Sangeetha 
Mobile. The latter is a mobile phone 
retailing chain in South India. With this 
deal. Honor will further strengthen its 
presence in India and this deal might 
be the catalyst that Honor needs for 
making lOx sales in 2015. In the past, 
with its online partner Flipkart, Honor 
had gained a substantial number of 
customers. This tie-up with Sangeetha 
Mobile will be established with the 
sale of the smartphone, 'Honor Holly' 

It will be priced at Rs. 7,999. 320 stores 
are present across Karnataka, Andhra 


Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 60% of 
the stores are present in Bangalore. 

The smartphone will be available for 
purchase at an inaugural offer of 20% 
cashback also giving customers a 
Reliance dongle at an additional rupee. 

Commenting on this, Allen Wang, 
President of Consumer Business 
Group, Huawei India said, "We are 
overwhelmed with the response 
we have received for our Honor 
smartphones and especially for Honor 
Holly. To reinforce our commitment 
towards our customers in India, we 
have decided to introduce Honor Holly 
in brick-and-mortar retailer shops 


where customers can get a hands-on 
experience of our smartphone. We 
are glad to exclusively partner with 
Sangeetha mobiles as they have a 
strong presence in southern India. " 

Commenting on the tie-up. Subhash 
Chandra, Managing Director, Sangeetha 
Mobiles Pvt Ltd said, "We look forward 
to a long lasting association with Honor. 
With this association, our customers 
will be able to enjoy privileges of our 
41st Anniversary Sale, which presents 
exciting offers on Honor products. 

The Happiness Pack covers aspects 
like liquid and physical damage, theft, 
extended warranty and pick up and 
drop service for the Honor devices." 


Asus to release a 'selfie' smartphone 


Selfie enthusiasts have a reason to 

display with a pixel density 


r 

rejoice. Asus has taken the wraps off 

of 403 ppi. The screen is 


1 

the Zenfone Selfie, which has a 13 MP 

protected from scratches with | ^ g 

iti 

III 

bL 

camera along with LED flashes, both on 

Corning Gorilla Glass 4 and it 

P 

P 

the rear and the front sides. The latter 

also has an anti-fingerprint ' 


L 

does not have laser technology The 

coating. It is packed with a 


^ ■ 

phone also has a beautification mode 

Qualcomm Snapdragon 615 



that will eliminate blemishes and tone 

and 2 GB RAM. The phone will 



down shadows. 

be released globally later in 




the year along with a 'swing'. 


1 

The phone is powered by Android 5.0 

which is the selfie stick's "" 


i 

and has a 5.5 inch Full HD 1980x1080 

shorter version. 





Nikon India adds 
local language 
support 

Next time you purchase a Nikon D3200 
or any one of the Nikon Coolpix digital 
cameras, don't be surprised to see 
different kinds of language options. 

The features have been incorporated 
into new models as well as the ones that 
were launched last year. Presently, Hindi 
is available in all the models prescribed 
with support whereas Marathi, Tamil and 
Bengali will be added gradually. 
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Indian printers attend 
Printex 


Kamal Chopra, Chairman for 
International Affairs at All India 
Federation of Master Printers [ AIFMP) 
led a delegation of Indian printers to 
Printex 2015 held from 13th to 15th 
May in Sydney. This visit was supported 
by the Ministry of Micro Small and 
Medium Enterprises. Companies such as 
Canon and EFI were a part of this event 
and displayed their products. Printex 
witnessed a footfall of over 6000 people. 


According to Kamal Chopra, 
the purpose of this visit was to 
explore the latest innovations and 
technologies. He said, "Delegates 
also met machinery dealers, used 
printing machinery suppliers and the 
printers of Australia to explore the 
possibilities of joint collaborations 
and to assess the opportunities 
of executing their printing and 
packaging work on job basis." 
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Selfies - Boon or Bane? 


Ih] H. S. Billimoria 


A selfie refers to a self portrait taken by a 
photographer with a smartphone or a digital 
camera held at the end of the selfie stick. 

In a world looking for novelty and thirsty 
for new gadgets and gizmos, the selfie 
stick came in very useful for smartphone 
manufacturers to carry their marketing 
pitch to a newer level. The word selfie’, 
which essentially was an internet slang word 
has now entered even the Oxford dictionary. 


sold at astonishing prices and is a favourite 
with teenagers especially from the Orient. 


The introduction of selfies in photography 
has not been without problems. The 
English Lawn Tennis Club which hosts 
the Wimbledon Tennis Championship has 
banned visitors from carrying the selfie 
stick. According to the club, the ban was 
brought in partly because of the nuisance 
value of selfie sticks but primarily so that 
it would not interfere with spectators’ 
enjoyment of the event. The National 
Gallery in Trafalgar Square, London has 
also prohibited selfies; so has the Palace of 
Versailles in Paris, the Colosseum in Rome 
and the Smithsonian Museum in the US. 
Football clubs like Tottenham Hotspur have 
prohibited selfie sticks from their ground. 
Very recently in May 2015, two tourists 
in Cremona, Italy damaged a 300 year old 
Italian statue whilst taking selfies. The 
tourists are facing criminal charges. 


The selfie stick was actually around for 
some time. It was the brainchild of Hiroshi 
Ueda of Minolta Camera Company who 
invented it in 1980. Minolta thought 
the selfie stick was a fantastic idea and 
even patented it but the product was a 
commercial dud. It was included in the book 
of 101 useless Japanese inventions. 


It was left to Canadian gadget 
inventor Wayne Fromn who 
developed the stick 
further and then 
^ wk. started promoting his 

inventions. Smartphone 
manufacturers soon 
took over and made 
the selhe a craze; the 
stick is now being 


How good are pictures taken with selfies? 

In spite of advances in optical technology 
which make lenses work better at short 
distances, selfie pictures are still largely 
modest in quality. We, at SP, say use a tripod 
and your camera’s self timer instead. |SP 
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Macro Delights 


0 As told to 

Disha Khemchandani 



Camel 


V imal Joshi is a civil engineer, who works for the 
irrigation department in Uttarakhand. He bought 
his first camera- a Canon P & S- to capture each 
and every moment of his newborn son. Later on, when 
his interest grew in photography, he purchased a Nikon 
D 90 D-SLR. He joined an online forum where he shared 
his photographs and was inspired by photographers like 
Ashim Dey, Arnab Pritam Das and many more. When 
it comes to macro photography, he enjoys the look of 
amazement on viewers' faces when they see his insect 
photographs. He captures macro movements that evoke 
a sense of wonder. |SP 
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Your first step towards a 


EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


DIGITAL DRY PHOTOLAB. 


THE MINI 6-COLOUR 

EPSON SL-D700 






Your first step towards a 


EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


DIGITAL DRY PHOTOLAB. 


THE MINI 6-COLOUR 

EPSON SL-D700 





Camera: Nikon^p 


Aperture: f/5.6; Shutter spe^ 


^ in 


t: o 
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Your first step towards a 


EPSON 

EXCEED YOUR VISION 


DIGITAL DRY PHOTOLAB. 


THE MINI 6-COLOUR 

EPSON SL-D700 





Camera: Nikon D90; Lens: 200mm f/4 
Aperture: f/8; Shutter speed: l/400sec; ISO: 400 


Damsel Flies In Love 


^ LO 


t: o 









PICTURE OF THE 
MONTH 

We are sure that all of you have a few 
pictures that you think are prize worthy. 

It happens very often that you don’t know 
where to send the image that could put a 
feather in your cap. If you have such images 
(we’re sure you have many!), send us ONE 
such horizontal image. If it qualifies, we 
shall publish it as a double- spread. 

a. You have to guarantee that the picture 
was shot by you 

b. If there are people in the picture who can 
be identified, we’ll need a model release 

c. The picture should not have been printed 
elsewhere (magazine newspaper, or 
offered to any publication) 

d. Mark the entry as “Picture of the Month” 
and rename the file using your name 

e. You may send images via print/e-mail 
to: Next Gen Publishing Ltd.,2nd Floor, 

C Wing, Trade World, Kamala Mills 
Compound, Senapati Bapat Marg, Lower 
Parel (W), Mumbai 400013 (or) sphoto. 
india@gmail. com 


Sponsored by; 




VANGUARD 


WIN! 


Sydney II 27 

Camera Bag 



1. The picture has to be horizontal. 

2. Kindly ensure that the longer side should measure atleast 17 inches, at 300ppi. 

3. Low resolution images will not be accepted. 

4. We do not check images on online galleries. 


5. Kindly ensure complete contact/address details are provided. Winners will have 
to collect their prize from SPs Mumbai office or send an authorised representative 
to do so. 

6. Please make sure that your picture does not have your name/logo on it. 





IntGlIigGnt & TrustGd Powgp Solution 
for your Digital DgvIcgs 




where every penny counts 


^ ^ Follow us on 
T Facebook 

V ^ 

www.facebook.com/imsmercantiles 





EEiDigileIc 

Most Trustsd Nams in Photography 
& Studio AccGssoriGS 


Digitke Studio Light, 
Video S Flashlight 

L J 


r \ 

□igitek Stabilizer 

Si Camera Tripod’s 

^ J 


r A 

Other 

Accessories 

V 







Digitek Monopod 

Available in 2 Models 

DM-52TR & 
DIVIP-61 





Professional DV Tripod 
cum Monopod 


DTR-495 




Auto Sensing & 
Universal Trigger 
DRM-003 





IMS Mercantiles Pvt. Ltd. 


Corporate Office : 704, Ring Road Mall, Sector-3, Rohini, Delhi. Tel. : 011-47074444, Fax : -h 91-1 1-47074499 Email : info@imsmercantiles.in 
Branch Offices : Mumbai : 09892088651 Kolkatta : 09830517744 Jaipur : 09875117744 Ahmedabad : 09374232944 Hyderabad : 09390377744 


www.imsmercantiles.in 
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0 As told to Disha Khemchandani 




Vikram Franklin 


Vikram Franklin's love for 
photography stemmed 
from the pictures he saw in 
magazines like the National 
Geographic. He began dabbling 
with photography in the late 
90s and some years later, 


bought his first camera - an 
Olympus OM4 with a 50mm 
lens. However, for a few years, 
he had to keep this hobby at 
bay. His 'second' innings began 
in 2008 when he got his first 
D-SLR- a Nikon D80. 

He started with tabletops, but 
deep within him was a love for 
landscape photography. He felt 
at peace while taking pictures 
of tranquil habitats with no 
one around him. Since then, 
he has been shooting mostly 
landscapes. He includes people 
in his pictures either for 
impact or just as focal points. 


Scenic^ 

Love 


A Drink of Water 







1 





t 


li 


Storm Calling 
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Camera: Nikon D600 


Aperture: f/8; Shutter speed: lOsecs with 
B+W 10-stop ND filter; ISO: 100 







Black Waters 




Camera: Nikon D700 

Aperture: f/8; Shutter speed: SOsecs with 
Hoya Infra Red 72 filter; ISO: 200 
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Luminescence 
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Camera: Nikon D700 

Aperture: f/8; Shutter speed: 20sec; ISO: 200 
3 stop graduated ND filter 





ReCyko 


RECHARGEABLE • ALWAYS READY 


Experience an era when battery technology and environmental protection can go hand-in-hand as^^^cPReCyko^ the 
unprecedented green generation battery designed to satisfy the environmental, economical and convenience needs of 
customers as an all-in-one solution. 


ReCyko^ can be used immediately upon purchase, there is no need to charge the batteries before initial use. This 
attributes to the exceptionally low self-discharge rate of /^csPRecyko^ . Even when left unused for 12 months, /^csPRecyko^ 
retains about 85% of its power capacity. Since ^^cPRecyko^ can be recharged and 
reused for up to 1000 times it greatly reduces battery disposals and the cost of battery 
usage. 

Starting today, make battery usage a way of contributing to the environment 
with /^GPReCyko\ 



ReCykot 


Contact details: 

Godrej & Boyce Mfg. Co. Ltd., 

Godrej Prima, Plant 14P, Pirojshanagar, Vikhroli, Mumbai - 400 079, India. 

Phone No.: 022 -67963672 

Email:battery@godrej.com I Website:www.godrejbatteries.com I Join us on’lGodrejGPBatteries 


NEW GENERATION RECHARGEABLE BATTERY 



Smart Photography 

July 2015 



E-mail your images at sp@nextgenpublishing.net 


Our Imaging Expert 

No one can take a picture that everyone likes. But, 
almost every picture can have scope of improvement. 
Often, we are not our best critics, while others can 
immediately point out the faults. In If I were you, 
our expert comments on how your pictures could be 
taken to another level. 


0 Rohinton Mehta, 

Technical Editor, Smart Photography 



Cobra 


19-year old Hari Krishna from 
Pondicherry, Tamil Nadu, says that this 
is his first snake photograph. He wants 
to know how to improve the photo. 

The first thing to keep in mind when 
photographing such subjects is your 
own safety. 1 am glad you used a 
telephoto lens which must have kept 
you at a safe distance. You have used 
the lens wide-open at f/5.6. This 


reduces the depth of field, making 
it difficult to cover up for small 
inadequacies of the autofocussing 
system. Since the snake was reasonably 
stationary, you could have tried f/8 [to 
gain DOF) with l/200sec or increased 
the ISO from 100 to 200 and retained 
the narrower aperture. 

In my opinion, the impact would have 
been greater if you had to photograph 


the snake at its eye level. But remember 
that when you are engrossed in looking at 
the snake through the viewfinder [at its 
eye-level), it's difficult to suddenly move if 
it lunges at you. Hence be very cautious. 

1 have re-composed the frame, placing 
the snake off-center and also enlarged 
the picture so as to place greater 
emphasis on the snake. 1 also adjusted 
the tonality and sharpness. 
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The Portrait 

This picture of a chameleon is by SP 
reader Kunal Nanda. Kunal is a school 
teacher at a tribal village near the 
border between West Bengal and 
Jharkhand. He photographed the 
critter while on his way to the school. 
He says "1 have done a little bit of 
post-processing, such as brightness, 
sharpening and contrast". He needed 
suggestions to improve the picture. 


Taking this picture from a few inches 
lower down, at the chameleon's eye 
level, could have possibly improved the 
shot. Chameleons often keep bobbing 
forward and backwards even as they 
walk, making it somewhat difficult 
to autofocus accurately. 1 merely 
increased the contrast and sharpness 
in Photoshop, darkened the stone in 
the foreground and then cropped the 
picture. You could also have tried to 
photograph it sideways and later on 
decided which pose - frontal or side - 
was better. 


Seeing the EXIF data, 1 feel you could 
have tried a higher ISO, which would 
have given you a faster shutter speed. 
A faster shutter speed would have 
resulted in a sharper image. 


Original 


Camera: Sony W530; 

Aperture: F/13; 

Shutter speed: 1/lOOsec; ISO: 80 
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IF I WERE YOU 

E-mail your images at sp@nextgenpublishing.net 


Note: If I Were You is meant to encourage and guide readers, and help them improve 
their photography. Please ensure that the required camera/exposure details are sent 
to us (or are available in the EXIF data). We shall not accept images for this section 
if the required data is not available. Readers are requested to send their images at 
SOOppi for 8x1 0-inch size. If they are too small, working on them is difficult, and 
hence they may be rejected. 



At Rohtang Pass 


Original 


Camera: Nikon D7000 
Lens: Nikon 18-105mm 
Aperture: F/9; Shutter speed: l/250sec; 
ISO: 250 


Hardik Modi has sent us this 
landscape photo taken at Rohtang 
Pass near Manali. He wants to know 
how this picture could be improved. 


had to meter for the darker areas, 
the sky and the clouds would have 
overexposed. 


the brightness of the sky. This would 
have balanced the exposure, allowing 
adequate details in the sky as well as 
the foreground. 


Hardik, first thing is to understand 
why the lower portion of your 
original picture is underexposed. 
The reason is that the camera's 
exposure meter was fooled by the 
brightness of the white clouds. It 
provided an exposure which was 
okay for that brightness, leaving the 
other areas — which were darker 
to start with — even darker. If you 


/// were you, I would have first metered 
the brightness difference between 
the sky and the lower area and then 
selected a proper Graduated Neutral 
Density [GND) filter. If the sky was, 
say 3 stops brighter, I would have 
opted for a 2-stop [1-stop less) GND 
filter. After that, I would have set the 
camera as per the meter reading of the 
foreground and placed the filter against 
the lens [darker side up) to reduce 


As it stands, the only way out was to 
edit the picture in an image editing 
program. I have used the Shadows/ 
Highlights Tool in Photoshop to 
bring back the missing details in the 
foreground. I then added some contrast 
in the central area of the image and 
cropped the picture to place greater 
emphasis on the mountain. Finally, I 
sharpened the picture a wee bit. |SP 
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Ask your question to Uncle at sp@nextgenpublishing.net 

Ask Uncle 


Can't open Raw files 

I am a dental surgeon by profession, 
having a passion for photography. 1 
have read many times in your column 
that it is beneficial to shoot in Raw. 1 
have a Nikon D3100 camera. 1 try to 
import NEF files in Adobe PS 5 but 
cannot do it. Kindly guide me. 


>r. D. S. Desai, via emaii 


Please check which version of Raw 
Converter you are using in your 
Photoshop CSS [Open Photoshop CSS 
and go to Help > About Plug-in> Camera 
Raw}. This will show you which version 
of Camera Raw is on your CSS. 

To open a Raw file from your Nikon 
D3100 camera you need Camera Raw 
6.3 version. 


Photoshop Support Center... 

About Photoshop... 

About Plug-In 
Legal Notices... 

System Info... 

Complete/Update Adobe ID Profile... 
Deactivate... 


Updates... 


Photoshop Online... 

Photoshop Resources Online... 

Adobe Product Improvement Program... 


If your CSS is official, then go to Help > 
Updates. If updates are available, it will 
show you. 

Once you download the 6.3 version, 
your Nikon D3100 Raw files will open. 

Focussing issue 

1 clicked 494 pictures on my visit 
to Rajasthan. 1 used a compact 
camera (Sony). 1 switched it on-off 
several times (400-450). Each time 
the camera is switched On/Off, the 
lens protrudes and retracts. By 
repeatedly doing this, the lens looses 
focus. 1 have already experienced 
with my another compact camera 
(Canon). How to take care? is there 
a predefined life-cycle of on & off for 
compact cameras? 


\Manish P. Sitlani\ 


I am not sure I have 
understood the exact 
'problem' you are facing. 

I tried to call you on your 
mobile phone but it was 
switched off. 

The lens protruding and 
retracting time and again 
should not cause any 
problem to the camera. Yes, 
like everything else, there 
has to be a 'life-span' to this 
process but manufacturers 
do not reveal that. Also, the lens cannot 
lose focus just because of that. If you are 
trying to say that the lens does not hold 
focus as your change focal lengths, that 
is possible. For example, if 
you have focussed, say at, 

15 feet and then you zoom 
to, say, 30 feet, the sharp 
focus may not hold. That 
does not mean that the lens 
is defective. After zooming, 
just tap the shutter release 
button again for the lens to 
re-focus. 


The accuracy of autofocussing also 
depends on the brightness and contrast 
at the subject position. Many cameras, 
especially those with 'slow' lenses, may 
not be able to autofocus accurately in 
low brightness and/or low contrast. 

Need a new lens 

I am using a Canon EOS 600D with 
lenses - Canon 50mm 1.8, Canon IS- 
IS 5mm, Sigma 10-2 0mm and Tamron 
70-3 00mm. I am mainly interested in 
landscapes, but I live in Varanasi and 
do lot of photography at the ghats. I 
wanted a full-frame camera but after 
much thought I have decided to buy 
a Canon EOS 70D. I want a fast lens 
for low-light photography and also to 
take full advantage of 70D's autofocus 
capabilities. You in your review 
have praised the Sigma 18-3 5mm 
f/1.8 but 35 mm is too less for street 
photography. What is your opinion 
regarding the Canon 17-55mm f/2.8? 


\PK Gupta, Varanasi] 


The 70 D that you intend to buy and the 
600D that you already possess, both 
have APS-C size image sensors! 

A 17-55mm lens on your EOS 600D/70D 
body will be equivalent to 27- 88mm in 
the 35mm format. You might still find 
this focal length inadequate for your 
work. Your 50mm lens gives you an 
equivalent focal length of 80mm, which 
is not too far from the 88mm maximum 
that you'd get if you were to buy the 
17-55mm lens. The only advantage as I 


Canon EF24-105mm 



He^p 

Photoshop Online Help... 
Photoshop Support Center... 
About Photoshop... 


About Plug-In 


FI 



Legal Notices... 

System Info... 

Complete/Update Adobe ID Profile... 
Deactivate... 

Updates... 

Photoshop Online... 

Photoshop Resources Online... 

Adobe Product Improvement Program... 


CompuServe GIF... 
Embed Watermark... 
Filter Gallery... 

Fix Motion- Blur... 

Fix Out-of-focus Blur... 
Nik Selective Tool... 
OpenEXR... 

Perfect Effects 4... 
Read Watermark... 
Silver Efex Pro 2... 
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see it is the convenience of framing with 
the zoom. 

Unfortunately, you don't have much 
choice in the APS-C segment. If you 
have not yet bought the 70D, consider 
the EOS 6D [full-frame) body along 
with a EF24-105mm f/4L IS USM lens. 
Compared to a f/2.8 lens, you would lose 
1-stop but the overall image quality, 
especially at higher ISO sensitivities, will 
be better. 

Confused! 

I want to purchase a camera. I have 
two options — Canon EOS 600D or 
Nikon D5200. 1 am confused. Please 
give your suggestion. Which is the 
better camera of the two? Any other 
option? 


you would like to pursue, the level of 
your interest, and the amount that you 
are willing to spend etc. Going purely 
by the specifications, you cannot go 
wrong with either of the models that 
you have mentioned. Even then, keep in 
mind that the D5200 has an advantage 
on the megapixel front [24 MP against 
18 MP for the Canon); but at the same 
time, more megapixels could mean 
more digital noise, especially at high 
ISO sensitivities. Don't worry too much 
about it; buy the one that your heart 
desires. Both are good. 

Full-frame lens for APS-C body 

Is there any advantage/disadvantage 
in buying a full-frame lens for an 
APS-C body? Conversely, what would 
happen if an APS-C lens is mounted 
on a Full-frame body? 


[rvind K. S. via emaill 


you were to mount an APS-C lens on a 
full-frame camera body [assuming that 
it fits), the sides and corners would 
darken. Note that you can physically 
mount a Nikon APS-C lens on a Nikon 
full-frame body, while a Canon APS-C 
lens will generally not mount on a 
Canon full-frame body. 

Another 'advantage' [it's not an 
advantage in the true sense of the term) 
of using a full-frame lens on an APS-C 
body is that of 'reach'. As an example, 
a 300mm full-frame lens on an APS-C 
sensor body would be equivalent to 
450mm [Nikon) /480mm [Canon). 

Note: It's not really an 'advantage' 
because you can even otherwise crop 
the image to the required proportion in 
post-processing. 



|M. D. Kapadia, via email 


Merely relying on someone's opinion 
— including mine - is not the best way 
to go about it. A camera is just a tool. 
While it is important, it is the person 
behind the camera that will use the tool 
to create the images that he has in his 
mind. It is important to understand the 
features that each camera offers and 
whether those features will be useful to 
you. This is something that only you can 
decide. But to do that, you need to first 
study some basics. 


Canon EOS 600D 


When you use a full-frame lens on an 
APS-C camera body, the equivalent focal 
length [not the actual focal length) will 
change due to the smaller APS-C sensor. 
What this means is that, a 50mm full- 
frame lens on an APS-C body will give 
the same angle of coverage that a 75mm 
[Nikon) /80mm [Canon) lens would 
have offered on the full-frame body. 


Advantages /Disadvantages 
A full-frame lens has a larger image 
circle as compared to a APS-C lens. So 
when you mount a full-frame lens on an 
APS-C body, the chances of corner and 
side darkening are greatly reduced. If 


On the disadvantage side, a full-frame 
lens would be costlier, larger and 
heavier than the APS-C lens. 


Focussing for B-I-F 

When photographing birds in flight 
with my Canon 100-400mm lens, I 
find it very difficult to get the bird in 
frame and focus. Any suggestion? 


With any long-zoom lens, when 
photographing birds in flight, first 
try to get the bird in frame at a lower 
magnification [that means at a lower 
focal length) and then zoom in to the 
required focal length. |SP 


Nikon D5200 
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Image Circle of a full-frame lens 


With a full-frame lens on an APS-C sensor, light fall-off is less ( less darkening at the sides 
and corners). And since only the central portion of the lens is used, sharpness at the coners 
is better as compare to the sharpness at the coners with a full-frame sensor. 





• We all drink coffee for pleasure. 

An inspirational drink that has become 
aspirational and lifestyle beverage... 


• You know that coffee can keep you 
alert and therefore helps you perform 
better and reduce the stress. 


rtising 
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Dr. B. K. Sinha 


Dr. Barun Kumar Sinha, MBBS, MS, FRCS, hails from Patna and 
is a surgeon specialising in urology. Every year he performs 
about 700 surgeries. He works for nine months and travels 
for the remaining three months to pursue his beloved hobby 
of photography. He was elected the working President of 


Enchanting! 


Church in Mountains, New Zealand 


the Federation of Indian Photography [FIP] in 2002 and 


continued as the FIP President from 2004-2008 and again 


from 2010 - 2012. He is currently the Honorary Secretary 


General of FIP. 


48 


His photographs have been internationally acclaimed and 
published in many national as well as global books and 
magazines. He has been honoured as an Associate of the Royal 
Photographic Society [ARPS] of UK, MFIAP by the prestigious 
international body UNESCO for promotion of photography 
and a Hon. FIP. Dr B. K. Sinha has conducted many workshops 
and written many articles on photography and is regularly 
invited as a member of jury for national and international 
salons and exhibitions. Here are some of his beautiful images 
for you to enjoy. 


Landscape photography is one of the 
most common forms of photographic 
expression since time immemorial. With 
the advent of smartphones, the desire to 
capture beautiful scenery is getting viral 
with every passing day. 

Here are my ten commandments to 
improve your photography: 

• Shoot in the early morning or late 
evening - during the so called 'golden 
hour'. After the sun sets, watch the sky for 
about 30 minutes for the drama in 
the sky. 


www.smartphotography.in 







Smart Photography 

July 2015 


Smart Photography 

July 2015 






• Use a tripod even if you 
think you can shoot hand- 
held. A tripod gives you 
the freedom to use slow 
shutter speeds and narrow 
apertures for greater depth 
of field. 

• Devices such as the cable 
release are of immense help. 
If you don't have a cable 
release, use the 'self timer' 
function on your camera. 

• At slow shutter speeds, 
use the 'mirror up' feature 
on your camera. 

• Where applicable, use 
Polarisers, ND filters, and 
graduated ND filters to 
enhance your pictures. An 
ND filter that can cut up to 
10 stops of light [known as 
the Big Stopper) is used to 
get exposures in minutes 
at the extremes of the day 
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to get dramatic images of silky clouds 
and water. Graduated NDs can simulate 
'in-camera HDR' in RAW. Many modern 
cameras have built-in HDR but only in 
jpg version. 

• If you plan to merge [stitch) multiple 
images, do not use Polarisers. 


• Keep your ISO between 100 - 200, 
and never beyond 400. 

• Any camera is a good camera for 
landscapes. The picture of Mt. Fitzroy 
was shot with a mobile phone camera. 

• Shoot a scene from different angles 


with different foregrounds at 


different times of the day, and if 


possible on different days during 

> 

.c 

different seasons 

a 

S 

u> 

• You should know the basics of 

3 

o 

Photoshop/Lightroom; don't have to 

■c O 
ro ^ 

be a wizard though. |SP 
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G uy Edwardes shot to fame in the 
United Kingdom with his nature 
and landscape photography. 

He has received appreciation at the BG 
Wildlife Photographer of the Year in the 
‘Wild Places’ category He also markets 
stock photography through a number 
of agencies as well as maintains his own 
library, which has over 1,50,000 images. 

His book, ‘100 Ways To Take Better 
Landscape Photographs’, is a guide to 
understanding landscape photography 
in its entirety. It is full of nifty tips, 
techniques and some pictures that can 
inspire photographers to try out this 
particular genre. 

Complete with 100 ideas and 
suggestions, he details the idea in 
a paragraph followed by a picture 
that helps the photographer in 
understanding the technique. The 
caption describes his personal 
experience of taking that picture. 
Budding photographers can make 
sense of the lighting conditions and 
preparations undertaken before 
capturing such landscapes. 

For instance, Guy has mentioned about 
shooting terrains when glimpses of 
light break through an overcast sky. 

He outlines important details such 
as choosing an appropriate location, 
researching different lighting angles 
and selecting a composition in advance. 
He also talks about metering the scene 
using a spot meter. He demonstrates 
this technique with his picture of a 
harbour sunrise in which he explains 
the necessary details before he took 
this picture. 

Various concepts have been explained 
like making use of the spring colour, 
side lighting, emphasising repetition 
and symmetry. These can ignite a 
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100 Ways To Take 
Better Landscape 


? 1,172 


Photographs^ onamazon.in [ii] Disha Khemchandani 


Capturing Landscapes 
with Perfection 

photographer’s creativity when shooting 
different kinds of landscape pictures. This 
book is such a resource that amateurs 
as well as professional photographers 
will benefit from Guy’s expertise. It is 
strongly recommended. |SP 


Published by David & Charles, this book 
is priced at £14.99 

It is available on amazon.in for Rs.ll72 
For more information, visit 

www.davidandcharles.co.uk 
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Conventional storage boxes need monitoring and cannot control the 

climate v/ithin. Mildew spares no chance to grow in average 
temperatures- 

By and large, India has approximately 60% higher humidity during the 
monsoons. It is equally high at night and early morning, even In places 
vAth dry climatic conditions. The damage that humidity causes to 
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Irreversible. Each of these precious bodies need a bodyguard. 
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Beyond Light 



Lalit Deshmukh 


Lalit Deshmukh is a fine art photographer based in Pune, India. He draws much of his 
inspiration from nature for his photography. He believes in evoking emotions through 
his compositions and the use of light. Lalit has spent more than 10 years exploring and 
photographing geographically diverse locations such as the Colorado Plateau, Rocky 
Mountains as well as the Pacific Coast and the surrounding volcanic area. 

Lalit has pursued his graduation in electronics from Pune and completed his masters in 
Computer Science from Ohio. With twelve years of experience in the software industry, Lalit 
is now fully committed to photographing landscapes in India and teaching photography. 

To learn more about Lalit, please visit: www.lalitdeshmukh.com 


0 As told to Rohinton Mehta 
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How would you differentiate 
between Landscape photography 
and Nature photography? 

Nature photography encompasses 
many flavours including landscape, 
wildlife and bird photography, close- 
ups or macro photography. 

Landscape photography captures 
various elements of nature like land, 
water and light. It is a more artistic 
form of nature photography. It can 


show nature in its simplest form with 
minimalism. It can also arrange many 
elements in the frame to give a very 
dynamic perspective. 

For me landscape photography does 
not mean capturing just a place. 1 like 
showing the personality of the place. 

1 feel that light is the prime element 
that brings it out. Strong, angular 
warm light of the early or late hours 
of the day transforms the place to an 
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interesting one. Soft misty conditions 
adds a mystery. A little cool and pink 
glow of the dawn and dusk adds a 
romantic feeling. Rain could simply 
add music to the jungles or grasses. 

Photographing landscapes, in my 
opinion, is simply the reflection of 
one's own mind into the place. 


The same scene can appear different 
from different viewpoints. Finding 
such positions and bringing out the 
personality of the landscape - be it 
grand or delicate, fearful or beautiful - 
would all depend on the abilities of the 
photographer. 

How did you get your start in 


photography? Tell us about your 
early days. 

At the age of 22 1 had to move to 
Australia for work. 1 had a few good 
friends who learned about my love 
for nature and showed me many 
picturesque places. 1 clicked with 
my small point and shoot Yashica 
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camera. I enjoyed this kind of travel 
photography for 3 years. 

However, as I moved to the Rocky 
mountains in USA, I started exploring 
on foot. 1 travelled to rugged and 
beautiful places in the western United 
States like Yellowstone National Park, 
Canyonlands of Utah, volcanoes of 


Oregon, and Washington. It is very 
difficult for a passionate nature lover 
and creative person to not take some 
pictures when at these locations. 

In your journey, has the work of any 
particular photographer inspired you? 

Absolutely yes. In early days 1 was 
inspired by the American nature 


photographer John Shaw whose 
books helped me understand the 
technicalities. Seeing Brenda Tharp's 
work gave a special boost in terms of 
creativity and a confidence of enjoying 
the process of taking pictures. 

Since 2003, 1 zeroed in on light- 
based landscape photography as 1 
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was inspired by the book 'Mountain 
Light' by the climber, adventurer and 
photographer, late Galen Rowell. 

However, beyond these 1 kept an 
open mind and learnt from fellow 
photographers. 


What interests you about landscape 
photography? 

1 am passionate about seeing the earth 
in its various forms, like mountains, 
oceans, deserts and the jungles. 
Photography motivates me to visit 
these places. It gives me tremendous 


joy to be close to the mother earth in 
her raw form. 

Secondly, as an artist, 1 use 
photography to quench my thirst to 
create an art. Landscape photography 
requires artistic compositions. 1 enjoy 
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the process of creating artworks that 
combine beautiful scenes with light 
and strong compositions. 

Before going on a shoot, how do you 
prepare yourself? 

1 study the place, the weather 


patterns, its seasons, water, snow 
and flowering conditions. 1 explore 
the photographing potential. 1 
find out all the risks involved and 
whether 1 am prepared for them. Is 
there any trekking involved? If yes, 
then 1 prepare myself physically. 


1 prepare my first-aid kit. 1 find 
out about equipment safety and 
security. 1 carry the necessary 
items to take care of them. 1 get 
my equipment ready - camera, 
lenses and tripod. 1 test them and 
clean them. 


o 

.c 
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What are some pointers that 
photographers should keep in mind 
while capturing landscapes? 

Don't rush. Take your time to study 
the landscapes. Scout well ahead of 
time. Notice as many foreground- 
interest subjects as possible - like a 
flowering bush, a meadow, rocks, pool 
of water, tree etc. Think of all planes 
starting from the foreground to the 
background. Decide the compositions 
with the lenses you are carrying. 

Think about the kind of light and the 
time of the day that will go well with 
the landscape. Think of the shadows 
in advance. Learn about the landscape 
and what kind of emotional response 
you can generate. 

Think of the position of the sun during 
sunrises and sunsets. Those positions 
change based on the solstice you are in 
and the latitude you are at. 

When you are ready to photograph, 
don't start with the tripod. First decide 
the shooting angle you want and the 
composition that you'd like. Then 
position your tripod and camera. 

Is there any philosophy or a 
perspective that holds your 
pictures together? 

I love and care for mother nature. 


1 think that reflects in my pictures. 
When you look at my pictures, you 
will feel that you are a part of it. Such 
photographs do not just become a 
documentation of the place, but rather 
a work of art as it evokes an emotional 
response from those who see it. 

What are the challenges that one 
can face in landscape photography? 

Finding and reaching the right spot is 
important. However, being able to stay 
there until you experience the light 
that is needed to capture the scene is 
challenging. Some locations require 
you to start early in the morning when 
it is still dark and/or return after the 
sun sets. 

Many times the view that you like to 
capture and then set up the tripod 
to achieve it, is a big challenge. 
Sometimes the foothold is not good 
and sometimes the tripod cannot 
achieve the height that you really want. 

Which are your favourite locations 
and what makes them memorable? 

My favourite locations are high up in 
the Himalayas. They take me away 
from everything - civilization and 
people. They take me close to nature. 
Photographing there, is always a 
challenge; most of the times you are 
fighting with the altitude, exhaustion 


and the cold. High mountains casting 
strong shadows further make it 
difficult to shoot and then leave you 
with the quest of finding the right spot. 

My other favourite location is the 
west coast in Konkan. There are rocky 
beaches and sandy shores. When 
you get lucky, you get great light that 
makes the seascapes quite ethereal. 

What would you like to say to 
budding photographers trying 
to find a foothold in landscape 
photography? 

You should spend a good amount 
of time perfecting composition. 
Landscape photography is more 
about art. Watch beautiful landscape 
paintings and photographs. Learn 
about light and shadows. Light is the 
best teacher for someone who wants 
to be a good landscape photographer. 
Learn how to use it. Be prepared to go 
to the same place again and again until 
you get the shot that satisfies you. Do 
not copy other photographers' work, 
especially location and angle. It sets up 
a prejudice and blocks your creativity. 
Find your own scene. 

Lastly, do not forget to enjoy the place 
and the atmosphere. Your photography 
will improve when you enjoy being 
there. |SP 
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R Srinivasan 


T he allure of waterfalls across 

the world is because they are all 
exquisite, represent nature at 
its best and appeal to all ages as they 
seem to cascade down to earth from 
heaven. Let's take a look at waterfalls 
from the serene soothing ones to the 
torrential rapid ones in Chhattisgarh, 
Kerala and Maharashtra. 


Chhattisgarh 

The approximately 300 feet high 
horse-shoe shaped Chitrakot waterfall, 
> which is considered to be India's 
2 widest waterfall and often called the 
? 'Niagara Falls of India', is formed by 
5 ^ Indravati river. The river originates in 
■c o Orissa's Kalahandi region. The falls are 
E -t located about 40 km from Jagdalpur 
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city in Bastar district, which has a well- 
developed network of roads, railways, 
hotels and lodges and many buses ply 
from the city till the waterfalls. The best 
phase to see the Chitrakot waterfalls is 
from July to October. People in locally 
available boats can see rainbows, which 
are created by the early morning sun 
rays that reflect off the mist created 
from the waterfall. For the religious- 
minded, there are several small Shiva 
Lingas below the falls. Chitrakot is one 
of the two waterfalls in Kanger Valley 
National Park, the other one being 
Tirathgarh falls. Tirathgarh is also a 
lovely picnic spot and the best time to 
visit is from October to February. Other 
waterfalls in Chhattisgarh which attract 
a large number of tourists around the 


year from across India and abroad are 
Mandra, Chitradhara, Tamda 
and Dhoomar. 

Kerala 

Kanthanpara waterfalls in the Wayanad 
region is around 20 km from Kalpetta 
and around 10 km from Meppadi. 

Even though Kanthanpara is smaller 
than Meenmutti and Soochippara 
falls, its charm could be attributed to 
the beautiful access road. It is lined 
with bamboo forests that lead right 
to this rare tourist retreat. The best 
time to visit is from October to May. 

It is preferable to carry out camping 
and trekking plans with some local 
assistance. Transportation is available 
in the form of local buses, taxis 



and auto-rickshaws from Kalpetta. 
Kozhikode at 100 kms is the nearest 
railway station and Kozhikode airport 
is about 120 km from Meppadi. 
Accommodation options are in the 
form of home-stays, lodges and 
hotels at Meppadi and Kalpetta. 

Other attractions in the vicinity are 
Soochippara and Meenmutti falls 
and Wayanad [Vythiri] hill station. It 
offers a mesmerising brew of a unique 
rainforest experience, quaint tree 
houses, rocky terrain, dense forests, 
numerous waterfalls and wild streams. 
It is ideal for adventure travellers, 
getaway seekers and honeymooners. 

Maharashtra 

Considered among the top monsoon 


getaways in Maharashtra, Amboli in 
Sindhudurg is a relatively unexplored 
hill station in Maharashtra and is 
549 kms by road from Mumbai. 
Maharashtra State Road Transport 
Corporation [MSRTC) buses ply 
frequently to the destination. The 
nearest railway station is Sawantwadi, 
which is around 30 km away. Local 
transport is in the form of motorised 
three-wheeler rickshaws, taxis and 
and horses and there are a few budget 
hotels. As a result of receiving the 
highest rainfall in Maharashtra, Amboli 
remains pleasant throughout the 
year and is covered in mist during 
the monsoon. Since a large number of 
tourists come here [estimated footfalls 
are around 50,000 tourists each year) 


from Kolhapur, Belgaum and Goa, 
traffic jams become common during 
weekends. Remember to carry cash 
for your trip since the hotels and 
shops in Amboli do not accept cards 
and there are no ATMs here. There 
are some poorly maintained roads 
that lead to isolated spots from where 
one could get a panoramic view of the 
mountainous landscape, but locals 
advise against going there alone. It is 
best to go in a big group. 

These amazing waterfalls across India 
offer an ideal getaway from the hustle 
and bustle of the city. They rejuvenate 
the body, mind and soul with their 
rustic ambience, lush green forests and 
scenic valleys. |SP 
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Dilip Yande 


Having crossed over 20 active years in commercial photography 
Dilip Yande says his forte is Fashion and Portrait photography. He 
believes variety is the spice of life, and to keep himself motivated he 
does a lot of tabletop as well. For Dilip, names like Rembrandt, Renoir, 
Gauguin, Picasso, Turner, Monet are household names because of his 
childhood that was spent in a lineage of fine arts. This 'fine art' reflects 
in his work because he feels that there is always a little bit of 'you' in 
everything one does. Having shot for many advertising agencies, juried 
a few competitions, mentored many workshops, and guided many 
photographers in their formative years, for Dilip, photography is just 
another way to romance his first love - art. He may be contacted at 
dilipyande@gmail.com. 


Game of Colour 

Using a proper colour scheme is very important 
to the success of a photograph. In this article, 
Dilip Yande tries to expand on the theme. 


M any times, beginners, after 

having taken the shot, realise 
that the colour scheme is not 
so appealing and hence they tweak the 
picture in post-processing and convert 
it to black and white. Suddenly the 
picture starts looking much better than 
what it was and they get satisfied with 
the same. Later this becomes a habit, 
converting everything they shoot in 
colour to B/W. They do not realize that 
the fault lies with themselves for not 
understanding colour as a subject. / try 
to explain to these beginners that a good 
B/W shot is that which is very high in 
its graphic value or design elements and 
perfect in its contrast and gray tonal 
values, where there is no place or need 
for colour 

Earlier, through one of my articles we 
had showcased and analysed the works 
of ace photographers from Lahore - 
Guddu and Shani. But as I shifted my 
telescope from Lahore to Karachi, I 
came across a very talented fashion 
photographer couple - Nadir Firoz 
Khan and his wife Maha Burney (picl). 
More recognized as NFK in their land, I 
must appreciate their total control over 
the colour palette in whatever they 
shoot, without any monotony in their 
work. 


When one notices a picture with an 
excellent play of colours, neat lighting, 
good composition, all packed in a 
creative concept- rest assured it has to 
be a shoot executed by NFK. They are 
not just good photographers but they 
are good colourists too. Nadir always 
gives credit to his wife Maha Burney 
- a professional stylist - for all the 
'colour' that exists in his pictures as she 
majorly controls the post-production 
of his work. Let us learn a little more 
about them and also enjoy and analyse 
their works. 

DY: Tell us something about yourself 
and your better half who I guess plays 
a major role. When did you start 
photography as a career? And how do 
you feel the journey has been since 
then? 

NFK: I began pursuing photography in 
college. My major was Communication 
Design with a minor in Photography. 
The course included portrait, product, 
black and white film photography 
and nature photography. I consider 
myself lucky to have been born in the 
era of film photography which really 
strengthened my basic control and 
understanding of the camera. I started 
with commercial photography for 


corporate companies around 2008 and 
also worked as in-house photographer 
for the advertising agency, Ogilvy 
and Mather in Karachi from 2009- 
2010. 1 had no interest in fashion at 
all, but five years ago, someone told 
me that I would be good in fashion 
photography. Since then there was 
no looking back. My transition from 
commercial/corporate photography 
to fashion photography has been a 
journey of self exploration and creative 
growth. I have discovered my very 
own style, experimented with various 
lighting techniques and learnt colour 
theory in the process. My wife Maha 
is a Creative Director, stylist. Social 
Media and Marketing Manager and a 
post-production artist in my firm NFK 
Photography. She has a very strong 
fashion background, having graduated 
from Parsons in NY in Fashion Design 
and experience in the fashion world 
in New York working with brands 
like Coach and DKNY. She also has 
a background in Architecture and 
Visual Arts from Columbia University, 
including 2 years in photography. 
Hence her contribution to NFK 
photography is valuable. 

After our marriage in 2011, she 
prompted me to do a couple of 
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fashion shoots which she initially 
conceptualized, art-directed and styled. 
With her fashion knowledge and my 
skills in photography, our shoots 
received phenomenal feedback and 
what we had started as a side project 
suddenly became our main focus. 

She has an extremely critical eye for 
colour and detail having been a painter 
in high school and her job as a designer 
in NY has really cultivated her eye. 

DY: 1 have observed that you score a 
lot in the subject of colour, your control 
over various colour schemes can be seen 
in your work. What do you and your 
wife have to have to say about this? 

NFK: We try very hard to balance 
our shoots so that everything works 
in perfect harmony and unison. We 
therefore put a lot of emphasis on our 
art direction and creative execution 
of our shoots to make sure that no 
element overpowers the other whether 
it is art direction, makeup, set or 
the clothes themselves. Everything, 
including the colour palette [of the set/ 
location etc) is planned and decided in 
advance to bring out the best in that 
specific collection. We also have an 
idea of how we want to tone and light 
before we shoot. Every detail matters! 
Lighting and colour is an integral part 
of any shoot we undertake. Certain 
colours look better in certain settings 
and in certain kinds of light. At the end, 
we want to make the clothes look the 
best than they possibly can! 

DY: Were you influenced by the work 
of any specific photographer or a fine- 
artist? 

NFK: 1 am a huge fan of Bruno 
Aveillan, who is a French director and 
photographer. Carravagio as a painter 
initially inspired my lighting technique. 

1 have moved beyond that, but still have 
great respect and love for his paintings 
and dramatic one source lighting style. 

DY: What do you give more importance 
to? The 'art' of the subject or the 
'craft' of the subject [1 mean the 
technicalities) ? 

NFK: In fashion photography, it is 
imperative to give important to both 


these aspects because the lack of any 
one will keep you from capturing the 
perfect image. The 'art' of the subject 
is what brings a unique style to the 
image. We spend a lot of time planning 
the artistic elements be it the set, 
props or the entire styling of the shoot. 
That is what gives the image a distinct 
style and mood. 1 also spend a lot of 
time on my lighting to get the exact 
result 1 want and do not rely on post- 
production to improve the light. It is 
always there to enhance colours, but it 
cannot be a substitute for good lighting. 
It is important to know the settings of 
the camera to get the desired result 
in terms of sharpness, depth of field 
etc. 1 always plan my camera settings 
in advance and 1 feel my experience of 
shooting on film has really helped 
me achieve the desired results in 
digital photography. 

DY: Are the photographers given 
freedom while shooting for 
publications and campaigns? 

Regardless of whether we 
are shooting editorials or 
campaigns, we always 
try to keep the brand- 
aesthetic in mind... 


NFK: In Pakistan, most of the editorial 
shoots are paid for by the designers 
themselves. The designer pays and 
gets the shoot done. They pay to print 
it in a magazine as a cover or editorial. 
Magazines also commission their own 
editorials once in a while but those 
are usually multi-branded. The 
publication only has a say or gets 
involved in shoots that they have 
commissioned, otherwise the client 
is the designer with whom we 
coordinate directly. Most designers 
allow us complete creative license 
and freedom. Some approach us with 
their own concepts as well, which we 
later tweak. 

Campaign shoots are different from 
editorial shoots, since it involves a 
textile mill or an overarching brand for 
which the designer is doing a capsule 
collection. They are therefore usually 
less stylistic and experimental; they 
are geared more towards the business 
end and are supposed to appeal to 
the masses. They are generally safer 
and more focused on being 'pretty' 
than artistic or edgy. Regardless of 
whether we are shooting editorials or 
campaigns, we always try to keep the 
brand-aesthetic in mind while planning 
the shoot and stay true to that. Each 
brand has its own unique look and 
image which is important to represent 
within the shoot and the concept. 
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Art Appreciation and 
Critical Analysis: 

Pic 2 and 3: In pic 2 the model has 
been well composed amidst patches 
of two complementary colours - a 
shade of orange on the top and cobalt 
blue below The other primary and 
secondary colours are in the right 
position. The yellow patch on the left 
side of the frame has been balanced 
well with a hint of yellow on the right. 
The slight bent given to the neck of 
the model complements well with 
the curved stem behind her. A neat 
hairstyle has completed the shot. 

The use of patterns from Islamic 
architecture immediately draws one's 
attention and the eye travels over the 
outfit in a natural way. This entire 


colour scheme reminds me of the 
paintings of Paul Gauguin and Henry 
Matisse - termed as 'fauvism' in art. Pic 
3 is similar in its visual language but an 
addition of a tertiary colour- shades 
of muddy brown and a dull green has 
added to the beauty of the frame. 

Pic4: This picture is a game of pastel 
shades. The vintage props have made it 
more interesting. At the same time it is 
an example of good art direction. If one 
notices the flooring, the art director 
and photographer have simply spread 
a newspaper on the floor. It still works. 
The hue of the picture is so perfect 
that it clearly indicates the 'hand' of a 
trained colourist and not just a 
photo editor. 


Pic 5: This once again is a pastel colour 
scheme. It is certainly not a serious 
colour scheme but portrays a 'childish 
mood'. Along with the perfect styling, 
it has rightly conveyed the message 
that even a teenage girl has gone back 
in time to her childhood days. A nice 
high-key shot. 

Pic 6: This picture is a nice play of 
warm colours. The green patch has 
added a soothing touch. 

Pic 7: Both the models have been 
composed very well and carry a neat 
hairstyle. We see a straight face and 
an absolute profile. Only the model in 
front has been given an earring. This has 
added to the aesthetics of the picture. 
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Pic 7 



brilliant conceptualizations like 
the use of fairy tales in a fashion 
feature. These three pictures 
remind us of childhood stories - 
Alice in Wonderland, Rapunzel, 
Snow White and Seven Dwarfs. 

The photographer and the stylist 
have worked hard in maintaining a 
common colour scheme comprising 
of shades of grey, poster reds and 
hints of brown. 


Pic 12: We again see a fauvist 
approach in this picture. The frame 


Pic 8: This is a unique symmetric 
composition. It is largely dominated 
by primary colours red and blue. The 
photographer has cleverly broken the 
symmetry through one-sided lighting, 
but has added a soft hair-light to bring 
a separation from the background. He 
has given an angle to the red trunk 
kept below. The repetition of the 
same red shade on the trunk, on her 
shoes and the nail paint is indeed a 
mark of NFK. Further, he has created a 
place for solid white and jet black as a 
defined 'colour' in the picture. 

Pic 9, 10, 11: These are examples of 
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is dominated by turquoise green. > 

Magenta is a complementary colour S' 

to such a colour shade in the colour o 

theory It has taken the right place in 5 ^ 

the picture. What 1 liked is the black t 5 

and white design pattern present on E -t 
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the dress, which is enlarged and added 
on the boxes as props in the frame. This 
has added to the picture. 

Pic 13: This outdoor shot has been 
composed well from a slight toppish 
angle. A vignette of grayish green 
created by the water waves, the boat 
painted solid white and the masses of 
yellow flowers with its complementary 
shades of violet has given a painting 
quality to the picture. The model is 
shown in a relaxed mood hence no 
accessories have been used. Her bare 
feet in the water shows that she is 
really enjoying being there. 


Pic 14: In this picture we can see a very 
natural soft light falling on the models. 
It is dominated by an earthy colour 
scheme and shades from quaternary 
and tertiary colour schemes. The 
photographer has not shot the picture 
head-on, but at an angle. The half- 
finished log cabin, with pyres of logs 
piled up behind, the snow having 
entered the house till that wall, the bust 
head of a 'ram' behind and the skull of 
some animal at the top of the frame has 
made it a surrealistic picture to some 
extent. |SP 


www.smartphotography.in 










Ashok Kandimalla 

V 


Smart Photography has been continually receiving requests to start a basic course for beginners. With this in 
mind, we have asked a very knowledgeable photographer from Hyderabad to take over writing these articles. We 
have also requested him to be as jargon-free as it is possible, so that newcomers to photography feel comfortable 
to pursue the hobby. 



The author, Ashok Kandimalla has been in the photographic field for over three decades and has extensive 
experience in both film and digital photography. Being an electronics engineer by profession and a photographer, 
he possesses a unique and deep insight into the technical aspects of digital photography and equipment. He has 
published several articles on photography and some of his writings have also been published in the well-known 
international magazine Popular Photography. 


An avid collector of photographic books and vintage cameras, Ashok has a keen interest in the history of 
photography and a passion for sharing his knowledge on photography through teaching and writing. He is 
presently working as a Management and Engineering consultant. You can see his work at http://www.flickr.com/ 
photos/ashok_kandimalla. He can be reached at kashokk@gmail.com 


Scene Modes 

One of the prominent features of any digital camera is 
the mode dial which dominates the top deck. This is a 
control that allows you to select an exposure mode and 
one of these is the 'Scene Mode' (Picture 1). What does 
this do and how will it help you to take better pictures? 
Well, that is the subject of the article. So, read on! 


Y ou know that right exposure Reciprocity effect: It means that the same exposure. Table 1 illustrates 

means the captured image should i several combinations of shutter speeds, this very well. All these combinations 

not be too dark [underexposed] apertures and ISO values can achieve give the same exposure! 

or too light [overexposed] but just right. 

The amount of light needed to record 
such an image must be of the right 
dosage - not too much or too less. This 
is determined by the exposure meter of 
the camera. The three parameters that 
control the exposure are - 

• Shutter Speed 
• Aperture and 
• ISO 

Now comes the problem. There is 
no fixed combination of these three 
to give a particular exposure. In fact 
hundreds of combinations are possible. 

Experienced photographers alter 
these combinations, to get different 
results - all with the same exposure! 

This is called the reciprocity effect. 

Sounds confusing? Don't worry the 
next paragraph will help you 
understand this. 
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Picture 1: Mode dial with "SCENE" mode selected. 
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Table 1 

Shutter Speed 

Aperture 

ISO 

1/125 sec 

f/8 

50 

1/250 sec 

f/11 

200 

1/125 sec 

f/16 

200 

1/250 sec 

f/16 

400 

1/125 sec 

f/22 

400 


Now, the question you will have is, 
which combination should you use? 

The answer is, it depends on what you 
want to photograph as different values 
of shutter speed, aperture and ISO will 
alter how the image is recorded. 

For example, do you want to stop the 
water drops from a fountain as they 
fall or do you want to stop a racing car 
in its tracks? These will need a fast 
shutter speed. You are taking a portrait 
and for this you would like a soft and 
unobtrusive background. This would 
need a wide aperture for less depth 
of field [DOF). Conversely, you are 
photographing a landscape and you 
want everything from a foreground 
rock to a distant mountain to be sharp. 
For this case you will need to use a very 
narrow aperture to get a large DOF. If 
you want to take a portrait of a baby 
you would like to use the lowest ISO 
possible to give a smooth skin. 

So, in essence what this means is 
that, while the exposure remains the 
same in most cases, the shutter speed, 
aperture and sometimes ISO have to be 
chosen by you based on what you want 
to capture. To make this task easier, 
cameras are equipped with various 
exposure modes which are set by the 
mode dial [Picture 1). Let us confine 
ourselves to four basic modes first. 
These are - 


• Manual Mode 

• Shutter Priority Mode 

• Aperture Priority Mode 

• Program 

Manual Mode: In this mode you can 
set both shutter speed and aperture as 
you wish, for total control. Changing 
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one of these will not in any way affect 
the other. Manual exposure mode 
simply gives an exposure as set by 
you. So, if you have set an exposure 
for a particular light, and then the 
light changes for whatever reason, the 
camera will make no effort to change 
the exposure that you have chosen. 

Rest of the modes you are going to see 
are "automatic" in the sense that if 
the light changes, the meter detects 
that change and alters [depending 
on the mode you have chosen) - viz. 
shutter speed or aperture or both 
and sometimes ISO to give correct 
exposure. 

Shutter Priority (or Tv or Time 
value) Mode: Here you choose the 
shutter speed and the camera will set 
the aperture based on the available 
light to give you correct exposure, 
provided it is possible. 

Aperture Priority (or Av or Aperture 
value) Mode: Similar to shutter 
priority mode but here you choose the 
aperture and the camera will set the 
shutter speed based on the available 
light to give the correct exposure, 
provided it is possible. 

Program: Here the camera sets both 
the shutter speed and aperture. In 
some cameras you can change the 
combination to give the same exposure. 
As an example, if the camera chooses 
1/250 second shutter speed and an 
aperture of f/11 then you can choose 
1/125 sec and f/16, which will give the 
same exposure. This feature is called 
'shifting of a program'. You might have 
observed that you are putting the 
principle of reciprocity to use here. 

What are Scene Modes?: This is a 
collective name for several situation 
specific modes. Of late these scene 
modes have multiplied and there are 
some cameras which have around 20 
[or even more) scene modes. They are 
basically meant to help a photographer 
to quickly choose [with the help of 
a suitable graphical icon) the right 
combination of shutter speed and 
aperture without getting into too many 
details. They are normally omitted 
in high end cameras. That said, there 
is really nothing amateurish in using 


them and in a hurry these are very 
handy. What are these first of all? 

All these are derivatives of program 
mode where the "program" that is 
the combination of shutter speed and 
aperture set is varied, to give the same 
exposure [except in a few cases, like 
high key and low key modes where 
the exposure is varied). However, 
the combination chosen is different 
to meet the situation. As an example 
let us say you have chosen sports 
mode and the camera is giving an 
exposure of 1/500 sec and f/4 [to 
stop action). If you had chosen close 
up mode under the same lighting, 
the camera may give 1/125 and f/8 
[for more DOF). In other words, 
exposure is maintained the same but 
the combination of shutter speed and 
aperture chosen is optimized based 
on the scene. Apart from the exposure, 
some other parameters [like frame 
advance, saturation, flash operation, 
etc.) are also set when you select a 
particular scene mode. So, these are 
sort of "pre-packaged" programs. 

Why do we need them? Let us 
look at two types of photographs 
that you often take- portraits and 
landscapes [as an example) and 
the corresponding parameters that 
you need to set [Table 2). You will 
observe that, you need to change 
quite a few parameters to get optimal 
results. Same will be the case when 
you photograph action or macro or 
at night as most of these parameters 
have to change, depending on the 
situation to get the best results. In 
fact this is only a partial list. You 
also need to choose white balance, 
exposure compensation, AF modes, 
etc., appropriately! 

Remembering all these for each 
situation can be tough but things 
can be worse. Let us say you are 
photographing a landscape and 
suddenly you would like to take a 
portrait of a member of your family. 
From the Table 2 you can see that you 
need to change a number parameters 
to handle the situation. This will 
result in two problems. One is 
difficulty in remembering the correct 
parameters for various situations 
and second is to quickly respond to a 
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Table 2 


Parameter 


Type of 
Photograph 

Shutter Speed 

Aperture 

Picture Control 
/ Style* 

Release mode 

Portrait 

Around 1/125 sec. 

Wide aperture like 
f/2 for keeping the 
DOF shallow 

Portrait 

Continuous to 
capture changing 
expressions 

Landscape 

Not important but 
min. speed to hand 
hold is needed 

Aperture of f/8 
or narrower for 
adequate DOF. 

Landscape 

Single 


changing situation. What is the 
solution to this problem? Scene modes 
to your rescue! 

Setting the scene modes: In the earlier 
cameras, you could set various scene 
modes directly by rotating the mode dial 
as these were marked on the mode dial. 
Of late however, the number of scene 
modes offered have become so many that 
it is not possible to mark these on the 
dial itself. Hence, in most new cameras 
setting the dial to "Scene" will simply let 
you access to many scene modes. [Please 


see how you can get this access by 
checking your camera manual). 

The scene modes offered in a 
typical digital camera are given in 
Table 3 along with some important 
parameters that need to be set to 
get best results. Remember that this 
is a partial list of scene modes. So 
what will be the complete list like? 
Unfortunately, manufacturers are 
going a little overboard here and 
modes have proliferated! Sometimes 
they are even given some silly names 


like Appetizing Food, Cute Pet, etc. 

One thing you must remember is that 
scene modes will change the ISO [this 
is called Auto ISO) to get the most 
desirable shutter speed and aperture. 
Since a picture can tell more than a 
thousand words, the most important 
scene modes are accompanied by 
examples for your benefit. Also, 
remember that the implementation may 
change slightly from one manufacturer 
to another, but this table will give you a 
good idea on what scene modes do. 



Picture 2: Portrait Mode. A wide aperture is chosen to give a blurred 
background making it unobtrusive. This also helps to make the viewer 
concentrate of the face due to its higher sharpness. Tech Data: Aperture 
f/2, shutter speed 1/1250, ISO 250, focal length 90mm. 



Picture 3: Child Portrait. Wide aperture was chosen plus the image is soft- 
ened a bit. Tech Data: Aperture f/2.8, shutter speed 1/100, ISO 200, focal 
length 85mm. 
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Table 3 

Scene 
Mode & 
Example 

Main 

Characteristic of 
the mode 

What the scene mode sets - 

Shutter 

Speed 

Aperture 

Picture 

Control 

WB 

Flash 

Mode 

AF 

Area 

Mode 

Release 

MOde 

Portrait 
(Picture 2) 

Blurred background 
through minimum 

DOF, slightly softer 
image 

Cl] 

Wide to 
give min. 

DOF to blur 
background 

Portrait 
for natural 
skin tones 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Single 
point to 
focus on 
the eye 

C2] 

Continuous 
to capture 
fleeting 
expressions 

Child (Also 
suitable 
for pets) 
(Picture 3) 

Uses less sharpness 
to soften the image 
to bring out the 
smoothness of baby 
skin. Rest similar to 
Portrait 

Slightly 

higher 

speeds 

since 

children 

keep 

moving. 

Wide to 
give min. 

DOF to blur 
background 

Portrait 
for natural 
skin tones 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Continuous 
to capture 
fleeting 
expressions 

Landscape 
(Picture 4) 

Large DOF for 
sharpness throughout 
the frame. High 
sharpness is also 
applied by camera. 
Green and red colors 
are boosted. 

Cl] 

Narrow to 
give large 
DOF 

Landscape 
for punchy 
colors 

Auto 

Disabled 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Sports / 
Action (Also 
suitable for 
wildlife) 
(Picture 5) 

Fast shutter speed to 
freeze action. Frame 
advance is kept in 
continuous to take 
photograph after 
photograph so long as 
you keep the shutter 
release pressed 

Fast shutter 
speed is set 

Not 

important 

Standard 

Auto 

Disabled 

Single 

point 

with 

tracking 

Continuous 

Close up 
(Picture 6) 

Due to high 
magnification, the 
images are prone to 
hand-shake. Since 

DOF will be less, 
narrower apertures 
are set. Flash can be 
activated if needed 

Moderately 
high to 
prevent 
handshake 

Moderately 
narrow for 
more DOF 

Standard 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Single 
point for 
precise 
focus 

Single 

Night 
Landscape 
(Picture 7) 

Here the scene is lit 
by the ambient light 
plus lights from the 
buildings. The light 
will be less and hence 
the camera with 
choose a slow shutter 
speed. Less sharpness 
is applied to reduce 
noise 

Will be 
slow. You 
need to use 
a tripod 

Narrow to 
keep give 
large DOF 

Standard 

Auto 

Disabled 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 
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Night 
Portrait 
(Picture 8) 

Similar to above but 
with the addition of a 
subject in foreground 
in front of a lit 
background. So, flash 
will get activated to 
record the subject 
and a long exposure 
is given to record 
the background. 
Exposure is set to 
give a good balance 
between subject and 
background 

Same as 
above 

Wide to 
give min. 

DOF to blur 
background 

Portrait 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Party/Indoor 

Somewhat similar 
to night portrait. 

The exposure is set 
to provide a good 
balance between 
indoor lighting and 
the subject lit by flash 

Will be 
slow. You 
need to use 
a tripod 

Moderate 
to give 
reasonable 
DOF 

Standard 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Beach / 

Snow 

These are generally 
bright scenes with 
lot of light tones 
areas) which tend get 
underexposed. This 
mode prevents that 

Cl) 

Narrow to 
give large 
DOF 

Landscape 

Auto 

Disabled 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Sunset 

This mode preserves 
warm tones that 
are present during 
sunsets 

Cl) 

Narrow to 
give large 
DOF 

Landscape 

C3) 

Disabled 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Candlelight 

Candlelight is very 
warm and WB is set 
to reduce too much 
redness while at the 
same time preserving 
the warmth of candle 
light 

Will be 
slow. You 
need to use 
a tripod 

Wide to 
give min. 

DOF to blur 
background 

Standard 

■C3) 

Disabled 
as it will 

over 

power 

candle 

light. 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Blossom 

Colours are boosted 
overall 

Cl) 

Narrow to 
give large 
DOF 

Landscape 

Auto 

Disabled 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Autumn 

colours 

Colours especially 
reds, oranges and 
yellows are boosted 

Cl) 

Narrow to 
give large 
DOF 

Landscape 

Auto 

Disabled 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Food 

Overall saturation is 
slightly boosted to 
make the food look 
attractive 

Cl) 

Moderate 
to give 
reasonable 
DOF 

Standard 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

High key 

The subject is lighter 
than average tone. 

So the image is 
overexposed [by 
around 1.5 stops) 
to record the tones 
properly 

Cl) 

Moderate 
to give 
reasonable 
DOF 

Standard 

with 

higher 

contrast 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 

Low Key 

The subject is darker 
than average tone. 

So the image is 
underexposed [by 
around 1.5 stops) 
to record the tones 
properly 

Cl) 

Moderate 
to give 
reasonable 
DOF 

Standard 

with 

higher 

contrast 

Auto 

Auto TTL 

Auto AF 

point 

selection 

Single 
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Picture 5: Sports / Action. This osprey has been captured as it took off. A high shutter speed was used to freeze the 
action. The aperture value is not important here. Since this sort of movement is unpredictable, the frame release is 
set to continuous advance mode. Tech Data: Nikon D750 with Nikkor 80-400 AFS VR lens, Aperture f/7.1, shutter 
speed 1/750, ISO 900, focal length 400mm. 



Picture 6: Close up. Such images have inherently less DOF due to high magnification. However, the latter can result 
in blurry images due to hand-shake. Hence, a reasonably fast shutter speed will be chosen along with a moderate 
aperture to give a little DOF. Tech Data: Aperture f/5, shutter speed 1/400 sec, ISO 200, focal length 90mm. 
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Picture 7: Night Land- 
scape. Exposure is set 
for the overall scene. 
Slow shutter speeds 
will necessitate the 
use of a tripod. Tech 
Data: Aperture f/14, 
shutter speed 3 sec- 
onds, ISO 200, focal 
length 50mm. 


Picture 8: Night Portrait. 
Similar to Picture 7 but 
with the addition of a 
foreground subject. A 
flash is used to brighten 
up the people in the 
foreground. Flash 
power and exposure 
are adjusted to give a 
balanced exposure be- 
tween background and 
foreground. Tech Data: 
Aperture f/3.5, shutter 
speed 1/3 sec, ISO 800, 
focal length 30mm. 




Note: 

(1) - Shutter speed is not important in these cases. However, you 
must maintain a minimum handholdable shutter speed as the 
standard thumb rule [see Smart Photography, June 2015 for more on 
this] or even better, use a tripod. 

(2) Most scene modes set AF Area mode to Auto meaning that the 
camera will select an AF Point and focus on that point. This is mostly 
fine but sometimes camera can focus on an unwanted point. AF mode 
is set to AF-Auto [called Al-Focus by Canon] where the focus is locked 
when the subject is stationary. If the subject moves then the mode 
switches to Continuous AF to track and keep in focus a 

moving subject. 

(3) White balance is generally kept at 'Auto" except in the case of 
Sunset and Candle Light modes where it is set to retain the warm 
tone. |SP 


(*) What are Picture Controls (or Picture Styles) and how are they 
different from Scene modes? 

Whenever a JPEG file is generated the various parameters that you had 
set in the camera viz.,- white balance, saturation, contrast, sharpness, 
hue, etc. are taken into account while processing. 

However, setting these one by one can be cumbersome. Recognizing 
this, camera manufacturers have started combining all these settings 
into easily recallable groups called Picture Controls [also called Picture 
Styles]. Hence, if you have a Picture Control for Portraits and another 
for landscapes, among others, you can select one of them and the 
camera will process as per that group settings without the need to 
change each setting. 

Now, there is some scope for confusion here since you will also find a 
few scene modes with same or similar sounding names. So, what is the 
difference between scene modes and picture controls? Well there is a 
major difference! First picture controls only affect the JPEG processing. 
Unlike scene modes they do not in any way alter anything else. For 
example they have no effect on shutter speed, aperture, exposure mode, 
flash operation, frame advance, etc. and all these are under your control. 
You can also set any exposure or metering mode you want. 

On the other hand, remember that scene modes are derivatives of the 
program exposure mode where both the shutter speed and aperture are 
set by the camera. Also certain other decisions are taken. For example, 
when you choose landscape flash in disabled and frame advance is set to 
single frame. 

However, scene modes will also choose a picture control and this will 
affect the JPEG processing. For example, a landscape scene mode will 
choose the landscape picture that gives vibrant colors while the portrait 
scene mode will choose portrait picture control that will support true 
skin tones. Other picture control that is used for a number of scene 
modes is "Standard" [which is a sort of general option which gives 
balanced results suitable for most subjects]. As already mentioned, 
scene modes will also choose apart from these, AF mode, white balance, 
frame release mode, flash operation appropriately [See Table 3]. 



Should you use scene modes 
at all? Yes, but remember that 
they work well if the scene you 
are photographing and the 
mode you choose match! Giving 
candlelight mode to high key 
scene for example will not give 
you good results! Some of the 
advanced users say that these 
scene modes are unnecessary 
crutches that never help the 
photographer understand what 
is going on and even call them 
"idiot modes". While this is true 
to a certain extent, I feel that 
they are an excellent means to 
get you started as they allow you 
to initially concentrate on the 
subject and composition rather 
than the technical aspects of 
photography. However, learn 
what parameters each scene 
mode is altering and why. Also 
don't try to use all modes. In my 
opinion you can restrict yourself 
to a few most used modes like 
- Portrait, Landscape, Night, 
Night Portrait, Child and Sports. 
As you gain more experience, 
you can drop the scene modes 
and start using the aperture 
priority exposure mode, which 
is preferred by advanced and 
professional photographers. 
Scene modes are like support 
wheels on either side of a bicycle 
to prevent kids from falling as 
they learn how to balance. Once 
that is learnt there is no need 
for them and they should be 
removed. Use the scene modes in 
the same way! 
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Macro 

Photography 

0 Rohinton Mehta 


S trictly speaking, 'macro' 

photography relates to images 
taken at a reproduction ratio of 
1:1 [magnification lx) or higher [up to 
about 25x). This means that an object 
is reproduced on the imaging sensor, 
the same size as the original, or larger. 
If, for example, an object is say, 5cm 
> long and it is recorded on the imaging 
2 sensor as 5cm, then it is recorded at 
? 'life-size' or 1:1 or lx magnification. 

^ However, in practical terms, 

■c o reproduction ratio of 1:2 [half life-size) 
E -t is also considered as 'macro'. 


Please note that there is a difference 
between 'macro' and 'close-up' 
photography. Close-up photography is 
concerned with reproduction of 1:20 
to nearing 1:1 [1:20 would mean that 
an object 1" long is rendered on the 
imaging sensor as 20th part of an inch. 

If an object 5cm long is recorded on the 
sensor as 10cm, the reproduction ratio 
would be 2:1. In other words, the image 
on the sensor would be twice as large 
as the original object [2x). Be careful 
that you do not mention that as 1:2 


because that would mean that an object 
5cm long was recorded as 2.5 cm [half 
life-size) on the sensor. 

'Macro' opens up a new world of 
photography. It lets us see fine details 
that would be nearly impossible to see 
with our naked eyes. 

Macro photography [including close- 
up photography) can be done with 
any modern camera - even with your 
smartphone camera. What is needed 
basically, is a lens that can focus very 
close. A 'normal' 50mm lens on the 
35mm format can generally focus no 
closer than 18". Special lenses, known 
as Macro lenses, allow us to focus as 
close as approximately 4" [depends on 
the focal length though). Some point 
and shoot digital cameras close focus at 
1cm [or even closer) from the subject. 
For this brief article, and to keep the 
discussion as simple as possible, we 
shall consider using only a full-frame 
D-SLR. [You can always use APS-C 
sensor models but the effective focal 
lengths will change) 

There are many methods to achieve 
macro magnifications. Here are a few 
simple methods: 


Macro lenses: Macro lenses are 
available in various focal lengths. [Note 
that Nikon labels its macro lenses as 
'Micro' lenses as in 'Micro-Nikkor'). 

In this article, we shall use the term 
'macro' and not 'micro'. Typical focal 
lengths are 50/60mm, 90/100/105mm, 
though a 200mm macro lens is also 
available. 
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Centipede with new born babies, shot using a Nikon 60mm f/2.8 Micro lens 


Each focal length has its advantages 
and disadvantages. At any fixed 
reproduction ratio, the smaller focal 
lengths will let you focus from a closer 
distance. Note that with macro lenses, 
you measure the distance from the 
front of the lens to the subject [and 
not from the sensor plane). This is also 
known as the 'working distance'. 


For the same magnification, 

a longer focal length macro lens lets 
you stay further away from the subject. 
This can prevent your shadow from falling 
on the subject and the extra working 
distance can be an advantage if you want to 
set-up additional lighting. Secondly, it can 
also offer you greater safety when you are 
trying to photograph a dangerous critter 
like a scorpion or a snake or any other 
spooky subject. Thirdly, the longer focal 
length means that less of the background 
will be visible, which can improve 
the picture by keeping away 
unnecessary clutter from 
the background. 


The reader will notice that in the 
advantages of using a longer focal 
length macro lens, 1 did not mention 
anything about the depth of field. 
Wouldn't being further away from the 
subject also provide greater DOF? Note 
that 1 have mentioned "For the same 
magnification...", and so, the answer is 
'no'. Let me explain: 

If you take 3 macro 
lenses, say, 50mm, 

100mm and 200mm 
and produce the 
same magnification 

on the sensor [you 
would have to place 
the 50mm closest 
to the subject, the 
100mm mid-way and the 200mm 
furthermost away from the subject) 
^and use the same aperture, the depth 
of field with all the three lenses will 
be identical! 

So remember, magnification 

and aperture being the same. 

all lenses will provide the same 

depth of field. 

Close-up filters: Macro lenses can 
be expensive and not everyone may 
want to put in the extra money. There 
is an inexpensive alternative - close- 


up filters, also known as close-up 
lenses or supplementary lenses. Once 
attached to a lens, it reduces the focal 
length of the combo and hence the 
lens can focus much closer. These 
filters are available in various dioptres 
[strengths) and varying diameters to 
suit different lenses. 



Dioptre 

+1 

+2 

+3 

+4 


Focal length 

1 meter 
1/2 meter 
1/3 meter 
1/4 meter 


These close-up attachments are 
available up to +10 dioptre but for 
practical reasons, 1 would not go 
beyond using +4. 

How do they work? 

You simply attach the required filter 
to your lens, the same way you would 
attach any other filter. 
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Picture shot with a 50mm lens set to its closest focus. 



You can also stack two dioptres if 
necessary. As an example, if you have a 
+1 and a +2, you can combine them to 
form a +3 but you must always attach 
the stronger filter first to the lens. 
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And yes, before you attach a close-up 
filter, remove the 'safety filter' [usually 
your UV filter) in case you have it on 
the lens. 

Drawbacks, compared to a true 
macro lens 

• Image quality may not be as good 
as with a macro lens [but this also 
depends on the quality of the close-up 
filter. 1 have used high-end close-up 
filters in the past and no one ever knew 
the difference, even on 20x16" prints) 

• Unless you remove the close-up 
filter, the lens will not focus on distant 
objects. 

• Regularly attaching and detaching a 
close-up filter increases the chances 
of damage to the lens filter thread, 
especially if the lens filter thread is 
made of plastic [Most modern lenses 
have filter thread made of plastic). 


Extension Tubes: Extension tubes are 
hollow metal rings placed between the 
camera body and the lens. Doing this 
allows the lens to be focussed much 
closer. As an example, a 300mm lens 
may have a minimum focussing distance 
of say, 6 feet, but with an appropriate 
extension tube, it could focus much 
closer, may be 3 feet. This obviously 
will create a larger image on the sensor. 
Extension tubes are available from most 
camera manufacturers as well as from 
third party. Please be very sure that the 

Picture shot using a +4 closeup filter with a 50mm lens set to infinity. extension tube VOU are trviUE tO attach. 

When the focus is set to infinity, and 
you attach a +1, the lens will focus at 
1 meter. 

When the focus is set to infinity, and 
you attach a +2, the lens will focus at 
1/2 meter. 

When the focus is set to infinity, and 
you attach a +3, the lens will focus at 
1/3 meter. 

When the focus is set to infinity, and 
you attach a +4, the lens will focus at 
1 /4 meter. 

The above stands true for any lens 
you use. 

[With the focus set to closer distances, 
the combo will focus closer and hence 
provide greater magnification) 
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With close-up filters, there is no 
noteworthy loss of light hitting the 
sensor and you can use your camera's 
in-built exposure meter without any 
hassle. 

As an example, you attach a +4 to a 
50mm lens and to a 200mm lens. Both 
the lenses, when set to infinity, will 
actually focus at 1/4 meter [about 10 
inches). Obviously, the 200mm will 
provide a much larger image even 
though both the lenses have 
identical dioptre attached 
and are focussed at the 
same distance [in this 
case, l/4m/10"). 




is compatible with your camera, or else 
it could cause damage. As with the close- 






Picture shot using Nikon's PK-13 extention tube with a 50mm lens. 



Try: 

X Try reversing a 50mm \ 

/ normal lens and take a shot (if you \ 

/ don't have a reversal ring, just hold the \ 
reversed lens touching the camera 
body and then you move towards the 
subject till you get the subject in focus. Be 
careful though; you will have to 
go very close to the subject (about 
an inch or two); you could hit 
\ the subject with the exposed rear / 
\ surface of the lens. Also be / 

cautious that you don't 
let go of the lens!) 


using the filter thread. Please use lens 
reversal rings only with prime lenses. 

Note that this does not work equally 
well with every lens. It works best with 
those lenses in which the diaphragm 
appears the same size irrespective of 
which end you look through. 


up filters, you cannot focus on farther 
away subjects unless you remove the 
extension tube. On the positive side, 
there is no loss of image quality since 
extension tubes have no optics. 

Since the lens is extended away from 
the camera body, there is a reduction in 
the amount of light reaching the sensor. 
However, all D-SLRs today use TTL 
(Through The Lens) metering, which 
will take care of the light loss. 

Tele-converters (TCs): A tele- 
converter multiplies the focal length 
of the lens it is attached to. A 1.4x TC 
increases the focal length by a factor of 
1.4; a 1.7x increases the focal length 1.7 
times. A 2x TC doubles the focal length. 
A TC is a 'negative' lens; it spreads the 
light from the lens it is attached to. Due 
to this, the light reaching the imaging 
sensor is reduced. A 1.4x TC loses 1 
stop of light; a 2x TC reduces the light 
by 2 stops. As an example, a 200mm 
f/2.8 lens with a 1.4x will become a 
280mm f/4 lens; 200mm f/2.8 + 2x 
will become a 400mm f/5.6 lens. When 
shooting from the same position, the 



400mm will obviously provide greater 
magnification. 

Do note that any imperfections of the 
lens will also be magnified accordingly. 
For this reason it is wiser to use the 
best lens you can afford. And generally, 
we use TCs only with prime lenses for 
the same reason. 

Lens Reversal: Using a special adapter, 
known as the Lens Reversal Ring, it is 
possible to mount a lens in reverse. The 
ring has a normal lens mount on one 
side and filter thread on the other. You 
first attach the ring to the camera body 
and then attach the lens in reverse 


Note: When you use a lens reversal 
ring, make sure that the lens you are 
using has an aperture ring (a non-G 
type lens). For the shot you see 
here, 1 used a 50mm f/1.4G lens and 
hence had to manually adjust the 
aperture using the stop-down lever 
on the lens. This is troublesome, 
and you cannot be sure of the f/ 
number you are using. 

As indicated earlier, there are other 
methods too for getting into macro 
photography, but for the sake of 
simplicity, we have discussed the few 
which almost anyone can use. |SP 
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Welcome to My World of 

Landscapes 


S Rohinton Mehta 

O f all the genres of photography, 
landscapes is probably the most 
sought after, though an equal 
number of photographers may prefer 
wildlife or even portrait photography. 
Landscapes are found everywhere, 
but I would be the first to admit that 


you are a person who hates walking 
or carrying a reasonable amount of 
load, then landscape photography 
[or for that matter, any other genre of 
photography) is probably not for you. 
Stay home and enjoy your television! 


at the positive side, highlights don't get 
overexposed on an overcast day and 
shadows show up with detail! Strong 
sunlight that casts heavy shadows is 
also often considered 'bad' but it can 
accentuate colours and create contrast 
with low-contrast subjects. Frontal 
light is not good for bringing about 
the modulations in tones but again, 
frontal light gets you punchy vibrant 
colours. So before you justify yourself, 
remember that each type of light has 
its own plus points and you, as the 
photographer, should exploit this 
possibility thoroughly. 

When it comes to 'light', we need to 
understand its qualities, which further 
depends on the strength [intensity) 


I prefer going out of the city for my 
dose of it. But before we go ahead, let 
us be very clear about an essential 
requirement for stunning landscapes. 
In my opinion, the most important 
requirement is to get out of your 
comfort zone! If you are the 
type of person who loves 
to tuck under a warm 
blanket on a cold wintry 
night and not get up till 
the sun warms the air, or if 


Photography is painting with light. 
Without light, there can be no 
photography. It is generally assumed 
that good photography can only be 
done during the 'golden hours' [one 
hour just after the sun rises, 
one hour before the sun 
sets). While that holds true 
most of the time, consider 
this: Light on an overcast 
day is often considered 
'bad' but if you care to look 


Note: For the 
purpose of this 
learning, we will 
not be considering 
medium and large 
format cameras. 
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and 'hardness', direction and colour. 

We also need to know the effect of 
light on reflective, non-reflective and 
translucent subjects. 

Soft light: Early morning and late 
evening light is considered 'soft'. Light 
on a cloudy day is also considered 
'soft'. Soft light is good for high contrast 
subjects; it prevents/reduces highlight 
burnouts and fills shadows with details. 
It is also very good for close-ups. 

Hard light: Strong, afternoon light is 
considered as 'hard' light. Though often 
considered as 'non-photographical' 
light, it can, under certain 
circumstances, be used for landscape 
photography. 

Medium strength light: Medium 
strength light falls between soft and 
hard light and is often considered 
the best for landscape photography, 
especially if it hits the scene at an 
angle. Angular and medium strength 
light brings out texture and detail, 
while providing the best modelling 
[modulation of tones). 


Direction of light: Frontal light, which 
is not considered good for portraits, 
is fine for landscapes, since it brings 
out vibrant colours and fills up most 
shadows with details. 

Side lighting emphasises texture and 
form. 

Back lighting makes for dramatic 
silhouettes. 

Twilight is good for bringing out the 
beautiful blues and pinks in the sky. 

Colour of light & White Balance 
(WB): Whatever is the colour of the 
light, is the final colour of your photo. 

It is necessary to think of the colour of 
light as 'cold' or 'warm'. Early morning 
light can be 'cold' [blueish) while 
late evening light is 'warm' [reddish- 
yellow). 

White Balance is a fancy term in 
photography that helps us to maintain 
neutral colours in our photos. After all, 
what is white in a scene must appear 
white in the photo. But 1 just mentioned 


A Tip for sunrise/sunset 
photographers: Do not 

use Auto White Balance 
[AWB) for sunrise/sunset 
shots. If you do, it's very 
likely that the subtle 
colours you see in the sky 
may 'wash out'. Instead, use 
'Daylight' preset. 


above that whatever is the colour 
of the light, is the final colour of the 
photo. This means that, for example, 
if 1 photograph the Taj Mahal at Agra 
in the late evening, the white marbled 
Taj will appear yellowish. You may like 
that or you may not. Digital cameras 
allow us to change this situation - 
you can control the White Balance so 
that the monument appears white in 
spite of the colour of the light being > 

yellowish. S' 

U) 

B 

You can of course use White Balance 5 ^ 

creatively. You can, for example, set t: 5 

your WB to create 'warmer' effect even E -t 
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when the light is not 'warm' [set the 
WB on your camera to 'Cloudy' when 
it is actually sunny). Or set the WB to 
'Tungsten' to give a moonlit effect even 
during daytime! 

Landscape photography equipment 
Camera Bodies: Almost any camera 
body can be used for landscape 
photography but the larger sensor 
cameras do have some advantages, 
especially in low light. 

35mm type - sensor size 36x24mm 
- [often referred to as 'full-frame') 
provide better dynamic range and the 
best noise control. Whether you use a 
D-SLR or a Mirrorless Interchangeable 
Lens Camera, it does not matter. 

APS-C size sensor models - sensor size 
approx. 23. 7x15. 7mm - can provide 
image quality almost indistinguishable 
from its larger sensor cousins. 

Again, whether you use a D-SLR or 
a Mirrorless Interchangeable Lens 
Camera, it does not matter. 

Micro Four Thirds - sensor size 
approximately 17.3xl3mm - offer you 
the comfort of carrying lightweight 
equipment, while keeping up with high 
standards of image quality. 

1 " Type sensor models - Sensor size 
approximately 13. 2x8. 8mm - [like the 
Sony RXlOO, Panasonic FZIOOO etc) 
offer pretty decent image quality as 
long as you don't go overboard in 
your print size and as long as 
you shoot in good to average 
light. 


Nikon D800E 


SonyRXl 


Canon 7D Mark II 


OlYMPUS 


Panasonic GH4 


Olympus EM5 Mark II 


Sony RXlOO III 


Panasonic FZIOOO 


www.smartphotography.in 


Panorama, shot using Samsung S3 mobile phone 



Landscape photography can of course be 
done with even smaller sensor cameras, 
including the mobile phone cameras. As 
long as your ambitions are not too high 
[and even that is changing day by day) 
you'd be pretty happy with the image 
quality from mobile phone cameras. 

Lenses 

Though we often think of [and use) 
wide-angle lenses for landscape 
photography, it's not necessary to stick 
to them; you can use any lens - from 
super telephoto to fish-eye - as long 
as you understand what each lens is 
capable of. 


Wide-angle lens - Any lens that covers 
a reasonably wider field of view than 
the 50mm lens, is considered as a 
wide-angle lens [Eg. 35mm, 28mm, 
24mm, 20mm etc). Such lenses are very 
useful when photographing in cramped 
spaces and for landscape photography. 
Wide-angle lenses make distant 
objects appear even further away 
[further away than they actually are). 
Objects close to the lens appear very 
large while far-away objects appear 
much smaller. 

Unless you consider yourself as an 
accomplished photographer and know 


what you are doing, my suggestion to 
you is to stay away from the ultra- 
wide-angle [wider than 24mm) lenses. 
Most users of wide-angle lenses use 
them just to cover wider vistas, but 
that's not the main reason for using 
them. When used correctly, ultra-wide- 
angle lenses can create extreme visual 
depth. To do that, you position the 
camera very close to an eye-catching 
element in the foreground [the 'anchor 
point'], angle the camera slightly 
downwards and keep the horizon 
high up in the frame. Then use a 
narrow aperture to cover the needed 
depth of field. 




Normal lens - In 35mm format, 
lens is considered a 'normal' 
lens. 50mm is the focal 
length against which all other 
focal lengths are compared. 

It covers [diagonally) 
approximately 46°. [Some 
photographers think that this 
lens is called 'normal' because 
a view through it, is the same 
as the view through a single 
eye. This of course is not 
true). 


Nikon 50mm f/1.4 


a 50mm 


Compare this pic with the one overleaf. Wide-angle lenses make distant objects appear even further away 
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Camera: Canon EOS IDs Mark III 

Lens: 24mm Tilt/Shift L II 

Filter: 6-stop ND -i- 2-stop GND 

Aperture: F/13; Shutter speed: 45sec; ISO: 100 
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An extreme wide-angle lens, which 
covers 180° or more is known as a 
fish-eye lens. This too can be used to 
create stunning and 
surreal images. The 
distortions created 
by such a lens can 
be often corrected 
[to a degree) using 
modern software. 

Telephoto lens - Any 
lens that covers a 
reasonably narrower 
field of view than 
the 50mm lens, is 
considered as a 
telephoto lens [Eg. 

70mm, 100mm, 

200mm etc). It's a 
misconception that 
you can photograph 
landscapes only using 
a wide-angle lens. 

You can certainly use 
a telephoto lens [or 
even a normal lens) 
for this purpose. 

A telephoto lens is 
most useful when 


you want to visually compress a scene 
(when you want to visually narrow- 
down the distance between the nearby 


and background elements in your scene]. 
A telephoto lens can also isolate an 
element from its background. 


Compare this pic with the one overleaf. Notice how the telephoto lens has brought the mountain closer to the row-houses 
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Camera: Canon EOS IDs Mark III 

Lens: EF 70-200mm f2.8 at 125mm 

Aperture: F/13; Shutter speed: l/50sec; ISO: 125 


Photo courtesy: Rajen Nandwana 






Zoom lens - A zoom lens [often 
referred to as a zoom) offers multiple 
focal lengths in one lens. 1 label this 
lens as a 'convenience lens'. 

1 am sometimes asked, "which lenses 
should 1 carry for my landscape 
photography trip"? There can be no 
clear-cut answers; the answers would 
depend on your intended location, 
prevailing weather conditions, whether 
easy transport is available at all times, 
the amount of walking you'll do, your 
physical health and your personal 
likes and dislikes. Here are some focal 
lengths you could consider [1 have 
suggested zooms for convenience; you 
can use primes if you like): 


Tip: Don't use a zoom 
lens like a zoom lens! In other 
words, don't use a zoom lens just 
to change the angle of view while 
shooting from the same position. If 
you shoot from the same position, 
the perspective will remain the same 
no matter what focal length you use. 
Instead, consider each marked focal 
length as a different prime lens 
and use your feet to go towards 
or away from your subject 
to frame it. 


Cable Release 

It is possible to jerk the camera even 
when on a tripod. Using a suitable 
cable release [or even better, using a 
wireless release) guarantees shake-free 
images. 


Focal lengths for 'full-frame' 
models (near abouts):16-35mm; 
24-70mm/24-120mm; 70-200mm 


Focal lengths for APS-C models 
(near abouts): Fisheye; 12-24mm; 
18-55mm; 50-150mm 


1 again repeat that these are only 
suggestions based on my experience 
and not a fool-proof guarantee. 


Tripod 

A tripod, often considered as a pain 
in the pyjamas, is, in my opinion, 
the most important accessory for 
landscape photographers. Let's 
face it. A tripod is troublesome to 
carry. It will slow you down. Small 
movements of the tripod or the 
tripod head for better framing 
can be a nuisance if you are not 
conversant with your tripod. 

But you forget something very 
important. It will provide 
you with sharper pictures. 

It will allow you to use 
narrow apertures to 
increase your depth of 
field, even in low light 
and without boosting the 
ISO. It will provide you with sharper 
images when you use very long 
shutter speeds with neutral density 
filters. It will allow you to use the 
optimum aperture of your lens 
and still provide extreme depth of 
field [using focus stacking). In my 
opinion, a tripod's advantages 
far supersede its disadvantages. 


Polariser [CPL) but mirrorless camera 
users can use either a CPL or a Linear 
Polariser. Note that while the effects 
of many filters can be simulated in 
Photoshop [and other such programs), 
at the time of this writing it is not 
possible to simulate the effects of 
polariser in Photoshop. 


Filters 

It's true that the advent of digital 
photography has seen less and less 
use of various filters. 

Even then, a few filters 
should be in every 
photographer's bag. 

Polariser - Used correctly, 
a polarising filter reduces 
atmospheric haze, 
removes glare, saturates 
colours, deepens blue 
skies, and to a certain 
extent, increases 
shadow details. If 
you are using a 
D-SLR, then you 
need a Circular 


Hoya Circular Polariser 


Neutral Density (ND) filters - If your 
passion is to create silky-smooth flow 
of water or clouds, then ND filters are 
recommended for you. These filters 
allow us to use slower shutter speeds 
without overexposing the images, even 
in bright light. 


Hoya 3 -stop ND filter 


ND filters are available in various 
strengths - 1 stop [0.3x); 2 stops 
[0.6x), 3 stops [0.9x) and go up to 9 
stops [generally). 


Graduated Neutral Density (GND) 
filters - These are very useful filters 
for landscape photographers. Under 
very contrasty lighting situations, 
photographing landscapes that 
involve a bright sky as well as a dark 
foreground, is often a problem. If 
you expose correctly for the bright 
sky, the foreground will get too 
dark; if you expose correctly for 
the dark foreground, the sky will 
get overexposed. If you go half-and- 
half [select a middle exposure), both, 
the sky as well as the foreground will 
suffer. One easy way out here is to use 
a Graduated Neutral Density filter 
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Top portion of 
the sky darkened 
using a 2 -stop 
GND filter 
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[GND). After focussing and metering, 
place the GND filter in front of the lens 
so that the darker portion of the filter 
covers the bright sky [Filter holders are 
available). Note that you do not meter 
after the filter is placed in position -you 
meter before you position the filter. A 
drawback of using GND filters is that 
the horizon line should be more or less 
straight; if something is protruding into 
the sky area [like a tree or mountain), 
that too will darken and look false. 

Graduated ND filters come in round 
shape as well as squares/rectangles. 1 
suggest you purchase only the square/ 
rectangular shapes otherwise the 
demarcation line will always pass 
through the center of your composition. 
With the square/rectangular filter, you 
can shift its position to suit 
your framing. 



Graduated ND-soft filter 

www.smartphotography.in 


Note that GND filters come in 
varying strengths and two varieties 
- with a soft demarcation and a hard 
demarcation. When using wide-angle 
lenses, use the soft-demarcation 
filters; with telephoto lenses, use the 
hard-demarcation ones. The filter 
strength is marked thus: 0.3x [1 stop). 

Graduated 



Graduated ND-hard filter 


0.6x [2 stops) 0.9x [3 stops) etc. They 
are available in different colours too, 
example graduated blue, graduated 
tobacco, graduated yellow etc. 

Camera Bag 

Let's face it! Procuring a camera bag 
that suits every photo shoot is easier 
said than done [1 have 7 camera bags 
but 1 never seem to have the one 1 
need!). Either your bag is too small or 
too big or too heavy. 

A loaded camera bag could easily weigh 
anything between 10-18 Kg [23- 41 
lbs). Hence be very sure that you carry 
only what you'll actually need [but 
Murphy's law says that you'll need the 
lens that you did not bring along!). 
Overloading could mean a very tiring 
and frustrating trip, or worse, a trip to 
a hospital for slip-disc! 


/ Note: Aircraft travels do\ 
not allow bags heavier than 
7 Kg [some airlines allow 
only up to 5 Kg) as personal 
luggage. Large camera bags 
alone often weigh 4-5 Kg, 
leaving you with the option to 
leave most of your equipment 
at home or pay a penalty for 
the additional weight! / 




Easy way out for beginners 

Beginners in landscape photography 
can always take the help of Scene 
modes built into almost every camera 
today. Some useful Scene modes 
for landscape photographers are: 
Landscape, Night landscape, Beach/ 
snow. Sunset, Dusk/dawn, Blossom, 
and Autumn colours. You set the mode 
as per the scene in front of you and the 
camera provides you with the optimum 
exposure for that particular 'scene'. 
Couldn't get easier! [Please refer to our 
Learning section in this issue for more 
on Scene Modes] ^ 

Also available 
are Picture 
Controls j 

[Nikon) / 

Picture Styles 
[Canon) 
which allow 
you to fine-tune 
the images to your ^ 

personal liking. As an example, if you 
like saturated colours, you could set 
the Picture Control to 'Vivid'. You could 
also increase or decrease the image 
sharpness, contrast, brightness hue etc. 
to suit your needs. 

For advanced workers 

Another way out to deal with very 
contrasty scenes is to create HDR 
[High Dynamic Range) images. You do 
that by bracketing a number of shots 
of the same scene at varying shutter 
speeds [aperture does not change) and 
then, using a suitable software [like 
Photoshop, Photomatix etc), merge 
them together to form an image with 
good detail in highlights as well as the 
shadows. 

There are some photographers who 
hate HDR imaging, but let me assure 
you, when done skilfully, HDRs can and 
do produce stunning landscapes. 

Some Pointers to Help you 

1. Understand your camera's abilities 
and its limitations. 

There is only one way to accomplish 
this. Study your user manual and put 
into practice what you have learnt. 
Majority of photographers never study 
their user manuals, which is a pity 
because majority of photographers 
don't know how to use their cameras to 
their full potential. 


Note: The Scene 
modes listed above 
are from the Nikon 
D750 but similar 
modes are available 
on almost every 
camera model. 
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2. Don't carry a mountain! 

You may own various camera bodies 
and lenses, along with many other 
gadgets. Avoid the temptation to carry 
every photo equipment you own. The 
bulk will tire you down and you will 
not be able to enjoy your hobby. If 
you own 'fast' as well as 'slow' lenses, 
consider carrying the slow lenses since 
they are smaller and lighter in weight. 
As a landscape photographer, you are 
more likely to use say, f/8 to f/16 for 
most of your photos, so carrying f/2.8 
lenses don't make much sense. 


, Carry a good 

Note: There will \ tripod [and use 
' always be an occasion when\ iW 
you'll wish you had a particularX Carrying 
lens that you did not carry. 

Speaking for myself, if 1 need 
to use a particular lens very 
rarely, 1 am prepared to leave 
it at home if that makes my kit- 
bag reasonably lighter. 1 remind 
^myself that the best lens is thi 
one 1 am carrying! 


a tripod 
but not 
using it is 
senseless. 
Believe 
me, 1 

have seen 
tripod- 
carrying 


photographers 
not use them. "Oh, 
it's too much trouble setting up the 
tripod for one or two shots". "It slows 
me down". "1 find it easier to compose 
my frames when not using the tripod". 
If you feel this way, please refer to my 
advice in the intro. 


4. Research your destination on the 
Internet [and if possible, do a physical 
recce] 

Before leaving your home for the 
intended destination, do a research on 
the Internet and find out everything 
you can about your place of visit. Find 
out how to get there, the weather 
conditions, sunrise/sunset times, 
the best season to visit, hotels, mode 
of transport once you reach the 
place, about tourist guides, costs and 
anything else you can think of. 


After reaching your destination, if 
possible, go to the intended locations, 
taking along with you, only a compact 
> camera. This will be your recce visit. 

2 Take pictures and make notes of the 

o scenes, camera positions, angle of 
5 ^ light at that particular time of the day. 
■c o Also try and estimate the angle and 
E -t direction of light for other times of the 
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day; if your picture demands frontal 
or side lighting but you reach the site 
when it is back-lit, it's not going to help. 
This does not mean that you should not 
shoot against the light [Contra Jour). 
But being better informed can translate 
to better pictures. 

5. Understand composition 
Composition refers to the placement 
of various elements within the frame. 


Good composition can turn a not- 
so-good picture into a very much 
acceptable picture, whereas bad 
composition can ruin an otherwise 
good picture. There are many 
guidelines for good composition but 
we shah discus few very important 
ones. 

(a) Shoot verticals too - Because 
our eyes are placed side-by-side. 



Photo courtesy: Rajen Nandwana 


Camera: Canon EOS IDs Mark III 


Lens: EF 16-35mm at 23mm 

Filter: 6-stop ND -i- 2-stop GND 

Aperture: F/13; Shutter speed: 45sec; ISO: 125 
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Create an 'anchor point' 



we cover more 
of the scene 
horizontally 
than vertically. 
May be due to 
this, we tend 
to shoot more 
horizontal 
frames than 
vertical. But this 
should not stop 
us from taking 
landscapes in 
the vertical 
format. Many 
scenes look 
great when shot 
in the portrait 
[vertical) 
format. 
Remember, 
most books and 
magazines are 
in the vertical 
format! 


(b, c and 

d) Create 
an 'anchor 

point' using 
an interesting 

foreground element: Lead the viewer s 

eye into the picture; Create aerial 


perspective - We see in three dimensions 
- width, height and depth - but our 
photos have only two dimensions, width 
and height. The very important third 
dimension of depth is missing. Hence we 
need to create a feeling of visual depth 
using the three sub-points mentioned 
above [b, c and d). 


d) Include an element that provides a 
sense of scale - By including an element 
of a known size, we can give a sense of 
scale to the picture. As an example, by 
including a person in a photograph of a 
mountain, or a waterfall, the viewer can 
immediately get an idea of the size of 
the main subject in the frame. 


e) Keep horizons level - One of 
the worst mistakes in landscape 
photography is a leaning horizon in a 
water body scene. Water maintains its 
own level and hence, to show that the 
water is not in level, is wrong. 

f) Frame as per the rule of thirds - The 
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Compose as per rule of thirds 


the way into the scene and then use the 
appropriate aperture for maximum depth 
of field. Alternately you may consider using 
hyperfocal setting. 

What is hyperfocal setting? 

It is a focus setting that gets you the 
maximum depth of field from half that 
distance to infinity. Here's an easy way to set 
this distance; First, manually focus on the 
farthest element that you want sharp. Then 
focus closer, while still retaining acceptable 
sharpness on the distant element. Note that 
if you want maximum sharpness [instead 
of acceptable sharpness) at infinity, 
hyperfocal setting may not be the best 
solution. In that case, it may be better to 
focus more towards infinity. 

And when talking of focussing, it will 
certainly help if you use Live View. Live 
View focussing is generally slower but more 
accurate. Use this method for the greatest 
focussing accuracy: 

• Focus using Live View [Autofocus or 
manual focus). 

• Enlarge the Live View image on the LCD 
and fine-tune the focus manually. [If you have 
a LCD loupe, it will make the job even easier). 

h) Control your DOF - Granted that most 
landscape pictures are sharp from close- 
by to infinity, but this need not always be 
so. Depending on the scene, for aesthetic 
reasons, you may want some areas to be 
sharp and other areas to be relatively 
'softer'. Telephoto lenses, used at wider 
apertures, will restrict the DOF while wide- 
angle lenses will increase the DOF. 

Landscape photography can be very tiring. 

It demands dedication of the topmost order, 
but the satisfaction you get and the images 
you create will last forever. |SP 


centre of interest should ideally not be 
in the centre of the frame. Divide the 
frame in three equal parts [vertically 
and/or horizontally) and place the most 
important element at one of the dividing 
lines/intersecting points. In this picture, 
the waterfall is placed as per this rule. 

g) Know where to focus - Mentioning 
this may sound silly, but lots of landscape 
photographers set focus to infinity. This 
should be avoided. When you focus at 
infinity, the foreground does not maintain 
the required sharpness, even though 
you stop down the lens aperture. With 
landscapes, it is best to focus a third of 


To sum up 

• Keep your camera rock-steady 

• Use cable release or wireless release 

• Try Live View focussing 

• Use a lens hood to restrict flare 

• Use an appropriate aperture, depending on the zone of sharpness you need 

• Meter correctly. Avoid underexposure as well as overexposure. Take the help 
of your camera's histogram. 

• Shoot in Raw and shoot to the right, if possible 

• Even though you shoot in Raw, try to set the proper White Balance. It is 
easier to add hue than remove false colours 

• To create silky smooth waterways, use ND filters 

• To darken an overly bright sky without affecting the foreground, use 
Graduated ND filters 

• Use a Polariser to saturate colours 
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NIKON COOLPIX P900 


Lens Review 

CANON EF 1 1 -24M 
1 :4 L USM 


D-SLR Review 


Lens Review 

TOKINA AT-X 11-20 
F2.8 PRO DX 


Smartphone 

Review 

Asus Zenfone 2 


Smartphone Review 

Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge 


First Look 

Flickr 40 


D-SLR Review 

Canon EOS 760D 
1 8-1 35mm lens 


Change in Rating System 
Smart Photography's new rating 
system exercises stricter evaluation 
in view of improvements in the 
overall performance of photographic 
equipment. Marks will be awarded for 
the following parameters... 


Final Rankings 

Recommended 75-80% 

Best Buy 81 % and above 


♦ D-SLR CAMERAS 


Design & Build Quality (out of 20) 

Key Features (out of 20) 

Ergonomics (out of 20) 

Performance 

Autofocus (out of 5) 

Metering (out of 5) 

Noise control (out of 5) 

Distortion/Sharpness (out of 5) 

LCD/Viewfinder (out of 5) 

Auto White Balance (out of 5) 

Value for Money (out of 1 0) 

Grand Total (out of 1 00) 


• LENSES 


Design & Build (Quality (out of 20) 

Key Features (out of 20) 

Ergonomics (out of 20) 

Performance 

Autofocus (out of 5) 

Sharpness (out of 5) 

Distortion control (out of 5) 

Aberrations (out of 5) 

Darkening of corners (out of 5) 

Extra Features (out of 5) 

Value for Money (out of 1 0) 

Grand Total (out of 1 00) 


♦ COMPACT CAMERAS 


Design & Build equality (out of 20) 

Key Features (out of 20) 

Ergonomics (out of 20) 

Performance 

Autofocus (out of 5) 

Metering (out of 5) 

Noise control (out of 5) 

Distortion/Sharpness (out of 5) 

LCD/Viewfinder (out of 5) 

Auto White Balance (out of 5) 

Value for Money (out of 1 0) 

Grand Total (out of 1 00) 


Reviews 




Smart Photography 

July 2015 



Inside the Box 


C anon EOS 760D is the latest 

offering from Canon, featuring 
a 24.2-megapixel APS-C sensor. 
The camera features WiFi and NFC, along 
with a fully articulated LCD and premium 
build quality. 

Design and Build Quality 


/ Canon EOS 760D Body 
/ Body cap 
/ Strap 

/ Battery charger LC-E17E 
/ Battery pack LP-E17 
/ Interface cable 
/ Software CD-ROM 
/ EF-S 18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS STM lens 
/ Lens front and back caps 


Canon EOS 760D 

with 18-135nim lens ? 77,995 0 sujith copinath 


It Takes Two 
to Tango 

Canon has recently launched the twins, EOS 
7 SOD and 760 D, the latter featuring some 
cosmetic improvements over the former. 
Finally, the camera is with us on our test bench. 


The Canon 760D features a tough matte- 
finished polycarbonate exterior. This 
camera provides a solid feel similar to 
Canons professional models (the low-end 
D-SLRs provide a distinct ‘hollow’ feel). 

A few subtle design changes are visible, 
mainly a video toggle added to the power 
switch. This now operates in the order: 
Off, On, and Video. The status LCD 
is small. The camera has metal tripod 
receptacle and lens mount. 

The lens is also predominantly made 
of polycarbonate with two concentric 
barrels. The front element does not rotate 
on focussing or zooming, which makes it 
easy to use polariser and graduated filters. 
It has a zoom lock to prevent the shifting 
of zoom position, and this is particularly 
useful when transporting the equipment. 
The mount is metal. 

Key Features 

Canon 760D Body: The 24.2-megapixel 
760D uses an APS-C Type (Approx. 22.3 
X 14.9mm) CMOS sensor with primary 
colour filters. It has a Canon EE lens 
mount that accepts Canon EE and EF-S 
lenses (EF-M lenses are not compatible). 
The camera features Auto and Manual 
dust cleaning feature (supersonic filter) 
and appending dust delete data. 

The 760D uses TTL secondary image- 
registration and phase-difference 
detection methods for focussing. The 
camera has 19 focus points, all of which 


are cross-type. The central point is dual 
cross -type, but behaves so only at f/2.8 or 
wider apertures (except with the EF28- 
80mm f/2.8-4L USM and EFSOmm f/2.5 
Compact Macro). The camera can focus 
at EV -0.5 to 18 (with f/2.8 -sensitive 
centre AF point, One-Shot AF, room 
temperature, ISO 100). Focus modes 
available are One-Shot AF, AI Servo 
AF, AI Focus AF, and Manual focusing 
(MF). AF area options are Single-point 
(Manual selection). Zone (Manual 
selection of zone), and 19 -point automatic 
selection. The camera uses 63-zone TTL 
full-aperture metering with a 7560-pixel 
RGB plus IR metering sensor. The D760 
features the usual four metering modes 
— Evaluative (linked to all AF points). 


Partial (approx. 6.0% of viewfinder at 
centre). Spot (approx. 3.5% of viewfinder 
at centre), and Centre- weighted average. 
Exposure can be compensated up to -h/-5 
stops in 1/3 or 1/2-stop increments. Auto 
exposure bracketing can be set for up to 
+ 1-2 stops in 1/3 or 1/2-stop increments. 

Shooting modes available are Program 
(P), Shutter-priority (Tv), Aperture- 
priority (Av), Manual (M), Scene 
Intelligent Auto, Flash Off, Creative Auto, 
Portrait, Landscape, Close-up, Sports, 
and Special scene modes. Special Scene 
modes include Kids, Food, Candlelight, 
Night Portrait, Handheld Night Scene 
and HDR Backlight Control. Equivalent 
sensitivity ranges from ISO 100 to 12,800, 
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which is expandable up 
to H (equivalent to ISO 
25,600). The focal plane 
shutter is electronically- 
controlled, and provides 
shutter speeds from 30 
to 1/4000 sec., along 
with Bulb setting. The 
shutter synchronises with 
the flash at 1/200 sec 
or lower speeds. Drive 
modes include Single, 
Continuous, Silent single. 
Silent continuous and Self- 
timer. Self-timer can be set 
to 10-sec., 2-sec., remote 
control, and 10-sec. with 
continuous shooting. 

The camera can shoot 
continuous frames at up 
to 5.0 frames per second. 

It can shoot a maximum 
burst of approximately 180 
JPEG Large and Fine, 7 
Raw, or 6 Raw-hJPEG Large 
and Fine images. The 760D 
accepts an SD, SDHC, or 
SDXC (UHS-I compatible) 
memory card. Still images 
are recorded in JPEG or 
Raw (14-bit) format with 
an option to record both 
simultaneously. Maximum 
dimension of the image 
is 6000 X 4000 pixels. 

White Balance can be set 
to Auto, Daylight, Shade, 
Cloudy, Tungsten, White 
fluorescent. Flash, or 
Custom. White Balance 
bracketing is also available. 

The 760D uses a 3.0-inch 
Touch-sensitive capacitive 
TFT colour LCD with 
approximately 1.04 
million dots. The screen is 
fully articulated. During 
LiveView, the camera 
focusses with the Hybrid 
CMOS AF III System that 
provides Face-h Tracking, 
FlexiZone-Multi, and 
FlexiZone- Single options. 
AF can be set to One-Shot 
or Servo. Continuous 
AF is also possible. 

Videos are recorded in 
MP4 format (MPEG-4 
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ISO 800 


ISO 1600 


ISO 3200 


ISO 6400 


ISO 12800 


AVC/H.264), while sound is recorded 
in A AC format. The best quality of 
videos that can be shot is 1920 x 
1080 at 29.97p, 25.00p, or 23.98p. 

The camera also allows Movie Servo 
AF and HDR movie mode. Sound is 
recorded through the built-in stereo 
microphones. An external stereo 
microphone terminal is also provided. 

The 760D features an eye-level 
pentamirror viewfinder with 95% 
coverage. Grid and electronic level 
are available in the display. The 
built-in flash has a Guide Number 
of approximately 12m at ISO 100. 

This flash can cover approximately 
17mm angle of view, and recycles in 
approximately 3 seconds. The camera 
can accept an external EX-series 
Speedlite. Flash control is through 
E-TTL II method. Flash exposure can 
be compensated up to ±2 stops in 1/3 
or 1/2-stop increments. The camera 
features Wi-Fi and NFC. The 760D 
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CANON PRODUCT ADVISORY 


Canon USA has issued a product 
advisory on EOS 750D and 760D 
(Rebel T6s and T6i), which reads as 
below: 

In some units of the models listed 
below, the following phenomenon 
may occur due to irregularities on an 
optical layer located in front of the 
image sensor: 

White spots may exist on the optical 
layer which may result in the 
appearance of dark circular patterns 
on the captured image under certain 
shooting conditions. 

The phenomenon described above 
may occur in cameras whose first and 
second digits of the serial number are 
as set forth below. 

Identification Procedure: 

Serial Number: [XXnnnnnnnnnn] 
EOS Rebel T6s: If “XX” is ^'01 ” or 
‘"02”, the phenomenon described above 
may occur. 

EOS Rebel T6i: If “XX” is ''01 ” or 
"02”, the phenomenon described above 
may occur. 

"n” represents any digit. 

The 760D sample review sample that 
we received (Sr.No. 028031000296) 
was one of the possibly affected’ 
pieces. However, we did not observe 
such a phenomenon in our tests 
performed in a limited time frame. 

If you observe such a phenomenon 
in your camera, Canon will repair it 
free of charge. Please note that this 
advisory has so far, not been issued 
for Asian region, and hence may not 
be relevant for all. 


is powered by a rechargeable LP-E17 
Li-ion battery pack. The camera measures 
approximately 131.9 x 100.9 x 77.8mm (W 
X H X D) and weighs 520g (Body only). 

Canon EF-S18-135mm f/3.5-5.6 IS 
STM lens: This lens provides a 35mm- 
equivalent focal length of 29 to 216mm. 

At the wide-angle end, the lens has an 
aperture range of f/3.5 to 22, and at the 
telephoto end, it ranges from f/5.6 to 
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38 (f/38 is possible only if you set 1/2 
stop increments for aperture. The lens 
is constructed with 16 elements in 12 
groups including one UD and one PMO 
(Precision Molded Optics) element to 
minimise aberrations. The lens has a 
diagonal angle of view of 74 degree 20 
minutes to 11 degree 30minutes. It can 
focus as close as 39cm and provides a 
maximum magnification of 0.2 8x at 
135mm focal length. The lens can accept 


The camera has a nice 
deep and textured 
rubber grip and 
ergonomically crafted 
thumb rest. 
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filters of 67mm diameter. It weighs 480g 
and has dimensions of approximately 76.6 
(max. dia.) x 96.0mm (length). 

Ergonomics 

The 760D is quite comfortable to hold 
and operate. The viewfinder appeared 
bright enough and the display legible. 

The active AF points illuminate while 
focussing a dark subject, but not if the 
subject is bright. The new video toggle on 
the power button eliminates an additional 
button from the controls, but this could 
be a problem when you want to take a 
quick snapshot. If you exert a little excess 
pressure on the switch, it can accidentally 
turn on the video mode and spoil your 
chance of a quick shot. The camera has a 
nice deep and textured rubber grip and 
ergonomically crafted thumb rest. The 
mode dial has a lock that keeps it from 
accidental rotation. The fully articulated 
LCD is helpful in low and high-angle 
framing. Images appeared bright and crisp 
on the screen. The buttons are all properly 


spaced and easily accessible. 

The 18- 135mm lens complements 
the 760D in weight, balance, and 
construction. The lens barrel is neither 
too narrow nor too broad to hold. It is 
easy to balance even at 135mm. 

Performance 

The combination of the 760D and the 
18-135 STM lens performed well in our 
tests. The lens focussed fast enough for a 
kit lens, but you can’t compare this to a 
fast focussing prime lens. Darkening of 
corners was controlled very well, though 
we observed slight darkening at the 
wide-angle end at f/3.5 and 4. The lens 
produced slight flare and ghosting along 
with blue fringing at the 18mm end with 
wide-open aperture in strong against- 
the -light shots. We did not observe any 
distortion in the lens throughout the 
zoom range. The lens produced tack sharp 
images throughout the zoom length. 

Sweet spot was found to be f/5.6. It would 


be wise to keep the aperture below f/16 
because at this point, diffraction affects 
the sharpness beyond tolerable limits. 

Metering modes worked as expected, and 
colours were punchy. Movie recording 
was excellent with the STM lens. Tracking 
AF worked well in movie mode and the 
microphone did not pick up any operating 
sound (focussing, zooming etc.). 

Auto White Balance reproduced colours 
true to the original. Slight cast produced 
under artificial light sources could be 
easily removed in post-processing. Native 
image size was 20 x 13.33 inches at 300 
ppi. At 25 percent view, the images were 
free of noise up to ISO 3200. We observed 
a tinge of noise at ISO 6400, though it 
was very difficult to spot. Images were 
perfectly usable all the way up to ISO 
12,800. Observed at 50 percent, noticeable 
noise appeared at ISO 3200 and the 
images were usable up to ISO 6400. At 
100 percent enlargement, we observed 
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slight noise from ISO 800 onwards, but 
the images were perfectly usable up to ISO 
1600. We would consider this excellent 
noise control for this camera. 

Value for Money 

The Canon 760D body retails at an MRP 
of Rs.54,995 and the lens is priced at 
Rs.35,995 . If you buy this combination 
as a kit, you will have to spend Rs.77,995, 
which is a saving of approximately 
Rs. 13,000. This is very good value for 
money. |SP 


The 760D features a 
new power button 
with Off, On, and 
Video mode options. 
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KEY SPECIFICATIONS 

CANON 760D BODY 


Effective Pixels: Approx. 24.2 megapixels 
Image Sensor: APS-C Type (Approx. 22.3 x 
14.9mm) CMOS sensor 
Lens Mount: Canon EF 
Compatible Lenses: Canon EF lenses (exclud- 
ing EF-M lenses) 

Recording Media: Sb 7 SDI^ 
compatible) memory cards 
Image Type: JPEG, RAW (14-bit Canon 
original); (RAW-i-JPEG Large simultaneous 
recording possible) 

Max. Recorded Pixels: 6000 x 4000 
White balance: Auto, Daylight, Shade, Cloudy, 
Tungsten light. White fluorescent. Flash, 
Custom (White Balance correction and White 
balance bracketing possible) 

Noise Reduction: Available to long exposures 
and high ISO shots 

AF Points: 19 cross-type points (max) 

Focus Modes: One-Shot AF, AI Servo AF, AI 
Focus AF, Manual focusing (MF) 

Metering Method: 63 -zone TTL full-aperture 
metering using 7560-pixel RGB plus IR meter- 
ing sensor 

Sensitivity: ISO 100 to 12800, expandable up 
to H (ISO 25,600 equivalent) 

Shutter Speed: 30 to 1/4000 sec.. Bulb 
X-sync: 1/200 sec. 

Max. burst (Approx.): JPEG Large / Fine: 180 
shots; RAW: 7 shots; RAW+JPEG Large / Fine; 6 shots 
Monitor Type: 3.0-inch TFT colour LCD with 
approx. 1.04 million dots 
Power source: Rechargeable Battery Pack LP-E17 
Dimensions (W x H x D): Approx. 131.9 x 
100.9 X 77.8mm / 5.20 x 3.98 x 3.07in. 

Weight: Approx. 520g (Body only) 


KEY SPECIFICATIONS 

CANONEF-S18-135MMF/3.5-5.6ISSTMLENS 


Focal length: 18 -135mm 
Max. aperture range: f/3.5 - 5.6 
Min aperture range: f/22 - 36 (f/22-38 when 
1/2 stop increments set for aperture) 

Lens construction: 16 elements in 12 groups 
Angle of view: 74°20' - 11°30' (Diagonal) 
Closest Focusing Distance: 39cm 
Max. magnification: 0.28x (at 135mm focal 
length) 

Field of view: Approx. 248 x 372 - 53 x 80mm 
(at 0.39m) 

Filter size: 67mm 

Max. D X L: Approx. 76.6 x 96.0mm 
Weight: Approx. 480g 
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Ergonomics 
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Performance 



Autofocus 

Mill 3.5/5 

Metering 

1 1 1 1 1 4/5 

Noise Control 

Mill 4.5/5 

Sharpness 

Mill 4.5/5 

Darkening 


of corners 

11 11 1 4/5 

Flare and CA 

Mill 3.5/5 

Distortion 

11 11 1 5/5 

LCD/EVF 

11 11 1 4/5 

Auto WB 

11 11 1 4/5 

Sub-Total 


37/45 

Value for Money 

8/10 


r 



PLUS 

1 

MINUS 

• Excellent noise control 

• Burst shooting 

• Great build quality 

speed and no. of 

• Comfortable handling 

Raw images 

• Silent focussing 


• Position of 

• Superior sharpness 1 

movie mode 


1 

switch 


VERDICT 

The Canon 760D and 18-135 STM lens kit 
is a very capable combination to go with. 
The sharp images produced by the lens 
nicely complements the brilliant noise- 
control of the 760D. Silent AF operation is 
another aspect that goes in favour of this 
combination. Truly a Best Buy. 
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Inside the Box 


/ Camera 
/ Battery 
/ Battery charger 
/ Strap 
/ Lens cap 
/USB cable 


B efore the Coolpix P900, the P610 
with its 24- 1440mm equivalent 
lens was the one that many 
wildlife enthusiasts longed for. The 
P900 is likely to change that. 

Design & Build Quality 

The Coolpix P900 is a bridge camera. 
The outer casing is made from tough 
industrial plastic and its build quality is 
good. Filter thread is 67mm but Nikon 
advises against using any filter. The 
camera weighs 899g including battery 
and memory card. The P900 is made 
in Indonesia. 

Key Features 

The Coolpix P900, like its younger 
sibling the P610, is a 16.1 megapixel 
Bridge Camera [Nikon calls it a 
Compact] offering an optical zoom 
equivalents 24-2000mm [83x]. And 
if you use its Dynamic Fine Zoom, you 
have at your disposal a zoom range up 
to 4000mm [166x; in 35mm format). 
Should you use its digital zoom, you 
can go all the way up to 8000mm 
equivalent [332x)! To compliment this 
heavy artillery, the P900 offers its new 
Dual Detect Optical Vibration Reduction 
[VR] feature that provides a 5-stop 
advantage in shutter speed [measured 
at approx. 350mm equivalent). Now, 
if you have ever tried using very long 
zooms, you know that it is easy to lose 
sight of your subject when zoomed in. 
To overcome this issue, the Coolpix 
P900 has a Snap-Back Zoom Button, 
which, when pressed, quickly zooms 
out to the original position so that you 
can easily locate the subject and then as 
you release the button, it quickly zooms 
back in! The lens can be zoomed using 
the rotary switch around the shutter 
release button or by using a switch on 
the left side of the camera body. 

The lens is constructed with 16 
elements in 12 groups that include 
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Nikon 


NIKON 
COOLPIX P900 


? 29,950 

(Includes 8GB Class 10 SD card, 
HDMI cable and camera pouch) 


[iil Rohinton Mehta 


Super King 


With the ever-increasing costs of long focal 
length lenses, most photographers, not born with 
a silver spoon, opt for bridge cameras that more- 
or-less serve their purpose. Nikon's latest is the 
Coolpix P900 - which boasts of a mind-boggling 
equivalent focal length from 24-2000mml 


5 ED and 1 Super ED elements to 
reduce chromatic aberration and at 
the same time allow the body to be 
made compact. The P900 uses an 
EXPEED C2 image processing engine 
that delivers sharp images with rich 
and vibrant colours. Its CMOS sensor 
is back-illuminated, which allows for 
a maximum ISO of 6400 with sharp 
images and good contrast. 

The P900 has a Mode Dial on the top 
right, which offers Aperture Priority, 
Shutter Priority, Program and Manual 
shooting modes for the advanced 


user; Auto, Scene, Night landscape. 
Night portrait. Landscape and Effects 
for others. The Scene mode includes 
Portrait, Sports, Party/indoor, Beach, 
Snow, Sunset, Dusk/dawn, Close- 
up, Food, Museum, Fireworks show. 
Black & White copy. Backlighting, 

Easy panorama. Pet portrait. Mo on. 
Bird-watching, and Time-lapse movie. 
Surprisingly, the Scene mode includes 
Image quality and Image size! 

Effects, like Soft, Sepia, High-contrast 
mono. High key. Low key. Selective 
colour. High ISO monochrome and 
Cross-process are also available. 
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Picture shot through wire netting at the local zoo. Focal length = 2000mm equivalent. Lens used wide open at f/6.5. Subject distance was approx. 17 feet. 



The Mode Dial also offers one User 
defined setting. 

Three metering modes are on offer - 
Matrix, Center-weighted and Spot. ISO 
sensitivity can be set to Auto or from 
100-6400. Autofocus can be set to AF-S 
[Single) or AF-F [Full-time AF). Six 
AF-area modes are available. They are 
Face priority, Manual [spot). Manual 
[normal). Manual [wide). Subject 
Tracking, and Target finding AF. 

Movie options available are: 1080/25 
& 50p, 720/25 & 50p, 480/25p, HS 
480/4X, HS 720/2X and HS 1080/0.5x. 
Just as with still images, AF can be set 
to AF-S or AF-F. 

The P900 can be connected to a smart 
device with its built-in Wi-Fi and NFC 
[Near Field Communication) feature 
but first you have to download the 
free Wireless Mobile Utility app 
that's available for iOS as well as 
Android devices. Once done, you can 
remotely fire the P900, transfer pre- 
selected images, track your geographic 
position via GPS, GLONASS [Global 
Navigation Satellite Systems - operated 
by Russia) and QZSS [Quasi Zenith 


Satellite System - commissioned by the 
Japanese government). 

Ergonomics 

The Coolpix P900, lightweight as it 
is [under 900g), is very easy to carry 
around the whole day. The grip is deep, 
making it easy to hold the camera 
steadily. The user interface is easy to 
understand and the camera balances 
well even with the lens extended. The 
incredibly long focal range means that 
you can photograph far-away subjects 
that you can hardly see with your 
naked eyes. But the question is, even 
with the new VR system, can 
you hand-hold the camera at longer 

The P900 can be connected to 
a smart device with its built- 
in Wi-Fi and NFC (Near Field 
Communication) feature but 
first you have to download the 
free Wireless Mobile Utility 
app that's available for iOS as 
well as Android devices. 


focal lengths and get sharp images? 
That's what you will find out as you 
read the performance. 

Performance 

Besides everything else, our emphasis 
was to see if the P900 delivered sharp 
images at the longer focal lengths. 

As noted earlier, the lens zooms to 
2000mm equivalent, which is great 
for photographing far away subjects 
[see the close-up of the bird shot at 
2000mm) 

Overall, the P900 delivered images 
with acceptable sharpness and good 
contrast at all focal lengths. Though, 
comparitively, images shot at 200 mm 
were not always as sharp as those at 
lesser focal lengths. But, as with any 
long focal length lens, any atmospheric 
haze, pollution or heat waves could 
reduce its apparent sharpness. Also 
keep in mind that - in spite of its small 
size sensor [6.16x4.62mm) - the depth 
of field at such high focal lengths is 
nominal. Hence it is very important to 
ensure that proper focus is achieved 
and that the camera remains absolutely 
steady during exposure if high quality 
results are expected. 


107 


www.sniartphotography.in 


Smart Photography 

July 2015 



Smart Photography 

July 2015 



ISO 400 ISO 800 ISO 1600 ISO 3200 ISO 6400 


We used the P900 with, as well as 
without, a tripod. And 1 must report 
that hand-held images out of the 
box with the VR 'on' were sharp. The 
Vibration Reduction system definitely 
worked very well though we have no 
way of assessing the number of stops 
the VR helped by. When compared to 
autofocus speeds of D-SLRs, we felt the 
AF speed was slower, especially with 
low contrast subjects and in less than 
good light. 

The native image size from the P900 
isl5. 36x11. 52 inches at 300ppi. On the 
digital noise front, at 25% screen size, 
images were okay up to 1S01600 while 
ISO 3200 and 6400 were soft due to 
noise reduction kicking in vigorously. 

At 50% screen size, noise could be seen 
from ISO 800 onwards. Surprisingly 
though, ISO 1600 appeared less 
noisier than ISO 800 due to the noise 
reduction process. We would consider 
ISO 3200 noisy but acceptable. 

At 100% screen size, noise could be 
seen from ISO 200 onwards, though we 
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would safely use ISO 
400, and in a pinch, 
ISO 800 too. 

There are no 
markings on the lens 
barrel to indicate 
the equivalent 
focal length in use, 
though there is an 
indication in the 
electronic viewfinder 
as well as the LCD, 
when you reach 
2000mm equivalent 
focal length. We did 
not try using focal 
lengths greater than 
2000mm. 

Pictures shot against 
the light and with the 
sun filtering through 
tree leaves, showed 
a good amount of 
flare, with some 
purple fringing 
against darker 
objects. Distortion 
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Aperture: f/3.5 


Shutter Speed: l/80sec 
ISO: 100 
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KEY SPECIFICATIONS 


Mode Dial 


was very well controlled at all focal 
lengths. We were very impressed to 
see no darkening at the corners with 
the lens wide open at the widest focal 
length [24mm equivalent). Auto White 
Balance performed perfectly under Sun, 
Cloudy and Flash settings, while White 
Balance Presets performed perfectly 
too, except for the Flash Preset which 
produced red colour cast. 


Movie recordings were fine too. 

Here too, the electronic VR helped in 
producing crisper video, though for 
movies, we rather use lower focal 
lengths, or use a tripod. 


Overall, an impressive performance! 

Value for Money 

The Nikon Coolpix P900 is available 
at an MRP of Rs. 29,950 [includes 
8GB Class 10 SD card, HDMl cable 
and camera pouch). At this price and 
performance, the P900 is good value 
for money. |SP 


Camera type: Bridge camera 
Effective pixels: 16 megapixels 
Sensor size/type: 1/2.3-inch T^e/CMOS 
Focal length: Equivalent to 24-2000mm (83x 
Optical Zoom) 

Digital zoom: Equivalent to 8000mm in 35mm format 
Aperture range: F/2.8-6.5 
Lens construction: 16 elements in 12 groups 
(includes 5 ED and 1 Super ED element) 
Vibration Reduction: Lens-shift VR for stills; 
Lens-shift -i- Electronic VR for movies 
Autofocus system: Contrast-detect AF 
Focus range: Approx 50cm-infinity (W); 
approx. 5m-infinity (T); Macro: Approx. 1cm- 
infinity (Wide only) 

Focus-area selection: Target finding AF, Face 
Priority, Manual (Spot/Normal/wide), Subject Tracking 
Viewfinder: Electronic, 0.5cm (0.2”), 921,000- 
dot LCD 

Monitor: 7.5cm p”) 

Recording media: SD, SDHC, SDXC 
ISO sensitivity: 100-1600, 3200, 6400 (when 
using P, A, S, M mode); HI (equivalent to ISO 
12,800 in High-ISO Monochrome mode) 
Metering: Matrix, Centre-weighted, Spot 
Exposure modes: P, A, S, M (Flexible Program available) 
Shutter type: Mechanical and CMOS elec- 
tronic shutter 
Built-in flash: Yes 

Power source: Li-ion EN-EL23, rechargeable. 
AC Adapter (optional) 

Dimensions (WxHxD): 139.5xl03.2xl37.4mm 
Weight: 899g including battery and card 



Design and Build Qualityl2/15 


Key Features 13/15 
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Ergonomics 13/15 
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Performance 


Autofocus 

Mill 

3.5/5 

Metering 

Mill 

4/5 

Noise Control 

Mill 

3.5/5 

Sharpness 

Mill 

4/5 

Darkening 
of corners 

Mill 

5/5 

Flare and CA 

Mill 

4/5 

Distortion 

Mill 

4.5/5 

LCD/EVF 

Mill 

4/5 

Auto WB 

Mill 

5/5 

Sub-Total 

37.5/30 

Value for Money 

8/10 






PLUS MINUS 

• 24-2000mm equivalent • Equivalent 

optical zoom focal lengths 

• No corner darkening not marked 

• No visible distortion • AF could have 

• Lightweight been quicker 

• Very good grip • No Raw 

• Great value for money format 

• Wi-Fi and NFC enabled 


VERDICT 

The Nikon Coolpix P900 is a boon for 
nature and wildlife photographers who 
do not have the means to buy the very 
expensive lenses generally required for 
this genre. Along with good shooting 
technique and understanding of its 
limitations, it is possible to create 
stunning images with this camera. We 
are not saying that the P900 is perfect, 
but at this price and performance, you 
couldn't ask for more. Best Buy! 
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Inside the Box 


Great lens, but 
overpriced! 


The 11-24 mm is Canon's widest full-frame 
lens besides the fisheye. At its widest end, 
it covers a diagonal angle of 126° 05'. 


The ll-24mm is marked at 11, 12, 

14, 16, 18, 20 and 24mm settings and 
includes a distance scale in meters [in 
white) and feet [in red). At 11mm, the 
lens has a minimum focusing distance 
of 12.6 inches and at 24mm, 11 
inches. The lens is ideal for shooting 
in interiors or tight spaces and also 
for expressive landscapes wherein one 
needs to create an 'anchor point' [but 
read the Performance). A 9-bladed 
diaphragm helps in controlling the 
smoothness of the background. 


The front element being bulbous, does 
not permit the use of conventional 
filters but Canon has provided a gelatine 
filter holder on the lens mount. It 
could be argued that a knowledgeable 
photographer would never try to use a 
polarising filter on such a wide-angle 
lens [due to uneven darkening of a blue 
sky), but what about the use of Neutral 
Density and graduated ND filters? Tm 
afraid one would have to hold those 
filters in hand, which is ideally not a 
good practice. 


CANON EF11-24MM * rk«r- 

1;4LUSM ? 209,995 


[ii] Rohinton Mehta 


/ Lens 

/ Front & Rear lens caps 
/ Instructions booklet 
/ Lens pouch (LP1424) 


T he Canon EF ll-24mm f/4L 

lens was announced in the first 
week of February 2015. Though 
primarily for full-frame [36x24mm) 
sensor camera bodies, it can be used 
on Canon's APS-C sensor bodies too. 

Design & Build Quality 

The Canon EF ll-24mm f/4L is an 
ultra-super-wide-angle lens. It is well 
built and the finish is immaculate. The 
front end is quite large and the front 
element is bulbous. A petal-shaped 
lens hood is integrated. The lens 
weighs approx. 1170g without its end 
caps. 

Key Features 

The Canon EF ll-24mm f/4L uses a 
new optical design. It is constructed 
with 16 elements in 11 groups that 
include one Super UD element and 
one UD element to significantly help 
in reducing chromatic aberration; 
and four aspherical lens elements 
to minimise distortion. Additionally, 
special lens coatings — Sub- 
wavelength Coating [SWC) and 
Air Sphere Coating [ASC) — help 
to reduce flare and ghosting. The 
lens uses an Inner Focusing design 
[physical length of the lens does 
not change during focussing and/ 
or zooming), a ring-type Ultra Sonic 
Motor [USM) coupled with a high- 
speed Central Processing Unit [CPU) 
and optimised AF algorithms for fast 
and accurate autofocusing. Autofocus 
can be overridden manually. Further, 
a coating of Fluorine on the front and 
rear lens surfaces helps to reduce 
smudges and fingerprints. The lens is 
dust and water resistant. 
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Aperture: f/9 

Shutter Speed: l/50sec 

ISO: 200; Focal Length: 11 mm 



Ergonomics 

We tested the lens on a Canon 6D 
body. The combination felt heavy but 
the lens balanced well. The zoom ring 
is towards the camera body while 
the manual focus ring is towards the 
front. 1 wish it was the other way 
around - that way it would have 
been ergonomically easier and more 
comfortable to zoom. The other grouse 
1 have with this lens [and many other 
lenses from other manufacturers) is 
that the distance scale in feet [in red) 
is very difficult to see, especially in 
less-than-good light. 

Performance 

Pictures shot with the Canon EF 
ll-24mm f/4L were sharp and with 
good contrast. Autofocus was fast and 
accurate. At close quarters, prominent 
barrel distortion was noticed at 11, 

12 and 14mm settings, much reduced 
at 16mm. We did not notice any 
distortion worth mentioning at 
18, 20 and 24 mm settings. Flare 
and chromatic aberrations were 
well controlled. 



The lens hood is 
integrated to the lens 


www.sniartphotography.in 


Super-wide-angle lenses are not easy 
to use. By virtue of their design, if you 
use one close to your subject, you're 
likely to complain about distortion; if 
your subject is reasonably far away, 
you'd see no [or very little) distortion. 
Such is the case with the ll-24mm 
lens [and similar focal length lenses of 
other manufacturers). 


To check the sharpness of any 
lens, the suggested lens to subject 
distance, is 50 times the focal length 
in millimeters [though there is no 
world standard on this). So if you are 
using say, a 50mm lens, the suggested 
distance to check for sharpness would 
be 50 X 50 or 2500mm or 2.5 meters 
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Aperture: f/9 

Shutter Speed: l/250sec 

ISO: 200: Focal Leneth: 11 mm 


FINAL SCORE 



or under 9 feet. In the case of the 11- 
24mm lens, at 11mm, this distance 
would be 11 X 50 or 550mm or about 
22 inches. At this distance, you are 
going to see a lot of barrel distortion. 
Similarly, at the 24mm end, the 
checking distance would be 24 x 50 
or 1200mm or close to 4 feet. Again, 
you're going to complain about the 
barrel distortion. 

Now let's check this in a real-life 
situation. The Canon EF ll-24mm 
Canon f/4L shows no perceptible 
distortion when the closest element 
in the scene is about 7 feet or more 
at 11mm and about 10.5 feet at 
24mm. Verticals remain vertical! 

And of course, if you do notice a 
bit of distortion, it can very easily 
be corrected in any image editing 
program like Photoshop. 


KEY SPECIFICATIONS 


Focal length/Aperture: ll-24mm f/4 

Designed for: 36x24mm sensor bodies 

(Can be used on APS-C sensor bodies) 

Aperture range: F/4-22 

Diagonal angle of view: 126° 05' - 84° 

Min. Focussing distance: 0.28m/ll" at 

24mm; 0.32m/1.05ftat 11mm 

Gelatine filter holder: Located at the rear 

of the lens 

Lens hood: Built-in 

Max. Dia x Length: 108x132mm 

Weight: Approx. 1180g 


Note: All super-wide-angle lenses 
show distortion if used very close to 
a subject. Try taking a portrait from 
say 1 foot using a 20mm lens and your 
subject will never forgive you! Use 
the same lens from further away, and 
you'll likely see no distortion. 

Value for Money 

The Canon EF ll-24mm f/4L lens is 
available at an MRP of Rs. 209,995. 

In spite of its capabilities in 
knowledgeable hands, the lens is by no 
means inexpensive ! |SP 


PLUS 

• Good build quality 

• Fast AF (also depends on the body) 

• Sharp 


VERDICT 

If your pockets are deep, the 126° 
diagonal angle of view at the 11mm end 
will excite you to get one for yourself. 

But be aware that using such a super- 
wide-angle lens calls for great skill and 
technique on the part of the user. Also 
remember that while the view through 
the lens looks great, unless you make 
your images fairly large, you might not 
be happy with the results. Imagine, 
for example, an expanse of say, one 
kilometre, packed in a picture size of 
5x7 inches! What details can you expect 
to see? Make the same image 16x24 or 
20x30 inches, then you will see the fine 
details, which would otherwise be lost in 
a small print. 
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Performance 


Autofocus 

mil 

4/5 

Sharpness 

mil 

4/5 

Distortion control 

mil 

4/5 

Aberrations 

mil 

4/5 

Darkening 
of corners 

mil 

3/5 

Extra features 

mil 

3/5 

Sub-Total 

22/30 

Value for Money 

6/10 






MINUS 

• Distortion when used on close-by 
subjects 

• Heavy 

• Front-end filters not usable 

• Expensive 


other than its bulk and weight, and the 
fact that you cannot attach front-end 
filters, the ll-16mm is a great lens for 
landscapes. It can be successfully used 
for interiors as long as you maintain 
about 7 feet distance from the subject 
to avoid distortion, or, are willing 
to correct for the barrel distortions 
in post-processing. When it comes 
to architecture, there should be no 
problem since your subject will 
always be at a distance. Unfortunately, 
we feel that the lens is over-priced, 
which has lowered its overall 
rating in the final score. Due to this, 
what could have been a 'Best Buy' is 
now 'Recommended'! 





ADVERTORIOAL 



ACCESSORIES ALONG WITH THE UGHT 


(tf^ Dhotopro® 

T H E GAME OF LIGHT 


Light stand. sottnoK gokgo Pro 
uiithdouhiedittuseruiith 
carry hag. satety cap. main 
came, syncro came, 
warranty card, ook 


Hwiniro 35 Plus 


In modern photography lighting plays an 
imperative spirit to make images more lively 
and dynamic. Naturally though using suitable 
lighting for your photography is an art. One could 
congregate it \with experience and contemporary 
equipments. 

Studio flash lights are key part of this entire 
process. Studio flash lights present never-ending 
creative possibilities for the keen portrait or still- 
life photographer. . Studio flash offers several 
advantages over portable flashguns such as 
greater output, mains power, the ability to attach 
a huge range of accessories to mould and sculpt 
the light they way you want it. 

There are several choices of brands and types 
of studio flash available, offering various levels of 
sophistication at different prices. 

PHOTOPRO : One of Indiais the most reputed 
brand in the photography industry, Designs, 
manufactures and markets wide range of 
PHOTOGRAPHIC PRODUCTS, 

The New Photopro 35 Plus Studio flash light is 
Compact, powerful. It has got heavy duty metal 
body along with color corrected tube. The most 
important feature is Twin-Tech Technology. 
Considering the size of this light, it would be ideal 
for those professionals looking for small in size but 
power of 185w sec. It offers benefits of use as well 
as carry. 

Photopro 35 Plus offers key important elements 
such as Output, Flash Duration, Power Level 
control. Auto Dump, Recycle Time, Slave Cell etc. 


Perfoimer 
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Inside the Box 


Design & Build Quality 

The Tokina AT-X ll-20mni f/2.8 Pro 
DX lens is designed for APS-C bodies, 
offering an equivalent focal length of 
17.6-32mm [Canon] and 16.5-30mm 
[Nikon]. The outer body is made with 
metal and polycarbonate and appears 
quite sturdy The overall finish is good. 
The lens mount is made of metal and 
a rubber ring surrounding the mount 
seals dust and moisture from entering 
the lens. Filter size is 82mm. The lens 
weighs 585g [Canon mount] including 
the lens hood but without both end caps. 


For the Price- 
concious Buyer 


TOKINA AT-X 11-20 _ nnn 

F2.8PR0DX ? 48,000 


[iil Rohinton Mehta 


/ Lens 

/ Lens hood BH-821 
/ Instruction manual 
/ International warranty card 


T okina DX lenses are designed 
only for APS-C sensor camera 
bodies, while Tokina D lenses can 
be used on full-frame [35mm], APS-C 
sensor bodies as well as on 35mm film 
camera bodies. The ll-20mm lens 
is designed for APS-C bodies and is 
available in Canon and Nikon mounts. 


Tokina has been known for its pro-quality 
optics at an affordable price. It now adds one 
more super-wide-angle zoom to its existing 
super- wide-angle 11 - 16 mm which has been 
much appreciated by travel and landscape 
photographers throughout the world. 


Key Features 

The Tokina AT-X ll-20mm f/2.8 Pro DX 
lens is constructed with 14 elements in 
12 groups. This includes 3 aspherical 
elements [2 all-glass moulded and 
1 P-MO hybrid] and 3 Super-low 
Dispersion glass elements. The 
aspherical elements help to achieve 
superior sharpness and contrast and 
at the same time correct for spherical 
aberrations. The SD elements control 
chromatic aberrations. Advanced multi- 
layer coatings further help to reduce 
flare and ghosting. A one-touch focus- 
clutch mechanism allows the user to 
switch between autofocus and manual 
focus by pushing the focus ring forward 
for AF and back for manual focus. A 
distance scale [in white] is available in 
meters and feet. 

The zoom ring is towards the camera 
body and is marked legibly at 11, 14, 

16, 18 and 20mm positions. The lens 
uses Internal Focus [IF] design due 


to which the lens' overall length does 
not change during focussing and/ 
or zooming, though the inner barrel 
changes in length when zooming. The 
front element does not rotate, making 
it convenient to use GPL and Graduated 
Neutral Density filters. A raised red 
plastic dot helps to align the lens to the 
camera body in low light. 

Ergonomics 

We used a Canon EOS 760D for the 
test. The lens was easy to use and 


balanced well. The front element is 
bulbous, yet filters can be used on this 
lens. Photographers using ND filters 
will greatly appreciate this feature. We 
observed that on our review sample, 
sometimes, the focus ring would lock 
when we pulled it gently towards the 
camera body to activate manual focus. 

Performance 

The Tokina AT-X ll-20nini Pro DX 
is a constant aperture f/2.8 lens. 
Autofocussing was fast, even in low 
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light. Overall sharpness was good 
though sides and corners, especially 
at the wider apertures, were 
comparatively 'softer'. We felt that 
the lens was sharpest between f/5.6 
and f/8. Being an IF [Internal Focus] 
design, the front barrel does not rotate 
during zooming and focussing, though 
the inner barrel changes in length 
when zooming. This does not alter the 
balance since the overall length of the 
lens does not change. 

At close distances, strong barrel 
distortion could be seen at ah marked 
focal lengths, though negligible at 18 
and 20mm settings. When used above 
10.5 feet at 11mm and 9.5 feet at 
20mm, distortion, if at ah, was barely 
noticeable. Flare could be seen in 
shots that included the sun but we did 


not notice any chromatic aberration. 
Wide open at 11mm setting, corner 
darkening was noticed, but this is in 
line with almost ah such lenses. 

Value for Money 

The Tokina AT-X ll-20mm f/2.8 Pro DX 


KEY SPECIFICATIONS 


Focal length: ll-20mm 
Aperture range: F/2.8-22 
Construction: 14 elements in 12 groups 
(Includes 3 x SD elements) 

■Angie'ofvie'w:''l04^^ 

Min. Focus: 0.28m (0.9ft] 

Max. Magnification ratio: 1:8.62 
Filter thread: 82mm 
Aperture blades: 9 
Width X length: 89x92mm 
Weight: 560g 


lens is available at an MRP of Rs. 48,000, 
At this price and performance, it is 
good value for money. |SP 


FINAL SCORE 



Design and Build Qualityl6/20 
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Key Features 16/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

Ergonomics 17/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 


Performance 


Autofocus 

mil 

4/5 

Sharpness 

MIN 

4/5 

Distortion control 

MIN 

3.5/5 

Aberrations 

Mill 

4/5 

Darkening 
of corners 

Mill 

3.5/5 

Extra features 

Mill 

3/5 

Sub-Total 

22/30 

Value for Money 

8/10 






PLUS MINUS 

• Fast, constant f/2.8 • Odd size filter 

aperture thread (82mni) 

• Good value for 
money 

• Lightweight 

• Filter use possible 


VERDICT 

The Tokina AT-X ll-20mm f/2.8 Pro 
DX lens offers good image quality 
at a reasonable price. It can not 
compete with the Canon 11 -2 4mm 
f/4 L USM lens that we have also 
reviewed in this issue, but we are 
talking of a lens that costs less than 
one fourth of the more expensive 
lens. Definitely Recommended! 
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S amsung introduced their flagship 
products— the Galaxy S6 and S6 
Edge — in March 2015, and we had 
been eagerly waiting to get our hands 
on the new devices. Finally, the S6 Edge 
is here on our test bench, and we are 
excited to dissect this beauty. This model 
incorporates hardware identical to its 
flat-screened sibling, with the addition of 
a curved display. 

Design and Build Quality 

The S6 Edge has a premium look and 
feel, taking it closer to the iPhones in 
visual appeal. The curved 12.92cm (5.1- 
inch) Super AMOLED screen consists of 
two edge screens that come to life with a 
swipe. The screen is made of scratch and 
smear resistant Corning Gorilla Glass 
4. The bezel is made of metal. The back 
panel also boasts Corning Gorilla Glass 
4, but the piece we received for testing 
had a long scratch, suggesting otherwise. 
The non-removable back panel provides 
a secured feel. The main camera projects 
a little from the surface. 

Key Features 

The S6 Edge runs on Android, and 
the current version is Android 5.0.2 
(Lollipop). The device features TouchWiz 
UI. The main display has 2560 x 1440 
dots, and Samsung calls it Quad HD 
display. It can produce 16 Million 
colours. The main camera is a 16.0 
megapixel model featuring a 1/3-inch 
Type (4.8 x 3.6mm) sensor. The front 
camera has a 5.0 MP CMOS sensor. The 
main camera comes with an LED flash, 
which is useful as a fill flash. Videos can 
be captured in UHD 4K (3840 x 2160) 
quality at 30fps. 

The S6 Edge uses Exynos 7420 chipset 
with two Quad-core processors— 2.1 
GHz Cortex-A57 and 1.5 GHz 
Cortex- A5 3. It features 3 GB RAM and 
is available in 32, 64, and 128 GB ROM 
(internal memory) variants. There is 
no memory card slot, and hence you 
cannot expand the memory permanently, 
though you can plug-in OTG devices 
for temporary storage. Video formats 
supported are MP4, M4V, 3GP, 3G2, 


116 



Inside the Box 


^ 58,900 


Galaxy S6 Edge 


(32GB) Q Sujith Gopinath 


/ Samsung S6 Edge Device 
/ Power Adaptor 
/ USB Cable 
/ Headphone 
/ Opening Pin 
/ Instruction Manual 
/ Warranty Card 


Sharp Shooter 

Curved LED screens have raised much 
curiosity amongst gadget enthusiasts, and 
Samsung has found a way to utilise them 
in smartphones. The Galaxy S6 Edge is the 
latest premium smartphone to feature a 
curved screen. 


WMV, ASF, AVI, FLV, MKV, and WEBM, 
while you can play audio files of types 
MP3, M4A, 3GA, AAC, OGG, OCA, 
WAV, WMA, AMR, AWB, FLAG, MID, 
MIDI, XMF, MXMF, IMY, RTTTL, RTX, 
and OTA. 

The S6 Edge uses a single Nano-SIM 
(4FF standard) and the SIM slot 
has to be opened with a pin. The S6 
Edge is complete with all the latest 


connectivity features including 2G 
GSM, 3G WCDMA, 4G LTE FDD and 
4G LTE TDD. GSM bands available 
are GSM850, GSM900, DCS1800, 
and PCS 1900, while UMTS bands 
include Bl(2100), B2(1900), B4(AWS), 
B5(850), and B8(900). FDD LTE bands 
that can be connected are B 1(2 100), 
B2(1900), B3(1800), B4(AWS), B5(850), 
B7(2600), B8(900), B12(700), B17(700), 
B18(800), B19(800), B26(800) and 
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B28(700) whereas in TDD 
LTE spectrum, B40(2300) is 
supported. 

The device uses ANT+ 
protocol in addition to 
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi and NFC for 
connectivity. Wired interface 
is USB 2.0. For location 
services, the S6 Edge can 
connect to GPS, Glonass and 
Beidou networks. The device 
also has a 3.5mm stereo ear 
jack. It does not provide 
DLNA support. 

The device incorporates a 
finger print sensor like its 
predecessor, the S5. The S6 
Edge has a non-removable 
2600 mAh Li-ion battery. The 
device measures 142.1 x 70.1 
X 7.0mm (H x W x D) and 
weighs 132g. 

Ergonomics 

The Galaxy S6 Edge is 
probably one of the best- 
designed phones available in 
the market. The device can 
easily fit in an average shirt 
pocket and the sleek body 
doesn’t remind you of its 
presence at all. The phone’s 
controls are rather traditional, 
with the power button on 
the right hand side and the 
volume rocker switch on the 
left hand side. With a sleek 
form factor, the device, in 
fact, has the tendency to slip 
out of your hands, especially 
while photographing, 
particularly due to the curved 
surface. There is a shortcut 
button for the camera, which 
can be accessed even when 
the device is locked. 


Sujith Gopinath 
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KEY SPECIFICATIONS 


SAMSUNG 


The 16.0 megapixel 
camera produces 
stunning images 


The curved edge screen 
can be made to appear 
at the left or right side 
and can be activated 
with a swiping action 


Main Display: 12.92 cm dual edge Super 
AMOLED 2560 x 1440 (Quad HD) 


Colour Depth (Main Display): 16M 
Main Camera: CMOS 16.0 MP 
Front Camera: CMOS 5.0 MP 
Main Camera - Flash: Yes 
SIM: Single, Nano-SIM (4FF) 


2G GSM Bands: GSM850, GSM900, DCS1800, 
PCS1900 


3G UMTS Bands: Bl(2100), B2(1900), 
B4(AWS), B5(850), B8(900) 


4G FDD LTE Bands: Bl(2100), B2(1900), 
B3(1800), B4(AWS), B5(850), B7(2600), 
B8(900), B12(700), B17(700), B18(800), 
B19(800), B26(800), B28(700) 


4G TDD LTE Band: B40(2300) 


Processor: Octa-Core (2.1GHz Quad -i- 
1.5GHz Quad) 

Form Factor: Touchscreen Bar 
RAM: 3 GB 
ROM: 32 GB 


Video Resolution: UHD 4K (3840 x 
2160)@30g)s 


Battery Capacity: 2600 mAh 


Dimension (HxWxD): 142.1 x 70.1 x 7.0mm 
Weight: 132g 


Operating System: Android 


The AnTuTu benchmarking software 
provided a score of 69,1 15 for the S6 
Edge, which is absolutely superb. Though 
we found some lag in a few games, the 
device did not give much trouble in 
gaming. The device heated up at times, 
but not at an alarming level. Battery 
life was average, and the device heated 
up too much a couple of times while 
charging. 


The S6 Edge surpassed all our 
expectations when it comes to camera 
performance. It captured stunning 


Performance 

Being a flagship product, the S6 Edge 
bears the burden of much expectations, 
and the performance remained top 
notch. The display was a pleasure to use, 
except for the typical enhanced view 
characteristic of AMOLED screens. The 
screen looked over- saturated and leaning 
towards warm tones. 


images, and the macro capability 
particularly impressed us. Many a times, 
I did not feel the need for a separate 
camera while carrying this device. 
Autofocus was fast and locked on to the 
subject without any problem. Images 
appeared tack sharp. The S6 Edge 
produced colours true to the original. 
Auto White Balance performed well, 
particularly under natural light. 


Native image size was 17.7 x 9.96 inches 
at 300 ppi. At 25 percent view, the images 
were noise-free throughout the ISO 
range. Enlarged to 50 percent, slight 
noise appeared at ISO 800, though all 
images were perfectly usable. Viewed at 
100 percent, we observed slight noise 
from ISO 200, but still, all images were 
perfectly usable. This is superb noise 
control for a smartphone. 


The edge display can be configured to 
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Aperture: f/1.9 
Shutter Speed: l/lZSOsec 
IS6:'10'0 


appear either on the right or left. You can 
customise what to display — notification, 
clock, alarm etc. It also functions as a 
night clock and gets active at a pre-set 
time. But I did not find it very useful. 
Also while playing some games, the 
controls near the edge screen wouldn’t 
respond to touch. 

The device has a fingerprint unlock 
feature, which works along with a 
password as backup, in case it doesn’t 
recognise your fingerprint. My advice 
would be to always remember the backup 
password because the review piece 
that we received failed to recognise my 
fingerprint after working perfectly for 


about 15 days. I couldn’t remember the 
backup password (Even reviewers can 
act without thinking at times). When 
multiple restarts failed to unlock the 
device, I had to reset it through Android 
device manager on Google (luckily, 
my data connection was on). Another 
problem we faced with the S6 Edge is 
that it could not connect to 4G network 
(available in Mumbai and Bengaluru 
on Airtel network), though another 
smartphone would easily connect with it. 
We expect a firmware update to fix this 
soon. 

Value for Money 

The Samsung Galaxy S6 Edge retails 


at Rs.58,900 (32GB) and Rs.64,900 
(64GB). The 128GB model is yet to be 
made available in India. Though the S6 
Edge is easily one of the best performers 
currently in the market, this price is 
quite high. |SP 
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PLUS 

MINUS 

• Excellent camera 

• Back surface is prone 

• Stylishly built 

to scratches 

• Fast charging 

• Fingerprint sensor 

• Light and compact 

failed once in our test 

design 

• Failed to connect to 4G 

• Brilliant display 

LTE network 
• Average battery life 


VERDICT 

The Samsung Galaxy S6 is a stylish and 
high-performing smartphone that boasts a 
brilliant camera and superior features. The 
edge screen does not add any useful feature 
to it rather than raising its visual appeal. If 
you are looking for a high-end phone with 
a great camera, the S6 (not the Edge) could 
be a better choice since it is better value for 
money. We are still concerned about the 
lack of connectivity with 4G network and 
the heating issue. 
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T he Zenfone 4, 5, and 6 were 

probably the best-designed budget 
smartphones in the market, 
featuring Gorilla Glass screen, sleek 
profile and plastic, yet scratch-resistant 
back. The Zenfone 2 is a huge step ahead 
with all the features of the Zenfone 5 plus 
more premium features, LTE support, 
and a refined UI. 

Design and Build Quality 

The Zenfone 2 has the same brilliant 
finish as the Zenfone 5, sans the matte 
finished back. The back is curved, and 
houses the camera, dual LED flash 
and volume rocker button. Asus seems 
to have adopted the LG design and 
positioned the volume rocker just below 
the lens. The power button has been 
moved to the top instead of the side. This 
can cause the device to power off or on 
accidentally if you sit with the phone in 
your pant pocket. 

Key Features 

The Zenfone 2 runs on Android 5.0 
(Lollipop) platform. Though the Zenfone 
2 is advertised as one model, the phone 
is available in various combinations of 
processor, RAM, and Internal memory 
(ROM). The processor options are Intel 
Atom Quad Core Z3580 (2.3GHz) (64 
bit) and Intel Atom Quad Core Z3560 
(1.8GHz). In RAM, the options available 
are 2GB and 4GB LPDDR3. Asus rightly 
claims that this is the first smartphone 
with 4GB RAM. Internal storage options 
include 16GB, 32GB, and 64GB. It uses a 
PowerVR 6430 533MHz GPU. The phone 
has a MicroSD card slot that can accept 
cards of up to 64 GB capacity. The device 
has dual Micro SIM slots and both of 
them support 2G, 3G, and 4G. The dual 
SIMs are dual active as well, meaning 
that you can receive calls from the 
second SIM even while on call though 
the first SIM. 

The Zenfone 2 uses a 5.5-inch, Pull HD 
(1920x1080), IPS touch panel with a 
scratch and fingerprint resistant Corning 
Gorilla Glass 3 screen. The display 
provides 178 degree viewing angle and 
has 403 ppi pixel density. With the 
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Inside the Box 


/ Asus Zenfone 2 
/ 18W BoostMaster adapter (only 
with 2.3GHz models) 

/USB data cable 
/ Warranty card 

/ (Headphones are not included) 


r ^ 

Asus Zenfone 2 ? 19,999 [iil Sujith Gopinath 
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Another Ace 
from Asus 


Asus took the market by storm in 2014 
with the launch of their Zenfone series of 
smartphones, featuring an Intel processor 
and the best features for the price. This 
time, they are back with yet another 
market-grabber. 


Asus Splendid feature that it included 
in the phone, you can easily customise 
the colour temperature and the screen 
colour modes. Asus has enhanced the 
sound quality of this phone with what 
they call SonicMaster technology. The 
dual microphones in the Zenfone 2 are 
equipped with noise cancellation to 
provide clear sound. 


The Zenfone 2 uses a 13 megapixel 
PixelMaster main Camera, providing 
a wide f/2.0 aperture. The camera uses 
a five -element lens and a Back- Side 
Illuminated (BSI) sensor. The front 
camera is a 5 -megapixel model. The 
main camera uses a Dual LED flash that 
provides neutral lighting. ISO sensitivity 
ranges from ISO 50 to 800. Shooting 
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modes include Auto, Manual, HDR, 
Beautification, Super Resolution, Low- 
light, Night, Depth-of-field, Effect, Selfie, 
GIF Animation, Panorama, Miniature, 
Time Rewind, Smart Remove, All Smiles 
and Time Lapse. The Super Resolution 
mode combines four 13 megapixel 
photos to create a single image of 52 
megapixel resolution. The Zenfone 2 can 
also capture Full HD videos. 

The Zenfone 2 can connect to 2G 
(EDGE/GPRS/GSM bands 850MHz, 
900MHz, 1800MHz, and 1900MHz), 

3G (WCDMA bands 850MHz(5), 
900MHz(8), 1900MHz(2), and 
2100MHz(l), and TD-SCDMA bands 
1900 ~ 2100), and 4G (FDD-LTE bands 
2100MHz(l) and 1800MHz(3), TDD- 
LTE bands 2600MHz(38), 1900MHz(39), 
2300MHz(40), and 2500MHz(41). 

Other connectivity options are WLAN 
802.11 a/b/g/n/ac, USB, Bluetooth V4.0, 
and NFC. It supports data rates such 
as HSPA-h, DC-HSPA (Upload 5.76 
Mbps, Download 42 Mbps) and LTE 
Cat4 (Upload 50 Mbps, Download 150 
Mbps). The device can connect to up 
to 5 positioning satellites for accurate 
navigation via GPS, GLONASS, QZSS, 
SBAS, and BDS (Beidou). 

The Zenfone 2 uses a 3000 mAh Li- 
Polymer non-removable battery, which 
supports BoostMaster fast charging 
(18W adapter required). The phone has 
dimensions of 77.2 x 152.5 x 3.9 ~ 

10.9 mm (WxDxH) and weighs 170 g. 

Ergonomics 

The Zenfone 2 is quite simple to use and 
highly customisable with various power 
saving modes like Do not Disturb mode, 
ZenMotion (Gesture-control) and Auto- 
start Manager. The phone also allows 
you to tweak the display colours using 
the Screen Colour Mode option. This 
is quite useful as smartphone screens, 
especially Super AMOLED displays, tend 
to over-saturate and over-sharpen images 
when displayed on the screen. The 
BoostMaster fast charger (included with 
the 2.3GHz/4GB model) fully charges the 
phone in about an hour. 

Performance 

The Asus Zenfone 2 (we received the 
Z3580 model with 2.3GHz, 32GB 
ROM, 4GB RAM) performed very 
well in our tests. The phone connected 



The Zenfone 2 uses a 3000 
mAh Li-Polymer non- 
removable battery, which 
supports BoostMaster fast 
charging with 18W adapter 


to 4G network without any problem, 
and the sound quality was good. Like 
any high-end smartphone, this heats 
up a bit at times, but only when there 
are resource-intensive apps running. 
Though the device has 4GB of RAM, 
the background processes consume 
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Asus has moved 
the volume rocker 
to the back, which 
also houses the 
PixelMaster camera 


about 50 percent (about 1.9GB, observed 
without any other application running 
and after boosting the device). Though 
most games performed well, one hung 
midway, probably due to incompatibility 
with the hardware. 


The AnTuTu benchmarking software 
gave a rating of 46870 for this device, 
and the stability figures were consistent. 
Battery life was average, but the 
BoostMaster adapter made up for this by 
charging it fast. 


KEY SPECIFICATIONS 


Platform: Android 5.0 (Lollipop) 

CPU: Intel Atom Quad Core Z3580 (2.3GHz), 
Intel Atom Quad Core Z3560 (1.8GHz) 
Memory: 2GB/4GB LPDDR3 RAM 
Storage: 16GB/32GB/64GB eMMC Flash 
Memory Slot: MicroSD card (up to 64 GB) 
'siM:’2G/3G/4G7Dual SIM^Duaf^ 

Data Rate: HSPA+: Upload 5.76 / Download 
42 Mbps; DC-HSPA+: Upload 5.76 / Down- 
load 42 Mbps 

LTE Cat4: Upload 50 / Download 150 Mbps 
2G : EDGE/GPRS/GSM, (WW version): 
850MHz/900MHz/1800MHz/1900MHz, 

'3G’:’w5m^^ 

850MHz(5)/900MHz(8)/1900MHz(2) 

/2100MHz(l) 



2100 

2100MHz(l)/1800MHz(3); TDD-LTE: (CN/ 
IN version): 2600MHz(38)/1900MHz(39)/230 
0MHz(40)/2500MHz(41) 

Battery: 3000 mAh Li-Polymer 

Camera: Front: 5 Mega-Pixel; Rear: 13 Mega- 

Pixel 

Dimensions: 77.2 x 152.5 x 3.9 ~ 10.9 mm 
(WxDxH) 

Weight: 170 g 


The main camera performed very well. 
Autofocus was fast and locked on to the 
subject without any problem. Images 
appeared a little over-saturated, but were 
tack sharp. It produced slight cast under 
most lighting conditions, but these were 
easily removable in post-processing. 
Native image size was 13.65 x 10.24 
inches at 300 ppi. At 25 percent view, 
we observed slight noise at ISO 800, but 
the images were all perfectly usable. At 
50 percent view, slight noise was seen 
from ISO 100 onwards, but still, all 
images were quite usable. At 100 percent 
enlargement, noise became visible at all 
ISOs, but the images were usable up to 
ISO 200. The front camera has very low 
dynamic range and hence it struggles to 
handle slight changes in lighting. 

Value for Money 

The various models of the Zenfone 2 
retails at the following prices: Rs. 14,999 
(Z3560 1.8GHZ/16GB ROM/2GB 
RAM), Rs.18,999 (Z3560 1.8GHz/32GB 
ROM/4GB RAM), Rs. 19,999 (Z3580 
2.3GHZ/32GB ROM/4GB RAM) 
and Rs.22,999 (Z3580 2.3GHz/64GB 
ROM/4GB RAM). From our tests, we 
can conclude that the Z3580 model is 
certainly great value for money. |SP 


www.smartphotography.in 



Design and Build Quality 17/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

1 Key Features 

17/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

1 Ergonomics 

16/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

1 Performance 

17/20 

llllllllllllllllllll 

1 Value for Money 

18/20 

1 llllllllllllllllllll 

r 


PLUS 

MINUS 

• High-end features 

• Noise control 

• Minimum heating 

could have been 

• Excellent value for money 

• Easily connects to 4G 
network 

• Highly customisable Zen 

UI 

• East charging (only with 
BoostMaster adapter) 

better 


VERDICT 

With the Zenfone 2, Asus has yet again 
targeted those budget-conscious users 
who are looking for high-end features. The 
various versions fitting into different price 
ranges cater to most users who cannot 
afford phones in the premium segment, yet 
desire for high-end features. Let us see how 
the premium segment reacts. We expect 
aggressive rate cuts from that segment. 

Best Buy indeed. 
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F lickr had been very popular 
amongst photographer 
communities even before people 
migrated to other forms of social media 
platforms. However, a slow uploader and 
difficulty of managing ‘Photostreams’ 
soon kept the platform off the peaks for 
quite some time, especially after Yahoo’s 
acquisition of Flickr in 2005. Now Yahoo 
has announced a major upgrade to Flickr, 
and the new interface will surely raise 
people’s enthusiasm and expectations. Let 
us have a look at the new Flickr. 

Anyone who has been part of Flickr 
from the beginning knows how the 
Photostreams used to work before. 

Lot of things were manually done 
including creating albums, tagging 
photos, managing image resolutions, 
setting permissions and so on. Add to it 



Intelligence 

Redefined 


the low storage limit and the virtually 
unaffordable ‘Pro’ account. Now all of 
these is a thing of the past. Enter the 
new, intelligent Flickr that surely packs 
some jaw-dropping features. With 
1TB of free cloud storage (which was 
incorporated in the previous update), 
you can store all your images on Flickr 
using the new ‘Uploadr’ application for 


Windows, Mac and mobile devices. The 
‘Auto -Uploadr’ for mobile devices fixes 
duplicates and uploads all your images 
(if you choose so) to the cloud, marking 
them as ‘Private’ till you decide to share or 
change this setting. 

Let us take a look at the new features of 
Flickr 4.0. 



The Flickr 4.0 includes the new Camera Roll feature that organises your photo- The Camera Roll feature organises your photo stream based on the date of creation 


graphs in an easily accessible format. The feature is in Beta stage, and is the main or date of upload. You have the option to enable information display, which displays 

feature of this update. the number of views and comments for each photograph. This is easier than scroll- 


ing through innumerable pages. 



The Magic View option uses advanced scene recognition features to categorise im- 
ages into different categories. The tool can recognise up to 60 types of subjects such 
as landscapes, animals, screenshots, panoramas, people, plant, food, etc 



P, V (D , 


1 Kooiue ■Mkixn • Oq«itCjmc»aWMI H 


00«« tioolnwtt 

flickr Hiptor* 

upioMi 

illH ^ 


Cvn«re Roe P^ote>»v««Tt Albom* Favoiite* Groups C»«a«Hsnt More • 



The Camera Roll incorporates a new way of selecting photographs — drag to select, 
just as we do on a folder in a computer. The selected images are previewed below 
the page and a slew of options are displayed such as Privacy, Edit, Share, Add to 
Album, Download, and Delete. 
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The Privaq/^ option can be used to quickly change the privacy of the selected image. 
The options available are Public, Private, Friends, Family, and Friends and Family. 
Images uploaded through the 'Uploadr' app is marked as Private by default till you 
change it. 


The Edit option in the Camera Roll allows you to change the Titles and Descriptions 
of the group of images as a batch. You can also change the way people access the 
images, including copyright protection settings. You can also add new tags or add 
people with whom you want to share the images. 


Stnare & plntos to: 

n t 





The Share option lets you share the images on social media. The options currently 
included are Facebook, Tumblr, Twitter, Pinterest, and Mail. Once you select the op- 
tion, you will get a customised link for sharing the selected images. 


The selection process also provides an easy way to create an album or add to an 
existing album. This is much easier than dragging and dropping images to an album, 
which was the case earlier. 



The Download option allows you to download the full-resolution image or group of 
images in zip format. With this option available, you can treat your Flickr account as 
1TB of permanent storage on the cloud. 


The new intelligent search lets you search through your photo stream, photos from 
people you follow, and public images from other Flickr users. What makes the 
search tool unique is the number of options it provides. This is quite useful if you are 
searching for images of a certain quality. 


124 


www.smartphotography.in 





flickr You Explore Create 


Upload 


flickr You Explore Create 


Upload 



Click on the 'Patterns' option, and you will see images of the searched subject 
containing patterns. Note that these options are like checkboxes, and remain active 
till you 'uncheck' them. If not, when you select another option, it will apply that filter 
on top of the already active ones. 


The Shallow Depth of Field option will filter the images that have 
blurred backgrounds. 



The 'Black and White' option will show images that have been rendered as black 
and white. 


Checking the 'Minimalist' option will bring up images that have a single dominant 
colour. This is particularly useful if you are in the publishing business and you need 
images that match well with the other design elements. 



The search option provides an 'Advanced' mode, which allows you to specify the size Another very interesting feature of the search functionality is the new colour code 

[small, medium, large], orientation [vertical, horizontal, square, panorama], date search. Click on any of the colour swatches and the search will bring up images with 

range, content [photos or videos], and tags. that colour. Here you can see how selecting the yellow patch has brought up images 

that are predominantly yellow. 
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flickr You Explore Create 






Ulptead 




This shows the search results that were presented when Blue was selected from 
the swatches. You can see that the scene recognition is quite accurate is providing 
customised search. 


TagsCSn 0 Addttttr People In pnoto Atwpe- : 

prioto boriicr outdoor 
aninwl serene 
deptti of field 


Public ' 
Any FUckt rncmCMf ■ 
People you fo?’ : 

Safe ' 


Provide teodbsck on m» new photo peg* 


Flickr 4.0 also includes an automatic tagging feature, which is still m Beta stage. This 
feature recognises your images are adds relevant tags without your intervention. 
You can add more tags to it or remove the tags already added. 


fMckr You Explore Cfieate 








The 'Edit' option in individual images will bring up the Aviary Photo Editor, 
which is a plug-in that has been incorporated with Flickr. This image editor is 
quite comprehensive unlike many other web-based editors. A very important 
point to note is that the editing done on any photograph is non-destructive. 
This means that the original is not lost when you do the editing. The new 
image will be saved as a copy of the original. 


So here is possibly your permanent storage solution, 
promising to free up the precious hard disk space and 
allowing you to download full resolution images any 
time from any connected device. |SP 


126 


www.smartphotography.in 



PHOTOGRAPHY INSTITUTE 




Prof. Manoliar Desai’s 

National Institute of Photography (NIP) 

Since 1 983 ISO 9001 :2008 Certified Institute 

M Shooting Techniques 

on Sony PD 170 & NX-3 

x Video Post Processing 

Editing, Titling & Dubbing 

x Schedule 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday 
Timing : 4 to 6 pm 
Saturday & Sunday (special Batch) 

[Lnn 

Tegsonimiuies 

Days 

Indoor & Outdoor 
July : 24,25 & 26 


NIP, 11/2 Ghamat Terrace, 2nd Fir. Above Shagun Hotel, 
Opp. Dadar (WR) Station, Dadar (W), Mumbai-28 

• 022 24306502, 02265203364, 09820109479 

* info@focusnip.com 
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SPORT 




FUU 1 

WATER 

mmn 

PROOF 


MRP?10,990/- 


OPTICS 


Wide field 12x bineculars 
for wafcliing sports, starry sky 


The Artos series has been 
highly acclaimed worldwide 
for quality and styling. 
Excellent in the field, these 
binoculars are fully 
waterproof. Whether using 
them for astronomical 
observation in an evening 
mist or birdwatching in 
tropical humidity 


m Wide Field of View 

• Twist up eyecups and 
high-eyepoint design 

• Click-stop diopter 
adjustment ring 


CERES/NEW MIRAGE 



MRP ? 5,290/- 



10x50 Wide 


MRP ? 5,490/- 



MRP ? 5,790/- 



MRP 1 6,490/- 


Kenko 

^✓Tokina 


Kenko Tokina Co.. Ltd. TOKYO, JAPAN 

httpi/AfVww. kenkofltobal.com 

Kenko Tokina Imaging India Pvt. Ltd. 

JBC, M-38/1, Middle Ctrcte, Can naught Plaoe^ 

New/ Delhi 110 001 INDIA Tel: +91 - 11 41 a? 11 55 
http://www. kenko-tokina.co .in 
Email: sales@kenkcj4okina,oo.Fn 


piSTRIBUTpRS: 

North India: 

Innovative Tech Distribution Pvt. Lid. 
West India: 

Golo Venture 

South India: 

VNJ Ertterprise$ Pvi, Lld. 

East India: 

Phalosystems India FVt. Ltd. 


9911443999 irtiechdelhii^gjnail com 
093240&9403 ashok@colDphoio$hop. com 
09S4706 1 1 00 vnikochi@gmaii .com 
0905 1 77091 5 salesf^phatosystemsindia . com 





Kenko 

We open a world of imagination 


www.kenkoglobal.com 


Kenko SMART Filter Kit 

Kenko Smart Filter Kit features 3 main filters in one smart package. Kenko Smart Filter Kit is 
specially designed for beginners and amateur photographers as a initial set to start. 

Kenko Smart Filter Kit is available in wide size range to fit lenses 
for non-reflex and digital reflex cameras. 



Kenko Smart Filter Kit consists of 3 filters: Protector, Circular PL and ND8. All 3 filters are 
arranged in one soft stylish branded pouch that is covered by hard paper package. 



PROTECTOR 



Protector is to use as a general protection 
of the lens. Made of high quality both sides 
multicoated glass, Smart Protector will not 
affect the quality of the image. 


ND8 (NEUTRAL DENSITY) 



ND8 (Neutral Density) filter will decrease the 
volume of the light coming through the lens 
to achieve 8-times longer shutter speed or 
wider aperture during shiny day or to imitate 
blur motion of the water and moving objects. 


Filter sizes available in stock 52, 55, 58, 67, 72, 77, 82mm 


O Kenko 
Tokina 


Kenko Tokina Co., Ltd. TOKYO, JAPAN 

http://www.kenkoglobal.com 

Kenko Tokina Imaging India Pvt. Ltd. 

IBC, M-38/1 . Middle Circle. Connaught Place, 

New Delhi 110 001 INDIA Tel:+91-1141571155 

http://www.kenko-tokina.co.in 

Email: sales@kenko-tokina.co.in 


DISTRIBUTORS: 

North India: 

Innovative Tech Distribution Pvt. Ltd. 9911443999 intechdelhi@gmail.com 
West India: 

Colo Venture 09324069403 ashok@colophotoshop.com 

South India: 

VNJ Enterprises Pvt. Ltd. 09847061100 vnjkochl@gmail.com 

East India: 

Photosystems India Pvt. Ltd. 


0905 1 7799 1 5 sales@photosystemsindia.com 










Photo Album Solutions Thermal Lamination Solutions Post Press Products 


PS 2025 

Digital Foii Stamping Machine 


lMAX 


Lamination Films 


Catena 35 

Lamination Machine - 13 inch 


Sapphire 

Paper Cutting Machine 19 inch 
(Programmable / Non Programmable) 


Ultima 65 

Lamination Machine 


Fusion 5000L A3 


- 25 inch 


Sapphire 

Album Binding Machine (950z) 


EPSON Plotter 
24” X 42” 


D atacard (USA) 

Id Card Printer 


SRW 360 
Wire Binding 


Window Cutting Machine 


Sapphire 

Laser Engraving Machines 


Sapphire 

Non Tearable Paper (NTR), 
Metalic Paper (NTR), Silver, 
Gold, Pearl White, 
Clear, Frosted 


A TBUSINESS 


AJ Business Machines, Penta Estate, Janatha Jn. Palanvattom, Cochin - 25 
/m I « ^ 2331362, 2339749, Mob: 09447118678, 09497713102 

/ % t J IVI At . H I l\ r .S E-mail: mail@ajbusinessin.com, ajbusiness.in@gmaiLcom, Web: www,ajbusinessjn 



Delhi coLLEciE of Photography 


DELHI COLLEGE OF PHOTOGRAPHY 


“Photography is an art form, 
a way of seeing the world. 
It's also the most popular 
hobby on the planet.” 


57-58 Outram Lines, Kingsway Camp 
Delhi, 110009 
Tet: 011 45517450 
Email: contact@dcop.in 
www.dcop.in 


f DelhiCollegeOfPhotography 


BASIC PHOTOGRAPHY 
COURSE 


FOUNDATION PHOTOGRAPHY 
COURSE 


CANDID WEDDING 
m PHOTOGRAPHY COURSE 


FILM MAKING (DSLR) 
COURSE 


SELF MAKEUP COURSE 
PROFESSIONAL MAKE UP COURSE 
FASHION STYLING COURSE 


FASHION PHOTOGRAPHY 
COURSE 


WILD LIFE PHOTOGRAPHY 
COURSE 




lYEAR DIPLOMA PHOTOGRAPHY 


RENT STUDIO 




SKOPQvikkAi 

where every penny counts 

YOUR NEW SHOPPING PLACE 

Explore & Enjoy Attractive Deals on product 


Digital Camera 


Rechargeable 
Batteries & Charger 




Shopovilla.com, 705, 7th Floor, Ring Road Mall, Rohini, Sector - 3, New Delhi - 110085 
Phone : 91-11-47074444 Email : support@shopovilla.com 




udaan,org,in 



for one-year professional diploma in 
photojournalism and commercial photography 
for 2015^16 


Courses begin from 24th Aug 2015 

ud^n 

SCHOOL OF PHOTOGRAPHY 


1 - 4, Nirmal compound, Veen a Killed a r Industrial Estate, Pais Street, Byculia - west, Mumba 
Tel: 022 23020 8 80, 09619315130 | enquiry, udaan@gma 

i- 400011 
li L CO m 




A ww^ 


www.venusalbum.com 


Your 


are now possible 


;4 ^uuUtioH tnuAt 


VBIIUS CcO^ photobooks 

0 INDIGO 12x36 single photo prints 


^VBnOs photobooks 

creating stories out of images 

An ISO 9001:2008 Certified Company 


PHOTOBOOK * MINIBOOK • CALENDAR 


Chandigarh 

SCO 1022-23, 2nd Floor 
Sec 228, Chandigarh 
hpindigo@verusalbuni.com 


Venus Album Co Pvt. Ltd. 


Amritsar 

B-12, New Indl. Focal Point 
Phnselll, Mehta Road, Amritsar 
indigo@venusolbum.com 


Ludhiana 

G-11, Oaisis Complex 
Adjacent Punjabi Bhowan, 
Bharat Nagar Chowk, Ladhiono 
photobook@venusalbum.com 


Bangalore 

H 4, Ilird Floor, Maitree Apartment 
96, 6th Moin rood, 1 5th Cross 
Mollesworam, Bangalore 
mohit@venusolbum.com 


For Enquiry of Venus Eco Photobooks : +91 9217 28 28 28 



INLIA INTERNATIONAL 

XECHNOLOGIES 

Auth. Distributor For IMETTO, SEAR Unifoto & Prism Lab Printer 


Prismlab 

3d Printer 

IMCTTO 

RA4 LASER ENLARGEMENT MACHINE 



Double Sided Digital Printer Upto 12x18 
Single Side Upto 12x36 

Double Side Paper. Spares, Chemical 

& Service Also Available 


immtto 


AMC NOW Available on Site with 

Service Support with spares 

30740750 "^ 1 00 " 


Regd. Office : 26-Veer Savarkar Block, 253-Aggarwal Chamber, Vikas Marg, Shakarpur, Delhi - I 10 092, INDIA 
Corp. Office : I I . Veer Savarkar Block, Vikas Marg, Shakarpur. Delhi - I 10 092, INDIA 

^ +91-9810340452, 9899800l23Tel.;9l-ll-4658l4l9 sales@indiainttech.com | care@indiainttech.com ^ Web ; www.iitindia.in | www.indiainttech.com 






® VANGUARD 



HORSESHOE BEND 

PACE, ARIZONA 


THE COLLECTION THAT KNOWS 
ITS WAY AROUND THE WORLD. 




VEO Tripods offer a new breed of lightweight, compact usability. 

Take advantage of many industry -first features designed for the traveling photographer. 



THE 

VEO 

COLLECTION 

TRIPODS I MONOPODS 


Model Shown VEO 235AB 


^features* 


^ Rapid column rotation for compact 
transportation and quick setup 

^ 3 different leg angles allow for 
greater versatility 

Q Stronger leg locks fo r greater 
maximum loading capacity 

^ Rubber / Spike convertible 
feet dependent on temain 


V H I C'TD I D 1 1 DC www.fscebook com/va ng u sfdphotoi nd Fa 

1^ I M ifl 191 Kl DU I Rl9 *^*^*'^ abourWtite a Review ^nd Win Contest" pFea$e visit wwwJm^inext.co.in 

Imported Mcifketed by 

Heod Office: FL-1 B. Plot No. 410/2, Green Tenroce, Near Vidyut Hagai Lone No. 5, South Kbregoon Parle Pune -411001, MH, Indio 
Tel: + 91 20 30500614, Mob. + 91 9967588171, E-mail: raman.jpa@gmaiLcom 
Branch Office: Mumbai - 9225222666 Delhi - 9268759295, Koilcota - 8697941 299, Goo - 982281831 7, 

Chandigafh-84278988B2H 9268759295, Punjab - 9268759295, Hyderabad - 9701004340, Chennai - 9684414884, Bangalore - 99000001 79. 

Keraia - 9884414884, Indore -8989597255 

Regional Distributors: Ahmedabod - 823841 1 511 , Mumbai - 8691 857602, Guwahali - 9435557286, Stiiguri - 9932025098,0363“26401 77, 

Jaipur - 9667615276, GUfgaon - 926B759295 , Haryana - 9268759295, Raipur - 8989597255 

VANGUARD Brand store: 227,1 st_floorf commissariat building. Dr. D N Road, Fort, Mumbai - 400001, 09702 185902. 


VANGUARD 
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18th to 19th July 15 

karjat farm 

mumbai 


for enrollment contact 

Kumud; +91 9892952598 
kumudphotography@yahoo.in 
www.kaushikbhatia.com 









Dhotopro 

* The New BUILT-IN RT PROFESSIONAL STUDIO FLASH SYSTEM 


The New BUILT-IN RT PROFESSIONAL STUDIO FLASH SYSTEM 


First 



System 


D-MAX400 23 500 XT 35 -H 300 N 300 D 300 DT RADIO TRIGGER 


Showroom (Delhi) 

PHOTOSYSTEMS INDIA PVT. LTD, 

216-A/13, Qautam Nagar, Gulmohar Park, New Delhi-HO 049 (INDIA), Mob : 99906 30710, E-mail : info@photosystemsindia.com, Website : www.photosystemsindia.com 


Website : www.photopro.in 


Dealer Contact at E-mail : info@photopro.in 





3IRlSh MISTRY’S SHARI ACADEMY 

OF PROFESSIONAL PHOTOGRAPHY AND DIGITAL IMAGING 


BETTER PHOTOGRAPHY WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHER OF THE YEAR 
2009 - RANJAN ZINGADE, 2010 - VIVEK SEQUERIA, 

2011 -SANIKA JAHAGIRDAR, 2012 - VIVEK SEQUERIA. 
2012 - BEHIND THE SCENE CATEGORY - RIDDHI PAREKH. 

ALL SHARI ALUMNI 



APPRENTICE DIPLOMA 
IN STUDIO PORTRAITS 
AND CANDID WEDDING 
PHOTOGRAPHY 
starts on 3 July, 2015. 


4 DAYS CONCEPTUAL PEOPLE 
AND PORTRAIT PHOTOGRAPHY 
WORKSHOP 

From 21st to 24th July 2015. 


Images by : Vivek Sequerta Photography 

ADMISSION OPEN 


Mastercraftsman Diploma In Professional Photography and 
Digital Imaging (2 year Full time) Starts on 9th Sept., 2015. 

Diploma in Fashion and Portrait Photography 
(Brand New Syllabus) Starts on 9th Sept, 2015. 


CONTACT: SHARI ACADEMV, 

37-C Doctors Compound, Parel Road Cross Lane, Near Byculla Goods Depot, Opp Soman Nagar, 
Chinchpokli (E) Mumbai - 012. Phone: 9S20907025, 022 23736214, 022 23736215. 
Email: iiifD@shariacademy.com Web: www.shariacademy.com www.sharibJog.com 




PHOTO PRODUCT AND ACCESSORIES 





ALL TYPES OF ALBUM MAKING SOLUTION IS AVAILABLE WITH US, 

•4 H 


Mset lis 


in Julu 24-26 


in Chennai 


Stall MO.P52 


FASTEST GROWING BRAND OF INDIA 


Mob: +91-72999-78267, 72990-78267, 72990-78268 


^ VITAYEXIM INDIA 

101-Aj Sidco Industrial Estate, Ambattur 
Chennai, GOOO&S 

Email: alexim@yahoo,co,m 


PHOTO PRODUCT AND ACCESSORIES 


Noritsu Compatible 
Cartridges and 
CC paper 



Refill Your 

Original Noritsu Cartridges 

Mr. Rajesh 9841001212 
9884117333 


Epson Compatible 
Cartridges for 
Large Format Printers 

For Mode! No. 
7700 / 7900 / 
9700 / 9900 / 
7890/9890 


Album Covers 


in acreylic, wood and 
wood acreylic series 
in any size 





Ol-i 11 


Mob: +91-72999-78267, 72990-78267, 72990-78268 


FASTEST GROWING BRAND OF INDIA 

Meet us 
in July 24^26 
in Chennai 
Stall No, P 52 



^ VITAYEXIM INDIA 

lOI-A, Sidco iDdustrial Estate, Ambattur 
CbeimaJ, 60009B 

Email: ale xim@y ahoo , co , in 



PHOTO PRODUCT AND ACCESSORIES 


EACTEDM PI4 flTfl f* D A 0141 P Pfl 203,MagnumHoi!S&"2, KarampufS Conun. ComplGx, New DelfiE-IIOOIS 

CrtO ICnnrnUIUUnHrnlUljU. ph; 25920156-57, 45074682 Mobile: 981 0070275 E-mail : jnfo@easternpiiotographic.eom 


Films: ILFORD PAN 100 & 400, ILFORD PAN F PLUS 50, FP4+, HP5+, Films tn 35 , 120 & 4''x5'' Formats. 

Paper: Ilford Multigrade Paper RC 
5" Chemicals: Deveioper, Fixer, Stop Bath & Wetting Agent, 

3" Also Available: Wide range of Photo Products like Developing 
Tank, Trays, Storage Bottles, Thermometers, Safelights, B/W & Color Enlargers, Archival Negative Storage Sheets, Portable 

35mm Film Scanner with built In LCD & Memory Card Slot, 


IS 


Offers Wide Range Of Latest Photo Products & Accessories 


World's best known Classic "ILFORD" Brand B/W Films, Paper & Chemicals are now 
available in India through Exclusive Sole Authorized Distributors: 

"EASTERN PHOTOGRAPHIC CO." 










LET YOUR INSPiFtATION SHINE. 


it 





A set of beautifut, powerful and extremely 
portable LEDs for lighting your photos and videos. 
You just need to discover the one perfect for you! 



SRISHTI 

www.srishtidigilife.co.in 
■ twitter.com/SrishtiDigilif1 
^ facebook.com/SrishtiDigilife.co.in 


Srishti Digilife Pvt. Ltd. 

Bengaluru : No 52, Golden Square, 3rd FEoor, Lalbaph Main Road, Bengaluru — 560 027. (Near Passport Office) 

For Karnataka : Contact : Sura] Prabhu, Ph: +91 80 4117 8864. Mob: +91 99169 19897, 

Email ; prab hu .su raj @sri shtid ig I fife . co, in 

Cochin- 29/1 46-C, Pane Parambil House, Toc-H School Road, Vytilla, Ernakulam, Cochin- 682019. 

For Kerala: Contact: Raja, Mob: +91 94474 14046, Email- raia@srishtdigilile.coJn 
Hyderabad : H. l\fo.E-3-247, Maheshwari Towers, Road No.1, Banjara Hitls, Hyderabad - 500 034, 

For Andhra Pradesh : Contact : Rajkumar, Ph: +91 40 401 7 0401 . Mob: +91 93999 73935. 

Email : rajkumar@s risht I d i g il ife xo . i n 

Kolkata and Eastern India : No.231, Karnani Mansion, 25 A, Park Street, 2nd Floor, Kolkata - 700 016 
For East : Contact : Saptarshi Curia, Mob : +91 94773 66533, Email : fishi@srishtidigilife,co in 
Chennai : No 47-49 Abdul Azeez Street, T.Nagar, Chennai - 600 017, 

For Tamilnadu & Rest of India : Contact : Santhanakrishnan, Telefax: +91 44 2436 4778. Mob: +91 89399 95255. 
Email: sk@srishtFdigilifexoJn 

For Service Enquiries, Contact: Mob: +91 89398 14414 Email: $ervice@sri$htidigilife.co.in 



NATIONAL 

GEOGRAPHIC 


J (■ IP A SEKONtC SONY TAinROT 
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PHOTO PRODUCT AND ACCESSORIES 



SubstitutB for SCODEX Prints 


FLAT BED UV PRINTER 


FASTEST GROWING BRAND OF INDIA 


PR/NT AREA: 16”X24” 
PRINT ON ANY SURFACE 
DIRECT PRINT ON ALBUM PADS 

Mob: +91-72999-78267, 72990-78267, 72990-78268 



c 

VITAYEXIM INDIA 

101 -A, Sidco Iiidu^ulal Estate. Ambattur 
Chennai, 600098 

Email; alexim@yahoo,co,in 


PHOTO PRODUCT AND ACCESSORIES 





PHOTO PRODUCT AND ACCESSORIES 


GOLU 


photos 


GOLU Photos 


30-31, Shop No,4a, llnd Floor, Kucha Chaudhary^ (Opp, SBI) Chandni Chowk, Delhi-1'10006, 
Mob: 9811062088, 23278483, 23251789 E-mail: goluphotos48@gmalLcom 


FASTEST GROWING BRAND OF INDIA 


Meet U5 
in July 24-26 
in Chennai 
Stail No. P 52 


* LARGE RANGE OF SUBLIMATION BLANKS 

• ALL TYPES OF HEAT PRESSES 
- ALL TYPES OF NEW SD MACHINES 
‘ COMPETITIVE PRICES 

^ VITAYEXIM INDIA 

101-A, Sidco Industrial Estate, Ambattur 
Chennai, 600098 

+91-72999-78267, 72990-78267, 72990-78268 alexim ©yahoo. co. in 


FX LENS OFFER] 


DSCOUNT 


NIKKOR 24-120mm f/4G VR 
MRP: ? 1,00, 900/- 

OFFER PRICE: f 45,000/- when bought with D810/D750''/D610 


P8K) 


Body MRP: ? 1,99,950/- 


10)750 


Body MRP:? 1,34,450/- 


Accessories shown above are only for 
reference and not provided with the product 
^ In case of D?50 Lens combo offer available in one box only 


8GB ^ 

CLASS 16 CARD 


D-SLR 

BAG 


w ww.n i k on.co^ i n 


Nikon IndiaJTo^l 

1800-11)2-7346 













BANGALORE, 


26™ JULY 201 
iilWAl TRADE CENTRE 


29™, 30™ & 3r JULY 2 
LULU INTERNATIONAL 
CONVENTION CENTRE 
THRISSUR, KERALA 


IN DIA 2015 

PHOTO & VIDEO TRADE FAIR 




^ ■ 


[For Your 


Camera 


VISIT US @ 


‘ 2015 


17™, 18™ & 19™ JULY 2015 
NEELAKANTA CONVENTION CENTRE 
KARNATAKA. INDIA 


STALL NO. 
56 


FOR ENQUIRIES 


KERALA 


U ANDHRA PRADESH 


ASIA 

2015 

CHENNAI 


STALL NO. 
79 A 


GUJARAT 


REST OF MAHARASTHRA 


'2015 


STALL NO. 
Bg 


WEST BENGAL 


TAMIL NADU 


Marc Frames 

08589039001 

Sri Sai Krishna Agency 

09948014949 

Kiriti Photo 

08087685686 

Alpha Marketing 

09825503937 

S Cube Technoprises 
08100001382 

GreenWheel Distribution 

09940071583 


Pinball Avenue, # 3908, 9"' Main, BSK 2"" Stage, Bangalore - 560 070. 
p ; 080-2671 6494/ -1-91 94483 68302 / -i-91 98450 11522 
e : pinballindia@gmail.com w : www.pinballindia.co.in 










Eastern India s Most Popular Trade Show 

. Jnternational 

y 1*"^ Photo Video Digital Imaging Frame, Sublimation & Album making Industry 




16th, 17th, 18th August 


ICKAir 


Co-Sponsored by 


East zone Photo a Videographv Louers Association 

Ragil.NO;-SIII/4I68T 


Panasonic SONnr Candtl TAUIROn ^ 

ki^KiSjrl^rD wwwwwr^ — 

maro^ ^ PQ 


lESON FyJtFILM P«oequlp UON INDIA L«Cam JuU 

fiSZSEBi^. PINBALL IMS *noserlDaer|5?ff** 




Sankar Das, Cell : 093319 98592 Pinki Das, Cel! ; 093300 58064, 03325650475 e-mail : imagecraft2010@gmail.com 

^ Offico :-Arindam Complex, S3 DaKshinayan ,Kolkata-llO VVEB51TE ; wvuwJmagecraftjri 


COURSTY BY:- 


BHUBANE3WAR: OMTRONlX- 09»370t2«44, DHANOAC; BAPr STUDIO- 035377S422S ROURKELA: ATUL SANOHVl- 09437047741 , KRi3l4NA EHTBftPRISES- 09337800970 
QIAVARATI: EASTERN TRADING CO -09854011 000 , GANGTOK: DINES TAMANG-09748T445Z8 , PATNA- DURGESH KR- O93343B5590.,OM PRAKASH-D983S0S372Z , 
TATA-MUKESH PRA3AD-093344820S31 , AB HIMAN YU-aS2343S3921 .MOHIT CHOUDHARY-0B3 34005630 , JHARKHAND: SAN JAY BO 9 E-01O292O300.N I RAN JAN -0787090009 
OEC>GHAR;SANJAY KR- 00431 17721 3 , ANAHD 11-9470919101, ODISHAt-SANJAY MOHANTY-Og437029192 . 6DKARO:-UPENDRA KR-005a759335S &AiL FRIEND 









«v\5Vi-U* 


Portable operation: 

Run these lights with 
NP-F batteries or even with 
12V automotive batteries. 


Easy controls enable 
dimming and array 
segregation. 


HARIS 


ARGOS (argos) n. 

A mythological being 
with hundreds of eyes. 


ARGOS LED Lights 

s High CRI (>90) LEDs, 
s Colour-corrected light output. 

s Power Supply : 

In-Built NP-F battery mounts. 

12 to 18 Volt DC. 

s All-metal body. 

s Stepless dimming. (Models with remote 
dimming also available). 

s 1 Year Warranty. 


These LED lights have 
been designed, developed 
& manufactured in India. 


HARI SINGH & SONS (An ISO 9001-2000 Company) G.T.Road, Near Canal, P.O. Sultanwind, Amritsar-143 021, INDIA 
Phone: ■♦■91-183-2586114, 2589619, ■♦■91-8427952565 E-mail: info@harlsonphoto.com Website: www.harisonphoto.com 









Lexar 

by ^'^icron 

JOINTLY PRESENTS 



BY COMPATIBLE SUPER 


PROFESSIONAL MEMORY CARDS 

CONDUCTED BY ANIL BHAVSAR 


CINEMATIC VIDEO WORKSHOP 



lexar 


WORKSHOP 

SCHEDULE 


KOLKAJA E 

www.resortibiza.com 
THU 23-7- 2015 TO SAT 25-7-:: 


RANCHI: 

www.capitoLhoteLs.in 

MON 27-7-2015 TO WED 29-7-2015 


PURI; 

www.toshaLisancls.com 

FRI 31-7-2015 TO SUN 02-8-2015 


VISAKHAPATNAM: 

www.sunrayviLLageresort.com 
TUE 04-8-2015 TO THU 06-8-2015 


HYDERABAD: 

www.La ha ri resorts.cpm 
SAT 08-8-2015 TO MON 10-8-2015 



WORKSHOP INCLUDES FOODING S LODGING FOR ALL PARTICIPANTS 

FEES RS. 14000, FOR GENERAL PARTCIPANTS 
RS. 8,000 FOR THE FOLLOWING : 



BIHAR PHOTOGRAPHERS ASSOCIATION, 
JHARKHAND PHOTOGRAPHIC ASSOCIATION. 
ODISHA PHOTO-VIDEOGRAPHIC TRADERS ASSOCIATION 
AND OTHER AFFILIATED ASSOCIATIONS OF 
EASTREN INDIA PHOTOGRAPHIC TRADE AND INDUSTRIES ASSOCIAHON 



Supported and Quality Controled by: 

EASTERN INDIA PHOTOGRAPHIC TRADE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION 

Mobile: 9830571 279 / 9830221 959. Land line: 03340030604 
elptla@gnnall.com, www.elptla.com, https://www.facebook.com/eiptla 



© Photograph byJayanth Sharma, Toehold 


^hoW 

TRAVEL & PHOTOGRAPHY 


Fly straight to where the action is. 

Toehold's expertly led Photography Tours take you right to the heart of action, so you get the best 
opportunities and a wealth of learning. Join one, and see your photography take off in flying colours! 



jui 201 5 -Ladakh 

fPI Sep 201 5 -Pantanal, Brazil 

^1^ Landscape Photography Expedition 

Jaguar Photography Expedition 

Jui2oi5-Coorg 

oct2oi5-Tadoba 

Macro Photography Bootcamp 

[||2|p Wildlife Photography Tour 

Aug 2015 - Masai Mara, Kenya 

Oct2oi5 -Ranthambhotie 

Great Migration Photography Tour 

^l^jp Wildlife Photography Tour 

Aug 201 5 -Kamchatka, Russia 

Nov 201 5 - Masai Mara, Kenya 

Brown Bear Photography Expedition 

Wildlife Photography Tour 


www.toehold.in | 080-22442211 | phototours@toehold.in 


INDIA'S N0.1 “TRAVEL AND PHOTOGRAPHY” COMPANY 











171819 I Neelakanta Convention Centre 
JULY 2015 I Bangalore, Karnataka. INDIA 



PWOTOO^UIP* Panasonic 


Simpex' 

PHOTO & VIDEO 




KONICA MINOLTA 




TechWova 

IfTiafgjng System^ 



Canon TAmRon 

Delighting You Always 


^i^bag 


SMARTBOO K" 

THE ROYAL PMOTOBOOK J 



MONOTECH 

SYSTIMfiLlMrrBD 



i^MCTRO MCDIA 

Pi M TO vnm moumatm 


Organised by: 

Karnataka 
Photographers 
Association (R) 


Managed by; 

a = AAKAR 

^SEXHIBITinN 
Aakar Exhibition Pvt. Ltd 



Supported by: 


ALL INDIA PHOTOGRAPH fC 
TRAD BAND INDUSTRY 
ASSOCIATION 





SIGMA 





BEST EXPEFTT DSLR PRIME LENS 
SIGMA 24rnm F1 A DG HSM | Art 


"ALL SIGMA LENSES ARE MADE IN JAPAN" 

sigma -global, com www.sigmaindia.in 


SIQMA OQRKlRAllON 2-4-16, Kurihi, AtSo-ku^ Kawasii(i-ship KanagawA, 215-8530 Japan I + 81-44-889^7437 1 WWw.sigmaph 0 to.com 
Aufthonsed Distributor & &«rvic4 CenlrB : Shotala. Agancios Pvt. Ltd -Cbannai ^ M4-4.212&166 Bangalore - 080-4123SS2G Hydrabad - 040-&6612364 Mumbai ^ 022-22639134 VVelHilB:liit<|p:i/www.sjgmaindia.in/ 

CHENNAI: Sbalala Cameras- 28490698/ 28490697. Smat Sboppers- 994003SSS1. Anhant □islitbulor^e8840S3620/23465321 . Foto Trade-2a547113. ftatlhna Foto Stores- 28^12686/28618227. Foto Pad[-9B40124864/2S416743p Sree MaruU Foto 
Cenlie- 42075069/28563674. Chennai Cffloeras 9884244309. Kant^ Films 9841187400, Das$ Cameras 9840768738, F Slop 9940076610, India Photo House 7200224077 COIMBATORE: Savithri Photo Hou^9e4066304O(22592877, 
MADURAI: Raja Foto Stofe&-9629361981, TIRUNELVELl: R^a FotO SlDfes-94422e6191. Fotomax Photo Stores4>4€51-272282/205894, Maruttij Phdlo store 9488113178. Tnbcodn - Manjltkl Photo store 9488113173. KERALA: Photo 
L4nk4)487-8241 220/2442394,. V TFadera-0484-23e060e. (3alaxy4>*9S4017575.eabas4>471 -2573888, Ka1a Digits Photo World-04a7-2426989, City Cotor Lab-2726718/9849112203, 0-nome Sy5temfi-0487-2320204, VjdeoSnl? - 9809764999, Camera 
Scan - 9447212721, Venus Photo - 9446124618. Pioneer Graptacs - 0484-2783814, Nimmys 2S33D80. BANGALORE: Shetala CamerasO804123S523/29,Feto Circte:OeO-22872572,R.K.PboiogiJide-222S1924/994SD81929, G-K. 
Vae4]80-255S7646/9781 372520,25091212, HYDERABAD: Viwilash DigiEal-66Q45696,V,G.Chimal5E-9866077097. Jyoli Art 8t)udiD-66388338. Panas(iriic-88661418S, Singapore Ci!ntFe-24651353, Tokyo Japan Centre-9S66366339, By as Foto World 
9441404048, Pares Diktat 66771133, Wshal Peripherals 0121966609, Vizag: Gown Natraj Etsteiprises 9248677662, MUMBAI; Foto CeriEre-22-22669344/2264 1727, Peoples Camera CO-O22-2266677O/0639S915. Rfilisble Photo Store 022^2261 
4319/022-2262 2259, Rifl Enterprises 022-2261. OllS/022-a639S9aO.KashFSh Folo VlsrOn 022-2262 5630. VlbgyOr PlTOtos-6633 3361/022-66333962, J.J.Mehia 6 Sons 2430 6356/2430 .6354/2430 2104, Karan Foto ElecJrOnics 022-22677494/2430 
6356/2430 6354/^30 2104. Gaffar Shari Sorts - 2261 6766/2261 6461/6752 1963, The StarKlard Supply CO-2261 2463/022-2261 1949, Lalrt Foto 022-2262 3S41/022-S639 5^, G.R.EnteipiiseS • 66642866, Asiya Cameras - 7506362253, Mafeee 
Cameras - 22069221 . MaaO Foto - 2281 8639, Angei Photo - 2261 2298, Ultra Vteton - 95201 50071 , PteiTia enterprises 22695464, Cwitora Photo Store - 22623200. Foto Mac - 9620142061 . Srtoppy Foto Centre - 2261 653 1 . PUNE : Kirihi Photo 
Goods - 3087635666/9322242524, Mahoveer - 9390624429, AHMEDABAD: Gu|aral Pholo Supplies - 9625334720, Geeto Photo goods 7922145266, NORTH/CENTRAL, DELHI: Cosmo Digital Pvl Ltd, 9310576262, Mehatta 3 Co - 4151 
722077221/7110, 2341 4139. Dass Studio - 2331 6091 .Goto Photos - 2327 3453/2325 I73g(/96l 1062083, MadSn Jee 6 Co - 2327 6958/2327 4331/4156 9620. GURGAON: Haryana; Kumar Jee - 9310073841/01244264441/4264442, NOIDA; 
UP Joshi Sons - 01204812711/9599500500/9811908477, UOAIPUR: Ajanto Photo Stores -9828088294, JAIPUR: Arun Studio - 0141-2811887/9414045114, Suhransu Sates - 9829050926. CHANDIGARH: Capital PtEito Store 01 72-82541 64, 
DHERAADUN:Cmema Art Studio 0185-2715231, CHATTISGARH: Manish Eiectronics - 09626194444/2587550/4033550, LUDHtANA: Gupto SltK6o 0161-2720454, EAST/KOLKATTA: M M. Phcjtographic Stores - 22260456, C^l 
Chowringhee(p] Ltd -22285857/22280091 , Chnwringhee Camera Stores (no. 12) 9830660506, Grand Camera Stores 8 Studio 22491734. INDDRE: Happy Home-9827531343. The Camera Bcchange - 22491847. :^wy Camera Stores-22284&36, 
Metropotitan Photographies 22281152, Harioo Photographtos-22281202/963)CI215077. Bilenium Safes & Service (p| lJd-22523665, 

www.shetalacamera.com 


saleschennai@shetalacamera.com 



India's most successful imaging exhibition 
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' INTERNATIONAL ' 




,VIDE©i 

[jRflDe FAIR ^ 




October 2015 


Gujarat University Exiiliiition Center. 
Nr. Helmet Cross Roads. Ahmedabad. 


More than 220 participants from across the country 


Bus SERVICES FOR PHOTOGRAPHERS FROM ACROSS GUJARAT 


Workshops during all three days of exhibition 


Photo contest for photographers 


Free water bottles for all photographers 


SONY 


make, believe 




Panasonic PWOTO«^UiP 

SMARTBOOK" 


ihoto book 
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I PAVAN 
I PLEZER 

I DIGITAL PRESS 



SIMPEX 

Canon 


KONICA MINOLTA 


Delighting You Always 
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Organised By 


Managed By 
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IHL C IIAKHAilif GROUP Of 
l*tH:il(KiRAi>HK IKADI 
INOUSIRY ASSOCUriON i 


Regd. No. F/17270/Ahmedabad 


aakar 

LTPH exhibition 

AAKAR EXHIBITION PVT. LTD. 
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For more Information : 

www.photovideofair.com | email: photovideoexpo@gmail.com | Mobile: 9898949393/9173328971 
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MONSOON • 

SERVICE CAMP 


. iS 


500 FLUID VIDEO HEAD 


190 NEW BENCHMARAK 


COMPACT SERIES 


Throughout July and August 2015, take your Manfrotto product to any of our service centers and 
get it serviced at absolutely no charge. You will pay only for spares if needed. 


Service Centre North 
Royal Broadcasting 

E-142, II Floor, Amar Colony, 

Lajpat Nagar - IV, New Delhi-1 1 0 024, 
Tel: -k 91 11 2623 2632, 2623 2633 
Email: sales@royalbroadcasting.com 


Service Centre South 
Srishti Digilife Pvt. Ltd. 

47/49, Abdul Azeez Street, 

T. Nagar, Chennai - 600 017. 
Telefax: + 9 ^ 44 2436 4778 
Email: service@srishtidigilife.co.in 


Service Centre East 
Srishti Digilife Pvt Ltd. 

No. 231, Karnani Mansion, 

25 - A Park Street, 2nd Floor, 
Kolkata- 700 016. 

Tel: -k 91 94773 66533 
Email: service@srishtidigilife.co.in 


Service Centre West 
Tass Services (India) Pvt. Ltd. 

16, Olympus Industrial Estate, 

Off Mahakali Caves Road, Near Sun 
Pharma, Andheri (E), Mumbai - 400 093. 
Tel: -k 91 22 2687 2127, 2687 3354 
Email: tass.manfrotto@gmail.com 


India Photo Supports Distributors 
North South 

Creative Peripherais Srishti Digiiife Pvt. Ltd. 

& Distribution Pvt. Ltd. T: +91 89399 74748 

T: +91 96547 47799 E: sk@srishtidigilife.co.in 

E: ravendra@ecreativeindia.com 

India Video Supports Distributors 
North South 

Royai Broadcasting Srishti Digiiife Pvt. Ltd. 

T : +91 1 1 2623 2632 / 2633 T: +91 89399 74748 
E : sales@royalbroadcasting.com E: sk@srishtidigilife.co.in 


East 

Srishti Digiiife Pvt. Ltd. 

T: +91 94773 66533 
E: rishi@srishtidigilife.co.in 


East 

Srishti Digiiife Pvt. Ltd. 

T: +91 94773 66533 
E: rishi@srishtidigilife.co.in 


West 

Creative Peripherais 
& Distribution Pvt. Ltd. 

T: +91 84510 41073 
E: s.shetty@ecreativeindia.com 


West 

Tinnu Internationai 

T: +91 98190 46742 
E : amit@tinnuinternational.in 


A Manfrotto 

Imagine More 


* A Vitec Group brand 


manfrotto.in 



WE ARE BACK TO KOLKATA V\TTH A BANG 




AFTER A GREAT SUCCESS AT HYDERABAD 


INDIA’S PREMIER EXHIBITION for DIGITAL IMAGING INDUSTRY 

.TM^_ _ -I 


PHOTO 


21,22 » 

August, 201 5 
NETAJI 

INDOOR STADIUM 

KOLKATA 


^ 15TH EDITION OF PHOTO EXPO 
^ MOST PROVEN EXPO 
OVER 100 EXHIBITORS 
SPECIAL EXHIBITION OFFERS 
^ NEW PRODUCT LAUNCHES 
^ VALUABLE WORK SHOPS & SEMINARS 
^ CENTRALLY LOCATED VENUE 
A MUST VISIT SHOW FOR PEOPLE 
^ IN PHOTO, BROADCAST & FILM INDUSTRY 

Supported by: 


Organ ised by: ^ 

VILLA AT 

Cell: 9966500010 / 9052020000 / 98853 00097 
e - mail : info@photoexpo.in / villartexpo@gmail.com 

www.photoexpo.in 


^ fb.com/photoexpoindia 


PWOTOO^UIP 



.Sinrarf. 

Photograpliy 


life I 



iiiAiw.nirtihsyabhiiraA.cfim 









DURABLE BAHERIES FOR 
PROFESSIONAL CAMERA 


SONY Panasonic 




Canon 







COUNTRY DISTRIBUTOR: 

JAGDAMBA ENTERPRISES 


Dealer enquiry solicited 


4874/31 6, SAI MARKET, PHATAK NAMAK, 
HAUZ QAZI -DELHI-110006 
PH: VUAY: +91-9810258202, 9958908289 
GURPREET SINGH: 9650465588 


Email: vijay@jagdambadelhi.com Website: www.jagdambadelhi.com, www.cambags.in 
















Smart Photography 

July 2015 




Achche din kab aayenge? 



154 


www.smartphotography.in 


YONGNU© 


Enrich your life 

www.hkyongnuo.com 


First Chinese Made 
Wide-angie Fixed Auto FocusLens 




The closest focusing distance up to 0.25 meter, when under dose-up shooting Jt is available 
to get the unique sense of depth of the wide-angle lens; 

F2 large aperture, virtual background, which makes photography with more fun; 

Support auto focus (AF) and manual focus (MF) mode; 

The aperture blades up to 7 pieces, which allows you able to shoot the near-circular 
diffuse plaques, appropriately narrow the apertyres can shoot the 14 astral effect; 

Full line of the products are glass lenses; 

Supports full-frame and APS-C format cameras, supports M/AVfTV/P and other camera 
shooting modes,and can be displayed the aperture data in the EXIF Information; 
Multi-coated lenses, effectively Improve the transmittance and suppress the ghosting and 
flare when in backlit shooting . 


YONGNUOr www.hkyongnuo.com 
ij 1 J I ' TT www.yongrtuo.com cn 

Sherzhen Yongrrjo Pholosraphic Equipment CkS.Xtil. 

Addr$$3:2-A51 STeChnotogy Modh Rd.,Futi£iii Di^triot, Sh$inzh^n. 

£ales@hkyongnuo com TEL:(8S)O755-83762440 FAX:(aS}0755-a37S276S 




RNI No. MAHENG/2005/1 4978 Postal Reg no. MCW/53/201 5-201 7 Licenced to post at Mumbai Patrika Channei sorting 
office G. P. 0. Mumbai 400 001 Pubiished on 26th of every previous month and posted on 26/27 of every previous month 



At the heart of the 


image 



COOLPIX 




GOING THE DISTANCE 



28x Optical Zoom 

(56x Dynamic Fine Zoom) 
COOLPIX L340 

• Simple Easy Shooting 

• HD Video 

• 1cm Macro 

• Target Finding AF 

• Scene Auto Selector 

• AA Battery Compatible 

MRP: ? 11,950/-* 


38x Optical Zoom 

(76x Dynamic Fine Zoom) 
COOLPIX L840 

• Tilting LCD Monitor 

• Full HD Video 

• Built-in WiFi®/NFC 

• Short Movie Show 

• Snap-Back Zoom Function 

• Moon/Bird Mode 

MRP: ? 15,950/- 


83x Optical Zoom 

(1 66x Dynamic Fine Zoom) 
COOLPIX P900 

• Vari-angle LCD Monitor 

• Full HD Video 

• Built-in WiFi®/GPS 

• P, S, A, M Modes 

• Snap-Back Zoom Function 

• Moon/Bird Mode 

MRP: ? 29,950/- 


60x Optical Zoom 

(120x Dynamic Fine Zoom) 
COOLPIX P6I0 

• Vari-angle LCD Monitor 

• Full HD Video 

• Built-in WiFi®/NFC/GPS 

• P, S, A, M Modes 

• Snap-Back Zoom Function 

• Moon/Bird Mode 

MRP: ? 23,950/- 



MRP inclusive 


HDMIffit 


P900, P610 
& L840 



of all taxes, price quoted is for one unit of product. 


/Nikonindia 


8GB + CAMERA 

^ pni iPH 

CLASS 10 CARD INCLUDE 


For exact Design, Color & specifications please visit www.nikon.co.in I Premium SMS charges applicable. 


Corporate/Registered office & service centre: Nikon India Pvt. Ltd., Plot No. 17, Sector 32, Institutional area, Gurgaon-122001, Haryana, (CIN-U74999HR2007FTC036820). 
Ph.: 0124 4688500, Fax: 0124 4688527, Service Ph.: 0124 4688514, Service ID: nindsupport@nikon.com. Sales and Support ID: nindsales@nikon.com. Branch offices & 
service centers: Mumbai: Satellite Silver, Ground Floor, Opp Star Plus office, Marol Naka, Andheri-Kurla Road, Andheri (E), Mumbai-400059, Ph.: 40925555, Fax: (91-022) 
40925599, Kolkata: PS-PLUS Building, 1st Floor, 238A, A.J.C. Bose Road, Kolkata - 700020. Ph.: 033 40218500/033 40218501, Fax: 033 40218599, Bengaluru: JNR City 
Center, First Floor, No-30, Rajaram Mohanroy Road, Sampangirama Nagar, Near IBIS Hotel, Bengaluru - 560027, Karnataka, India, Ph.: 42450500, Fax: (91-80) 42450527, 
Delhi: Samyak Towers, 3rd Floor, TF1 & TF2 39, Pusa Road (Near Metro Pillar No. 120), New Delhi - 110005, Ph.: 011 43242700, Fax: 011 43242799. 


TO LOCATE DEALERS IN YOUR 

CALL TOLL FREE NO.: 1800-102-7346 


AREADSMS COOLPIX <PINCODE> 

UVISIT OUR WEBSITE: www.nikon.co.in 


to 


58888 


Please note that E-Commerce websites like FLIPKART & SNAPDEAL are not our authorized partner / dealer in India for Nikon Products. 


likon India Toll Free No. 



K&L Arms/06/ 15 







